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Mineral Wealth in the Arabian Peninsula Before Islam
Dr. Sultan Ahmed Al-Ghamdi
Abstract:

The Arab civilization played a significant role in the advancement
and development of humanity, contributing substantially to its prosper-
ity. It was not merely a bridge over which sciences and knowledge
passed from preceding civilizations to those that followed, but it was a
true witness to its era. It enriched its time with its sciences, adding to
them the experiences, ideas, and theories of its scholars, leaving behind
scientific achievements in the applied fields known throughout its jour-

( 23 (’2025 onbe - 21446 Glasy §95Mly pwolud] dusll- deSie ddgd dnle & ylasdly dsu )W Sluwlyull €)Jij| LT




AW Jod Ao pall 51 jontl 8 AOuall Calg ot

ney. These contributions left clear marks, providing undeniable evidence
that it opened new scientific horizons for humanity, contributing to its
advancement and prosperity.Before Islam, the Arabs of the Arabian Pen-
insula had a pioneering role in the science of minerals and mining, and
the sciences related to it. They enriched this field with distinctive experi-
ments and comprehensive encyclopedic works, benefiting from it in nu-
merous applications. They explored mining processes, their types, how to
execute them, and the results derived from them. The Arabs drew their
knowledge of this science from previous civilizations such as the Indian,
Chinese, and Greek, through books and direct contact.The Arabian Pen-
insula was renowned for its extensive experience in the mining industry,
and its cultural heritage was transferred to all the peoples of the ancient
world. Metals, especially gold, silver, and copper, were discovered in the
Arabian Peninsula since ancient times. Archaeological excavations have
uncovered stone tools dating back to the Paleolithic era, approximately
50,000 years ago. Among the findings were flint stones shaped like spears
and knives, and others like sickles, indicating their use in cutting the meat
of prey, harvesting crops, or self-defense.
Key Words: Mineral Wealth , Use of Metals , Crafting Jewelry , Trade
in Minerals , Metal Industries
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