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The African Continent and the Issue of Political Unity
Analytical Historical Reading”»
Prof. Elraiah Hamadelnil Ahmed Allaith
Abstract:

The African continent has faced many large issues , and succeed-
ed in solving some of which but not others , and some of which are still
waiting for a solution. On top of them comes the main issue, which is
colonialism and its control over the fate of the African peoples, and
confiscating their right to live in dignity, also depriving them of the
most basic human rights, that European peoples enjoy, by that they have
denied the statements they had claimed and the slogans they had raised,
claiming that they had colonized the African continent for the aim of its
people happiness and well-being.And the strongest evidence, of free
peoples will, not being defeated no matter what the colonizer did and
how long it is the period of colonialism, the African people’s confron-
tation and resistance against the colonialist, how the resistance move-
ment, and liberation movement from colonial control emerged.As a re-
sult of this persistence, Africans could expulse the colonialist despite
not being completely liberated from the economic, social, and political
remnants of colonialism. especially the policy of divide and rule which
prevented the achievement of political unity. Despite the success of Af-
rican countries and their continuous endeavor to reach a form of politi-
cal unity, and their success in establishing the Organization of African
Unity in addition to the African Union, full political unity has not been
achieved although the efforts that have been made and are still being
made to reach that unity. Hence, this research examines the attempts
and the efforts that have been made and are still being made to achieve
political unity, also it studies the contributing factors, and obstacles that
prevented this, as well as identifying the most important results that
have been reached with the recommendations that can be viewed as
outcomes to be built upon.The objectives of the research are indicating
the efforts made by the liberation leaders and independence makers in
forming unitary structures with names that began with two and three
nations, then developed to more than ten. As well as shedding light on
the efforts of African leaders to reach a solution to the issue of political
unity, despite the difficulties they faced and the obstacles that stood in
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their way, which makes the dream of reaching a full political unity alive
in the souls of the African peoples and their countries. The most important
results were the establishment of the Organization of African Unity as the
first real fruit of the continent’s desire for political unity, even though it
did not include all the African countries that had gained independence at
that time. And the announcement of the birth of the African Union, which
carried within it the concept of the union and the States in its structures
and institutions, even if it did not receive the approval of all African coun-
tries, which prevented it from becoming a United States of Africa.

Keywords: Africa, Issue, Unity, Political, Organization, Union, States
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