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Some Features of the Spiritual and Social Influence of Shaykh
Mukhtar Al Kunti on the Nilotic Sudan
Dr. Khalid Mohamed Farah
Abstract:

This article endeavours to give an account of the arrival and the
sojourn in the town Berber of the Nile state of Northern Sudan in the
1860s during the Turkiyya era, of a mysterious and a hitherto not a very
well-known or a sufficiently researched figure. His name is Shaykh
Zein Al-Abdin al-Kunti, who was the grandson of Shaykh Mukhtar
Al-Kunti 1730 - 1811, the renowned scholar and spiritual leader of a
large area of the grand African Sahara, in the region around the bend of
the Niger River and beyond. The article approaches the topic within the
context of the historical phenomenon of the roaming scholars and Sufis
in Muslim Africa, who used to travel extensively around, for the sake of
spreading their scholarship and teachings, with the possible eventuality
of ending up as residents in certain lands that could be far away from
their own ones. It similarly points out to the Maghreb and West African
contributions to the Islamic learning in the Eastern Sudan. The article
also underlines the importance of the Nilotic Sudan as a cross roads for
centuries of many trans- Saharan caravan routes that headed eastwards
for trade and mainly for pilgrimage, while it particularly draws the at-
tention to the role played then by the town of Berber as an important
hub in this respect. And lastly, the article gives a comprehensive ac-
count of shaykh Zein Al-Abdin al-Kunti, by giving some significant
glimpses of the estimated history of his arrival and stay in Berber, in-
cluding some of his possible social connections, as well as some of his
surviving correspondences with his family in his original home land of
Azwad in Northern Mali, besides his death and burial under a dome in
the cemetery of Berber. A brief account of the Kunta tribe and of the
biography of the famous shaykh Mukhtar Al-Kunti and his relationship
with the Sudan in particular, has also been provided as a prelude to the
article.

Key words: Mukhtar Al-Kunti, Zein al-Abdin Al-Kunti, Muslim West
Africa, Eastern Sudan, Berber.
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