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Education in the city of Taif since the dawn of Islam till the end of
Al-Ashraf reign in Hejaz (12 BH- 1344 AH / 610 - 1925 AD)
(Analytical historical study)

Jawharah Ghazi Falih ALomayri
Abstract:

This study seeks to demonstrate the educational stages in the city
of Taif from the dawn of Islam till the end of A-Ashraf reign in Hijaz
(12BH - 1344 AH /610 - 1925 AD), by shedding light on the education
in Thaqif tribe, which gained wide fame for its eloquence, mastery of
language, writing and calligraphy. Those traits enabled a number of
Thaqif members to have the privilege of writing the revelation in the
prophetic Covenant, and to gain the trust of Al-Farooq Umar ibn
al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him - as he chose them to write
the Holy Quran. Furthermore, a number of Thaqif members worked in
teaching people the Holy Qur’an and Arabic calligraphy after Islam.
Among the things that increased Taif’s knowledge and wisdom was the
arrival of the great companion Abdullah bin Abbas - may Allah be
pleased with him- who was interested in teaching people the Qur’an
and jurisprudence. In addition, the city of Taif was famous, like some
other Hejaz cities, for the existence of Al-Katabib, which played a key
role in the scientific prosperity of the city. These Katabib were the basis
of education in the Taif until the Ottoman era. Despite establishing
schools and formal education in the Ottoman Empire, those schools did
not have a visible impact on education due to their bias to the Turkish
language, which lessened the city’s people’s interest in them. They were
limited to children of the ruling class and those with strong ties to the
Ottomans. After that, came qualitative shift in education in the city of
Taif during the era of Al-Ashraf. They paid much attention to the Arabic
language and made education free during their reign, which increased
the number of learners. Government schools were established in the
year 1335 AH/1917 AD. Study during the era of Al-Ashraf was made
up of two stages: a preparatory stage for children aged six to twelve,
with eight subjects, including the Qur’an and calligraphy. Finishing this
stage, learners moved to the advanced one, with no age limit, to learn
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twenty-one subjects, including the Holy Qur’an, the principles of ha-
dith, and the Arabic language and its literature under the patronage of a
group of nobles. This study followed the historical and analytical ap-
proach, gathering information from sources and references specialized
in education in Taif city. Through it, the researcher came to a number of
results, the most important of which were: Thaqif members excelled in
calligraphy and language, which enabled them to gain the trust of the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and the caliphs.
She also found out that education in Taif was old-fashioned and deliv-
ered in the form of Katabib. After that, it developed during the Ottoman
reign into the form of regular schools. However, regular schools were
not very effective during that era because of the Ottomans’ imposition
of the Turkish language in education, which led to the reluctance of Taif
members from them. That reluctance lasted till the reign of Al-Ashraf
who imposed the Arabic language in formal education, making it free,
and paying much attention to dividing educational stages and develop-
ing curricula. That reform led to the success of the educational system
and the increase in the number of students in schools.
Keywords: Taif, education, schools, Katabib, supervision, Ottomans.
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