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The British-American Rivalry over Relationship with Saudi
Arabia in the Early Years of Oil1915- 1940
By: Amal Ibrahim Mohamed I dress- King Faisal University- Faculty of
Arts - Social Department
Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the intensification of the British-
American rivalry over the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the early years
of Oil wealth discovery .But the time range of the study covered the
period from 1915 the date of Dareen ( or Gattift )Treaty between Saudi
Arabia and Britain — This a little bit earlier for historical background
reasons- to 1940.within this period the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia started
exporting Oil (1938) . The Strategic significance of Saudi Arabia lies
in its role as a major player in the Global economy with its promising
Oil Wealth . It seems the early prediction of what would happen in
the economic balance of the region if the Kingdom obtained oil wealth
similar to its counterparts neighboring countries was the reason for the
heated completion between the two major powers over who is worthy to
be the closet to the Saudis .Of courses this rivalry did not take a violent
form ¢« but rather soft power ¢ diplomatic and intelligence work were
used in it . Although the British companies working in oil fields got the
first opportunities to explore oil in Saudi lands . They did not succeed
in extracting it« which aroused a lot of speculation about whether the
British have done their best¢ or maybe they were unwilling to do so
<because they were satisfied with their oil fields in the region When
the chance aroused for the American oil companies ¢ the British attempt
to limit their role and obstructed oil extraction operations by trying to
compete with the at the beginning or putting obstacles at other time
until God eliminated the opportunity for the kingdom of Saudi Arabia
to extract its oil wealth at the hands of the American companies . It was
clear there was a hidden conflict raging by the Britain ¢ which often
took the form of consensus on surface ¢« and other times it involved
shortcomings and obstacles under the table . Although could not hider
the escalation of Saudi-American relationship towards strengthening
<but on the contrary continued stoner till today.

Key words :Oil < rivalry « competition ¢« Saudi Arabia < exploration « American
« British ¢ Britain ¢ concession ¢ soft power .
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