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Nationalism and the nation-state:(Readings on Rasaél el Nir)

Dr.Ahmed Elyas Hussein
Dr.Rehab Nour Eldaim Ahmed Hafazalla

This topic discusses the issues raised by El Nursi in “Rasaél el
Nir” about the spread and growth of nationalism and nation-states in
the Islamic world and their impact on the Muslim Umma. El Nursi dis-
tinguishes between negative, harmful racism nationalism and positive,
beneficial nationalism. He says the former belonging to European her-
itage differs from the latter belonging to the Islamic heritage. He dis-
cusses how the negative nationalism has led and is leading to the frag-
mentation of the Umma, while positive nationalism relates to Muslim
heritage. And he urges Muslims to adhere to it in order to rebuild the
unity of the Umma.
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