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The Ancient Town of Thaj
A.Ashwag bint MohammadSaleh bin Bowetea AL-Qurashi
Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the town of Thaj, which is one of the
most prominent and important cities on the eastern coast of the Arabian
Peninsula in ancient times, due to its strategic and geographical signifi-
cance. It was located along crucial local and regional trade routes and
was characterized by an abundance of fresh water. Various ruling pow-
ers governed it, influencing and being affected by the history of Tha.
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The study adopts a historical approach, as it investigates a specific time
period, along with a descriptive-analytical method that involves collect-
ing scientific material from specialized sources and references related
to the study topic “ancient history.” It then traces, describes, and re-
cords historical events to derive ideas that help understand the events
and contributions during the study period, leading to key findings such
as the strategic location of Thaj, which granted it commercial and civil
importance by connecting the eastern region of the peninsula with its
southern and northeastern parts and Mesopotamia. The inhabitants
heavily relied on trade due to the passage of commercial caravans
through their lands, resulting in a significant population, as evidenced
by the size of the residential area inside and outside the archaeological
wall.The study also utilized several contemporary sources relevant to
the study period, including: Al-Isfahani, Al-Hasan ibn Abdullah: Bilad
Al-Arab (The Lands of the Arabs), edited by Saleh Al-Ali and Hamad
Al-Jasser, Dar Al-Yamama, Riyadh, 1388 AH / 1968 AD.Al-Hamawi,
Shihab Al-Din Abu Abdullah Yaqut ibn Abdullah Al-Rumi:
Mu’jamul-Buldan(Dictionary of Countries), Dar Sader, Beirut, 2nd edi-
tion, 1995 AD.Al-Aboudi, Abdul Rahman: The Geographic Encyclope-
dia, Literary Club, 1993 AD.Al-Zahrani, Awad Ali: Thaj: A Field Ar-
chaeological Study, Master’s Thesis, King Saud University, General
Authority for Tourism and Antiquities, 1434 AH.In addition to other
sources, references, and scientific research that enriched the study with
information.
Keywords: Thaj, archaeology, settlement, Wadi Al-Sitar, archaeologi-
cal discoveries.
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