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Abstract:

This research dealt with the role of the Christian missionaries
andits involvementin the conflictin South Sudan, and the deepening
of the conflict between the North and South. The period of Turkish
— Egyptian rule in the Sudan 1820 — 1885 was a prelude to the entry
of a number of Europeans, Turkish, Egyptians communities to the
Sudan. The missionaries considered that Mohamed Ali Pasha’s
conquest of Sudan was a milestone in the history of Christianity
in Sudan. In the era of the Anglo — Egyptian (Condominium)
rule, the government was initially reluctant to allow missionaries
to operate in Sudan for fear of provoking religious feelings
among Muslims, and re experience the Mahadist. However, the
government soon relented to the pressures of the international
missionary organizations, and allowed the missionaries to start
their work in the Country, especially in the South where priests
and missionaries found a suitable environment to do their job. The
missionaries took over the provision of education, health and social
services, food and clothing to the southerners. These missionaries
Charged the Souls of Southerners with hatred and antagonism
towards the Northerners and they have honed that hatred through
years of practice. General Ibrhaim Abboud, the political leader
of the Sudan, nationalized missionary schools in the South, and
subsidized Muslim educational institutions and mosques in process
of the national sovereignty. The missionaries protested against the
Sudan government decision, this led the government to suspend
the activities of these missionaries and expelled the priests. The
reaction of the international missionary organizations was very
tough towards this decision. In 2011 after decades of Civil War
and the loss of more than two million lives, South Sudan separated
from the North, and became independent country as the outcome
of these missionaries activities.
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“Until 1926 education in the Southern provinces was based
exclusively on missionary initiative. The government refrained from
opening Schools, even in cases where there was a genuine demand for
education, on the grounds of lack of finance and fear of Islam. Every
encouragement and inducement was offered to the missionary societies
to open elementary and technical schools. Consequently, the Austrian
mission opened four Schools in the Bahr-al-Gazal and two in the Upper
Nile province. The CMS opened its first school in Malek in 1906 and a
second one at Bor in 1915. The American Presbyterians opened school
at Doleib Hill in the Sobat valley in 1902. However, only the Austrian
missionary Schools were regarded as proper schools and their teachers
were paid by the education department. The governor of Bahar-al-Gazal,
defined the government’s aims as follows:
The government does not want to make more Muslims, it wishes to
technically instruct the natives, through the medium of their own language
teaching them a certain amount of English ... religion education can be

given to those whose parents desire it in the Missionary Schools” 9.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS:

Article 18. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion
or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in
public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice,
worship and observance.

DRAFT COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS: (Texts approved by the
Commission on Human Rights at its tenth session, 23 February — 16 April 1954).
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(1.) Draft Covenant on Civil and Political Rights:

Article 18.

1. Everyoneshallhavetherighttofreedom of thoughts,conscience
and religion. This right shall include freedom to maintain or to
change his religion, or belief, and freedom, either individually
or in community with others and in public or private, to
manifest his religion or belief in worship observance, practice
and teaching.

2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair this
freedom to maintain or to change his religion or belief.

3. Freedom to manifest one’s religion or belief may be subject
only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are
necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or morals or
this fundamental rights and freedoms of others.
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