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The Role of Princes and the Common People in the First Crusade
against the Islamic Lands (489-492 AH / 1096-1099 AD)
D. Ali bin Mohammed Abdulaziz Al-Naghmishi
Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the divergent roles played by both
the common people and European princes in the First Crusade against
the Islamic lands, analyzing their political, religious, and social motiva-
tions, with a focus on their impact on the initiation and progression of
the campaign up to the occupation of Jerusalem. The significance of the
research lies in its examination of one of the most pivotal events in the
history of East-West relations. It reveals the internal dynamics of the
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Crusade, highlighting the contrast between popular spontaneity and the
military organization of the nobility, and demonstrates how this
campaign marked the beginning of European colonial ambitions in the
Islamic East. The study adopts a historical-analytical method through
the examination of both primary and secondary historical sources. The
Crusades ultimately failed to achieve their primary objectives, despite
the major role played by both the commoners and princes in igniting
and sustaining them. Jerusalem was eventually reclaimed by the Mus-
lims, and the Crusaders were expelled from the Levant, while Islamic
civilization demonstrated its superiority in military organization and
warfare. In contrast, the papacy failed to unify Europe due to internal
conflicts, while feudal powers benefited economically from the arms
trade. The wars also weakened the Islamic front, paving the way for the
Mongol invasion, and led to the decline of imperial prestige and the
weakening of both Western and Eastern Roman empires, culminating in

the collapse of some military orders such as the Knights Templar.
Keywords: Jerusalem, Papacy, The First Crusade, Crusades, Common-

ers and Princes
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