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Abstract:

Northern Sudan witnessed the beginnings of organized archeolog-
ical activity in the early 20th century, spurred by large-scale projects
such as the construction of the Aswan Dam and High Dam, which re-
sulted in extensive archeological surveys and excavations. While these
efforts laid the foundations for understanding Sudan’s cultural heritage,
archeological work remained largely under the control of foreign mis-
sions for an extended period. With Sudan’s independence in the mid-
20th century, national efforts began to take shape, marked by the estab-
lishment of institutions such as the National Corporation for Antiquities
and Museums (NCAM) and the Department of Archeology at the Uni-
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versity of Khartoum in 1964. The latter played a particularly important
role in promoting archeological research in Sudan through field projects,
the training of national experts and cooperation with local and interna-
tional institutions. This study aims to shed light on the development of
archeological work in Sudan, focusing on the role of national institutions
such as the Department of Archeology at the University of Khartoum in
the management and protection of cultural heritage. It also examines their
contribution to the expansion of archeological knowledge through pio-
neering projects such as the Mahas Archeological Project.
Key words: Mahas region, Archaeology, Heritage, Language, cultural
identity
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