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The Role of SenussiMovement in Combating French
Colonialism in Central Sudan (Chad)
Mohamed Abo Mohamed Emam — Open University of Sudan
Abdel — aziz Abakar Adam
Abstract:

The Libyan-Chadian relationships go back to ancient ages referred
by ancient historians such as the Greek historians(Herdots) as well as
the Roman historians. Although desert was a natural barrier between the
two areas, but the connection between them did not stop.The connections
between the two region’s became stronger and more durable after the spread
of Islam in North Africa and Sub-Sahara Africa. Trade caravans crossed the
Saharacarrying goods and merchandise to the lake Chad basin, accompanied
by Islamic culture and Arabic Language.This study deals with the role of
the Senussian movement in facing French invation to Chad during the first
decade of the 20th Century.The study uses the historical method which
based on description and analysis.Before the French colonization entered
Chad, many Libyan tribes migrated to Chad and settled in the Chadian
lands, especially in Kanem region. The emigration of these Libyan tribes
came due to the Ottoman mismanagement rule in Libya, and it’s brutality
in collecting taxes . The Libyan tribes interfered with Chadian tribes, and
became an integral parts of the citizens. When the senussi movement arose in
Libya then moved its headquarters from Alkufra to Quro in Northern Chad,
they found great support from these emigrating tribes alongside the Chadian
citizens, and they all stood against the French invasion in Chadianland, and
fought many battles with the French armies. A large number of Senussian
were martyred in defense of the Chadian lands besides the citizens.The
study concluded that the Senussi movement had connected the peoples
of Sub-sahara Africa and North Africa, it also removed the barriers of
the desert by establishing of what was known as Alzawaya, in addition to
unifying the efforts of the Chadian national resistance to face the French
invaders,and supporting them with arms and men.

Keywords: Chad, Senussi, colonialism
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