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Strategies of Beautification and Uglification in Critical Discourse
Applied to Qur’anic and Poetic Discourses
(descriptive analytical approach
Dr. 1zz-ul-Din Ali Mukhtar Ali

Abstract:

The importance of this research stems from the fact that it deals
with the strategies of beautification and uglification in the Qur’anic
and poetic discourses, in order to identify the techniques employed in
expressing these two strategies at the level of both form and function in
these two types of discourses. The nature of this research required the
employment of two frameworks: theoretical and procedural, and each
of them contained elucidating subheadings. Those in the theoretical
framework included: the concepts of beautification and uglification,
their levels, the texts they are applied on, their pillars and their motives,
and whether they should be considered as strategies or functions. On
the other hand, the subheadings in the procedural framework included
Qur’anic discourse and poetic discourse and under each of them the
selected texts that represent the levels of beautification and uglification
were included. As for the method that was chosen in approaching this
topic, it is the descriptive-analytical method, which helps in examining
the selected texts from within their form and function. The research
has yielded some results, perhaps the most important of which is that
the levels of beautifying the ugly and uglifying the beautiful tend to
disappoint the prospect of the recipient’s expectations, whereas the
levels of beautifying the beautiful and uglifying the ugly tend to assure
it. Furthermore, the results showed that the strategy of beautification
or uglification is not a function or an end in itself, but rather a means
to achieve two functions: an aesthetic/poetic function related to the
form and a psychological evocative function related to the recipient in
terms of encouragement or discouragement. One of the most important
recommendations that can be mentioned in this regard is to study these
two strategies in the narrative discourse.

Key words: strategy, beautification, uglification, discourse, the
recipient’s expectations , form and function,.
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