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Illegal Migration from the African Sahel Belt Countries to
Europe: Everyone Wins
Prof. Omer Ahmed El Mustafa Hayati
Abstract:

This research aims to shed light on the illegal immigration from
the African Sahel Belt to the European Union Countries: its routes,
risks, and the policies of European Union Countries towards it. The
impact on the triangle of migration to sending country, immigrants and
receiving country were also under focus in this research. Deductive ap-
proach has been adopted, Data collected from previous related research-
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es, official reports and books, in order to achieve its goals. A model is
designed to address the concept of “win — win” situation in migration
for the three stakeholders: the sending country, immigrants, and receiv-
ing country. The research concluded that illegal immigration is fraught
with dangers and may lead to the loss of life. Although the European
countries were initially strict towards illegal immigration, yet, they be-
come more flexible because of their need for labour in the agricultural
and industrial sectors. The idea of “win - win” situation in immigration
to the three parties is not balanced and defeated, as the unemployment
rate in the sending country decreases, it benefits from the proceeds of
immigrant remittances, and the standard of living of the immigrants’
families increases. As for the immigrants’ benefits, it can be summed up
in obtaining a job, a stable income, health insurance, good services,
training opportunities, and saving part of their income to invest when
they return to their country. The receiving country, which is the biggest
winner and beneficiary in this deal, receiving a workforce that did not
contribute to its training and preparation and is in dire need, given that
the European Union countries suffer from aging, the increased produc-
tion capacity and the national economy by filling jobs that citizens par-
don, and contribute to reducing expenditure on services by paying taxes
and enriching the cultural aspect.
Key words: African Sahel Belt, European Union Countries, Illegal Im-
migration, Double Standards, Everyone is a Winner “ win — win”.
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