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Suakin Dora Ports of the Red Sea
Hassan Hussein Idris Ahmed
Abstract:

The geographical location of Suakin had played a very important
role in the relation between Africa and the Arab World. It was one of the
major ports on the Red Sea, it became a major port for trade and Hajj,
forming the gateway by which Islam reached Sudan, and Africa. Suakin
was the main trading port on the Sudanese coast following the decline
of an earlier port, (Aidab) to the north during the 15th century. Suakin
is a port which witnessed a unique style typical Islamic city in terms of
architecture, and the preservation and conservation work is to protect
and stop the deterioration of the cultural heritage tangible and intangible
to attract tourists to Suakin., It is the last remaining example of the Red
Sea Architectural Style, built in Coral Blocks. It is our duty towards the
future generations of Sudan and the world cultural heritage, to carry
urgent repairs and protect the remaining of the historical buildings, and
develop a sustainable framework for the conservation of Suakin.
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The history of Suakin

Suakin in the Red Sea has a vital role in the history of the Sudan and, had played a
very important role in the relation between Africa and Asia; it is a typical Islamic city in
terms of architecture, with the mashrabiyah, a wooden screening device that regulated the
intake of wind and light. Suakin is a port built with coral on a flat, oval-shaped island, on
the west coast of the Sea, with strategic location became a gateway for Islam to reach Africa;
it was the main trading port on the Sudanese coast following the decline of an earlier
port, (Aidab) to the north during the 15th century. It was a major port for the Hajj, and
formed one of the nodes in the Indian Ocean and Red Sea trade network at least as early

as 10th-12th century AD.

Suakin is the last remaining example of the Red Sea Architectural Style, built in
Coral Blocks between the 15th and 20th C, untouched since the 1920, it has fallen
into decay following the earthquake of May 12th 1938. Suakin is the foremost Islamic
Archaeological site of Sudan forming the gateway by which Islam reached Sudan, and
by which the modern Sudanese and Africans visit Mecca. The archaeology and form of
the Island Port and its Lagoon Harbor is unique in the world, extensive archaeological
investigation over the last 10 years have shown the entire island is a 2 - 3m high
Archaeological Tell with remains from existing ground level to water level. However,

Suakin became the main trading port on the Sudanese coast following the decline of an
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earlier port, (Aydhab) to the north during the 15th century. In the early 16th century,
the Ottoman forces advanced down the coast, following the conquest of Egypt 1517, and
Suakin became an Ottoman port. Suakin continued as a port for through to later 19th
century, having a final period of great flourishing and prosperity following the opening
of the Suez Canal in 1869, but this was relatively short-lived; with decision to open new
port Sudan, further north along the coast, in c. 1903, Suakin declined, until by 1920s, it
was largely uninhabited, (Mallinson, 2010&2012),_
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However, restoration is still possible and desirable, not only for the preservation of
the best examples of architecture but in order to keep alive a valuable building tradition
and to attract attention to a site favored by a particular beauty and a pleasant climate.
There is already a classification and scheme of preservation of Suakin in the report of
Mr. Hinkel from 1968. About 15 of the old buildings are still in such condition that they
could be restored completely; a similar number could be preserved as ruins, and these two
elements would form together a unique open-air museum, Hansen. E. 1973, UNESCO.
The conservation work in ancient Suakin is to highlighting the importance of Suakin,
and plans the long-term future for tourism. It is possible to preserve the cultural heritage
and, develop tourism industry in the Red Sea area in Sudan. The tourism plan should be
familiar with global tourist areas and attractions, and to equip with up-to-date, real-world

skills and competencies needed to work in a wide range of tourism,
The recent archaeological work in Suakin

The recent archaeological work in Suakin has unearthed evidence that supports
a sixteenth-century date for at least one house on the island, Bait al-Basha .The new
archaeological data from Suakin, suggests that the beginning of masonry construction on
the island coincided with the sixteenth-century Ottoman arrival. Beit el-Basha “house”
is located near the centre of the island, it has two courtyards, and rooms including diwan
and dihlis, trenches and soundings, in courtyards and in some of rooms, provided the first
evidence found for the existence of stone-built structures pre-dating those until recently

standing, and showed the existence of a depth of stratigraphy in the centre of the Island.

Beit (House)Khorshid Effendi was the most recent building investigated, being

a prime candidate for restoration, since its diwan walls survive to roof level on one side,
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and it is architecturally significant, with elaborately decorated plasterwork in the diwan.
Work in 20022010- concentrated on the diwan, the main block of the house and the rear
courtyard, revealing a more detailed plan than that published in the best-known account
of the architecture of the town by Greenlaw (1995), and a developmental history of the
structure can be proposed (Phillips 2012, 189198-). For example, several small rooms, and
a hamam were discovered. This site is remarkable for the remains of wooden structures

surviving, especially timber from the main roshan, which collapsed outwards with the

fall of the upper portions of the front wall. Roshan were formerly a significant feature of

Suakin architecture, sometimes being quite elaborate (Mallinson et al. 2009, 477479-).
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