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The palm tree in Liby;m folklore
(the Zillah oasis as a model)
Dr. Abo Algasim Al Sanusi Ganah
Abstract:

The research explores the role of the palm tree in Libyan folklore,
focusing on the Zalla Oasis as a case study. This research falls within
the context of cultural and heritage studies that examine the relationship
between humans and the land and how the exchange relationship
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between them generated a cultural and social life circle that helps to
study the palm tree as a world that constitutes a traditional culture asso-
ciated with the general public. (1)The palm tree occupies a special and
distinctive place among the population, and is closely linked to their
heritage and identity. Our ancestors knew it and were interested in
planting and caring for it, cleaning and purifying it every season. They
used to divide the inheritance among them according to the number of
palm trees, not the land areas. This study also delves into exploring the
role of the palm tree in history, starting from its emergence and spread
in the region to its impact on the popular heritage. The importance of
the palm tree in the popular heritage is evident through many aspects. It
is not just a source of food and shade, but rather represents an integral
part of the cultural identity of the Libyan people. The study aims to shed
light on the cultural, economic and social dimensions of the palm tree,
through analyzing the customs, proverbs, folk songs, and agricultural
practices associated with it, and how it was relied upon in many profes-
sions and traditional handicraft products, and how it played a major and
prominent role in the lives of the population, as people obtain their food
and medicine from it and it is considered a symbol of life and sustain-
ability. Through this exploration, we hope to gain a deeper understand-
ing of the palm tree, and how its presence reflects its profound impact
on their lives and culture. We will review how the palm tree affected the
daily lives of Libyans, how it became an integral part of their culture,
and how it maintained its position despite the environmental and eco-
nomic challenges it faced over time. This study is considered an attempt
to preserve and document intangible heritage, especially in light of
modern challenges such as climate change and urbanization.
Keywords: palm tree, intangible heritage, Amazigh identity, sustain-
able development, Zillah oasis.
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