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The ports of the western coast of the Red Sea and their role in the
global trade movement in the period 1450- 1550 AD
(As a study sample, Al-Tur and Suakin)
Maged Yahya Mujahed Lajah
Abstract:

There is no doubt that seaports were and continue to be the most
important window in the world of trade and economy, as well as one of
the pillars of the commercial activity triangle that measures a country’s
progress and wealth. It is also a direct link between countries, allowing
for cultural and civilizational cross-fertilization processes, particularly
in the Middle Ages. Since very ancient times, numerous ports have
sprung up along the Red Sea coasts. While the economic significance
of each port varies depending on the time and place, the importance of
the state controlling each port, and other factors, the general character
that can be gleaned is that they were ports of close importance. Due to
the unity of language and religion that most of the countries bordering
the Red Sea share, unlike other bodies of water, the Red Sea has
historically been thought of as an integrated and interconnected system.
The importance of our study stems from the fact that it studies the ports
of the western Red Sea coast (Al-Tur and Suakin as an study sample)
in a very critical historical period, if we know that the Red Sea was
exposed to the scramble of global powers such as the Mamluks, the
Ottomans and the Portuguese, whose arrival in the East had a significant
impact on impeding the commercial movement in the sea the Red. We
will study the subject starting with a brief overview of the geopolitical
importance of the western Red Sea coast and its ports and its main role
in maintaining the security of international trade in the Red Sea. Also
will shed light on the ports of Al-Tur and Suakin as one of the most
important ports of an active commercial nature during the period 1450-
1550 AD, explaining their role in reviving, supplying and facilitating the
trade movement, and we will study the subject based on the historical
data of the main sources, and we will follow the method of historical
investigative and comparative research to what would approach From
the historical truth if inaccessible.

Keywords: : Ports of the Red Sea, Port of Al-Tur, Port of Suakin,

fifteenth century, sixteenth century.
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