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Mahs Archaeological and Heritage Survey Project: Insights on
History and Cultural Identity
Professor Ali Osman Mohamed Salih
Abstract:

Northern Sudan witnessed the beginnings of organized archeolog-
ical activity in the early 20th century, spurred by large-scale projects
such as the construction of the Aswan Dam and High Dam, which re-
sulted in extensive archeological surveys and excavations. While these
efforts laid the foundations for understanding Sudan’s cultural heritage,
archeological work remained largely under the control of foreign mis-
sions for an extended period. With Sudan’s independence in the mid-
20th century, national efforts began to take shape, marked by the estab-
lishment of institutions such as the National Corporation for Antiquities
and Museums (NCAM) and the Department of Archeology at the Uni-
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versity of Khartoum in 1964. The latter played a particularly important
role in promoting archeological research in Sudan through field projects,
the training of national experts and cooperation with local and interna-
tional institutions. This study aims to shed light on the development of
archeological work in Sudan, focusing on the role of national institutions
such as the Department of Archeology at the University of Khartoum in
the management and protection of cultural heritage. It also examines their
contribution to the expansion of archeological knowledge through pio-
neering projects such as the Mahas Archeological Project.
Key words: Mahas region, Archaeology, Heritage, Language, cultural
identity
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Archaeological sites in the Al-Magawadah area
(Highlights on efforts to protect it from human risks)
D. Awad Sheba - Center for Research and Studies of the Red Sea
Basin Countries - Sudan
Abstract:

This study addressed the human risks and encroachments on
archaeological sites in the Al-Magawadah area in the northern state, by
focusing on two aspects that represent the most prominent features of
these risks on these sites: residential and agricultural expansion. Then,
it provided insights into the official and popular efforts to stop these
encroachments and protect the archaeological sites. The study conclud-
ed that these violations are mainly limited to the two aspects mentioned
above, and there are no other known risks such as theft, smuggling, etc.,
and that human risks are more harmful to them than natural risks such
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as rain, floods, winds, etc., despite the efforts made by the official author-
ities represented by In the councilThe Supreme Council for Tourism and
Antiquities in the Northern State, in cooperation with the General Au-
thority for Antiquities and National Museums, the Antiquities Police, and
the protection of national heritage in the state, especially after the current
war that broke out in Sudan on April 15,2023 AD. However, these efforts
in their entirety can be described as immediate solutions that require more
collaboration and intensification. Efforts and the need to educate citizens
living near these sites about the importance of antiquities and that their
protection is the responsibility of the entire community.
Keywords: archacological sites, extermination, northern state, dangers,
protection
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The Archaeological and Historical presence of the Red Brick
Craft in the eastern Al-Jeraif area.
Dr. Asaad Abd Elrahman Awadallah Abd Elrahman
Abstract:

The paper sheds light on the history of the red brick craft in the
Jeraif East area and in Sudan in general, and shows that this craft began
in Sudan during the Kerma civilization period at the site of the current
city of Kerma, west of what is known as Western Dafufa. This is the
first indication of the presence of red bricks along the Nile Valley with
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archaeological evidence available in the archaeological record, and it
may have begun before this date. The production of red bricks and their
use in construction continued after the Kerma civilization period during
successive historical periods until the Meroitic civilization period, and
to this day, when the real use and spread of red bricks and their use in
construction began during the Meroitic period. In this paper, we will
shed light on some of the archaeological sites and buildings dating back
to that period, in which red bricks were used in construction. This is
because the Meroitic civilization is one of the greatest Sudanese civili-
zations and extends along the Nile Valley, including sites within the
Al- Jeraif East area and the surrounding areas. Archaeological evidence
shows the use of bricks in these sites in the area, and traces the archae-
ological and historical presence of this craft across the different histori-
cal periods in the history of ancient Sudan through the archaeological
evidence available in the Al- Jeraif area, in which we find the oldest
evidence dating back to the Meroitic civilization period, followed by
the Christian period and then the Funj state period. Through these peri-
ods, we find remains of red bricks in the Meroitic and Christian ceme-
teries and in the domes of saints and righteous people in the Funj peri-
od. This craft also continued during the period of Turkish rule in Sudan
and during the period of British-Egyptian colonialism, where a number
of government institutions were built with it, such as the Republican
Palace, the University of Khartoum, and river transport.
Keywords: Red brick - East Jeraif - Kerma - Meroe - Funj.
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Female Leadership in Africa

(Sudan and South Africa are an example)
Dr. Abdelmonim Ahmed Abdalla

Abstract:

Ancient Sudan and southern Africa share many theological con-
cepts besides the Mwari culture and religion. These theological con-
cepts include Amunthph, Manikongo, Monomotapa, Arkamani and the
goddess Saba, Kore orMeri. The concept of Meri is a variant of Mari,
Mwari, Meru and Meroe. The origins of principles of female leadership
in southern Africa can be traced back to Ancient Sudan, specifically to
Napan- Meroitic period in Sudan. these principles could directly be
linked to the African cosmology and the goddess Mwari and god Amun
or Amani in respect of time span of kushite civilization of Ancient Su-
dan.The Mudjadji Dynasty of southern Africa, which still exists, the
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queens having ruled continuously from 1800 to 2006 so far, could be
traceable to Ancient Sudan. The Rain Queens show striking similarities
to the Candaces of Kush the and the God’s Wives of Amun of Ancient
Sudan.The divine origins of kingship could also be traced back to An-
cient Sudan and Medieval Africa to show the common origins of both,
in lessons that may be applicable to modern principles of leadership.
Such a study would explain role of the African Myth in making signifi-
cant contribution to human civilization.
Key words: Candaces, Mudjadji, Rain Queens, god Amun, goddess
Mwari, female leadership.
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The Mamluk State’s Position on Natural Disasters and Their
Impact on Historical Monuments (648-923AH - 1250-1517 HD)
Hamidan Mahmoud Hamidan Naji
Abstract
The Mamluk state was interested in rebuilding the historical mon-
uments that were destroyed by natural disasters, as the Mamluk sultans
and deputies of the sultanate were interested in constructing and re-
building urban facilities that were exposed to destruction and sabotage
due to natural disasters such as rain, lightning and earthquakes, which
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are considered to have the greatest impact on historical monuments and
buildings.The Mamluk state resorted to treating the effects of natural
disasters by obligating the princes to rebuild many mosques from their
own money, while the entities that directly follow the sultan were fi-
nanced and built from his own money in what was known as the sultan-
ic private fund. As for the facilities that enjoy endowments, it was
agreed to restore and rebuild them from the proceeds of these endow-
ments.Earthquakes are considered the most influential natural disasters
on historical buildings, as they affected many mosques, including Al-
Azhar Mosque, Al-Hakim Mosque, Al-Fakihi Mosque in Cairo, and the
Umayyad Mosque in Damascus. As for castles, earthquakes hit Safed
Castle, Hama Castle, and Karak Castle, while Al-Mansouriya School in
Cairo was affected by earthquakes. As for climate disasters, the Mam-
luk state dealt with it by assigning its representatives in the regions to
write reports on the extent of the damage caused by these disasters to
estimate their need for reconstruction, and then rebuild the affected ar-
eas. Natural disasters were not limited to damaging historical monu-
ments, as human disasters also contributed to damaging historical
buildings, including the fires that hit the Umayyad Mosque, which had
an impact on its architecture during the Mamluk era. Keywords: disas-
ters, monuments, repair, reports, makers.
Keywords: disasters, impacts, repair, reports, makers .
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