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Abstract :

This article proposes to shed some light from a personal
perspective on the character as well as on the intellectual and
academic achievements of Professor Ali Uthman Mohamed Salih,
the renowned scholar and professor of archeology at the University
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of Khartoum. The article deservedly assigned to him the title of
heir to his famous and well established former teachers: William
Adams, Peter Cheney and Brayan Haycock. The article lays a
remarkable emphasis on the Character of Ali Uthman as a Sufi and
a disciple and follower of the late Sammani Shaykh Mohamed El
Amin El Khatem, the holy man of Karkoj on the Blue Nike, some
300 kilometres south of Khartoum. The author attempts to draw
some similarities between the methodology of Ali Uthman as an
archeologist , and his intuition as a mystic. The author dedicates a
large portion of the article to Ali Uthman’s discovery of the capital
of the Ethiopian King: Ezana in Meroe, and also gives some
accounts of what he assumes as hitherto unexplored or studied
extensions of the Meroitic heritage in Western Sudan.

Key words: Ali Uthman, archeology, Sufi, Meroe, Ezana,
Antiquities of Jabal Haraza and Zankor etc.
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