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The Mamluk State’s Position on Natural Disasters and Their
Impact on Historical Monuments (648-923AH - 1250-1517 HD)
Hamidan Mahmoud Hamidan Naji
Abstract
The Mamluk state was interested in rebuilding the historical mon-
uments that were destroyed by natural disasters, as the Mamluk sultans
and deputies of the sultanate were interested in constructing and re-
building urban facilities that were exposed to destruction and sabotage
due to natural disasters such as rain, lightning and earthquakes, which
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are considered to have the greatest impact on historical monuments and
buildings.The Mamluk state resorted to treating the effects of natural
disasters by obligating the princes to rebuild many mosques from their
own money, while the entities that directly follow the sultan were fi-
nanced and built from his own money in what was known as the sultan-
ic private fund. As for the facilities that enjoy endowments, it was
agreed to restore and rebuild them from the proceeds of these endow-
ments.Earthquakes are considered the most influential natural disasters
on historical buildings, as they affected many mosques, including Al-
Azhar Mosque, Al-Hakim Mosque, Al-Fakihi Mosque in Cairo, and the
Umayyad Mosque in Damascus. As for castles, earthquakes hit Safed
Castle, Hama Castle, and Karak Castle, while Al-Mansouriya School in
Cairo was affected by earthquakes. As for climate disasters, the Mam-
luk state dealt with it by assigning its representatives in the regions to
write reports on the extent of the damage caused by these disasters to
estimate their need for reconstruction, and then rebuild the affected ar-
eas. Natural disasters were not limited to damaging historical monu-
ments, as human disasters also contributed to damaging historical
buildings, including the fires that hit the Umayyad Mosque, which had
an impact on its architecture during the Mamluk era. Keywords: disas-
ters, monuments, repair, reports, makers.
Keywords: disasters, impacts, repair, reports, makers .
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