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Al-Bayhaqi’s approach to reasoning
on matters of faith

(An analytical study)

MOHAMMED ABDULLAH OMAR ALOMARI
Abstract :

The current study aims to identify the most important doctrinal opinions of Al-
Bayhaqi and his approach in dealing with their topics and issues. For this, the
researcher employed the analytical deductive method, by inferring Al-Bayhaqi’s
opinions on doctrinal and devotional issues from his writings, and analyzing them in
order to understand his approach and opinions in them.

The research concluded with a set of results, including that Al-Bayhagqi agreed with
the approach of the Salaf in matters of doctrine and in the methods of inferring them,
by focusing on the transmissional evidence from the Qur’an and Sunnah, with his use
of rational evidence in which he used interpretation and analogy. He also sided with
this approach in some cases. The topics in which he first addressed, especially the
attributes of God Almighty, and the study also showed that Al-Bayhaqi’s approach
was based on scientific criticism according to evidence, and on preventing heresies
before treating them.The research also concluded with a set of recommendations
related to the need for students of knowledge to pay attention to Al-Bayhaqi’s books,
in view of the important topics they contain in the delicate issues of Sharia, such
as doctrine, worship, and morals, and also in order to benefit from his methods of
preaching and his method of reasoning and defending ideas, and the necessity of
using the critical method during Reading Al-Bayhaqi’s doctrinal books, due to the
presence of some issues in which Al-Bayhaqi did not agree with the Sunnis and the
Salaf in their interpretation or authorization.

Keywords: Al-Bayhagqi, doctrine, Islamic sects, method of reasoning.
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