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Abstract:

The study deals with the efforts of King Abdul Aziz in
repairing the Hejaz railway extending from Damascus to Medina,
since 1344 AH / 1926 AD, after he succeeded in annexing the
Hejaz to his rule, as the study aims to re-operate the Hejaz railways
with two holy cities : Mecca and Medina. And the political,
administrative, and technical situation of the railway, especially
that its route penetrates many neighboring countries, which are
governed by the British and French colonial governments, with
the varying size of the faults along the railway.However, the most
affected part is the part located within the borders of the Saudi
government. From this point of view, King Abdul Aziz’s efforts to
restart it began by debating with the relevant British and French
governments, through a long series of telegrams, correspondences,
and international and local conferences. With the aim of reaching
an appropriate mechanism for its operation and agreement on its
management and ownership.The study gained its importance in
addressing an issue of cultural and religious value for the most
important Islamic sanctities in Makkah Al-Mukarramah and Al-
Madinah Al-Munawwarah, and securing access to them by the
easiest means of transportation available at the time, namely the
Hejaz Railway, and the topic that most of the previous studies
discussed in the period of Ottoman and Hashemite rule. However,
this study came to complete what the previous studies stopped by,
by studying the efforts of King Abdulaziz in reforming the Hejaz
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Railway, and these efforts resulted in a series of historical events
that were monitored with historical tracking based on local and
foreign documents.To discuss these events objectively, the study
followed the descriptive analytical approach. The study reached a
number of results, the most important of which are: King Abdul Aziz
was discussing a fundamental issue represented in recognizing the
ownership of calligraphy for Muslims with his strong objection to
his treatment of it as a property of the Ottoman Empire; rather it
is an Islamic endowment. On this principle, King Abdul Aziz was
keen to negotiate between the relevant governments, represented
in his government, and the British and French governments, but the
difference in views between them resulted in lengthy discussions,
and the Second World War had a negative role in cutting off the
talks, but they resumed after It ended, and a new, different stage
began, especially after the independence of the Arab countries from
the colonial governments, to demand their rights to the railway
alongside the Saudi government.
Keywords:King Abdulaziz - Hejaz Railway - Haifa Conference
- Treaty of Jeddah - Treaty of Lausanne
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