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A Report on the Iranian Scouting Trip about the Mahdist
Revolution in Sudan
(1301HA/1883-1884AD)
Dr. Elian Al-Jaloudi, Professor of History
Dr. Abdulkareem Jaradat
Abstract:

The imperial control on Arab and Islamic nations and imple-
menting the policies of violence, plundering, vandalism, anti-intel-
lectualism and taxation led to revolutions for freedom and independ-
ence. Imperialism in Sudan could be different in the sense that two
countries governed Sudan and invested its resources. The two coun-
tries were Britain and Egypt. Sudan started to lose everything except
its religious spirit, which remained consolidated and powerful. This
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paved the way for a religious revolution led by Mohammad Ahmad
Al-Mahdi. All Sudanese people joined that revolution. The world’s
attention turned to the Mahdist Revolution (1885-1843) to scout
about it and be ready for it. The Iranian government during the Qajar
era was very interested in the Mahdist Revolution for religious and
worldly reasons. The Qajar government did not depend only on what
was published in newspapers about the Mahdi news. On issuing a royal
decree by the Qajar King Naser al-Din Shah (1848-1896), the Qajar
government quickly sent an envoy in 1301 A.H. to scout about and spy
to write a report of the military operations of the Mahdi Army. That was
what the envoy successfully did by writing that report to the Qajar King
Naser al-Din Shah.
Keywords: Sudan; the Mahdist Revolution; the Qajar era; Naser al-Din
Shah; scouting trip
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