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Highlights on the life of Imam Abdulaziz bin Muhammad bin Saud
(1133-1218 AH/1720-1803 AD)
(Analytical historical study)
Khalid Jubayr Jaber Alhuthali
Abstract:

The study aims to identify the life of Imam Abdulaziz bin Mu-
hammad bin Saud since his birth in the year 1133 AH/1720 AD till his
death in the year 1218 AH/1803 AD, by shedding light on the country’s
religious situation with its heresies and superstitions, which required a
religious reformer to save it from ignorance and polytheism. The study
also highlighted the political situation that was characterized by politi-
cal disintegration and constant struggle over power between the emir-
ates and the tribes, leaving people in a state of constant fear and terror.
It also demonstrated the economic situation in which stability, security
and safety of the region depended on factors of barrenness and fertility.
Moreover, the study touched on the stable social situation of the urban
population compared to the nomadic status for Bedouin. The impor-
tance of the study is manifested in talking about the birth of Imam Ab-
dul Aziz (in which the accounts differed), his family (whose history
extends to the present day), his upbringing (in which he learned archery
and horsemanship), and his interest and desire for knowledge, demon-
strated by his recurrent visits to Sheikh Muhammad bin Abdul Wahhab
(He visited him twice a day: morning and evening) with his father,
Imam Muhammad bin Saud, in addition to the private lessons he and
his brothers were given. Imam Abdulaziz was characterized by many
noble qualities that distinguished him from other people. He was gener-
ous, kind to the poor, supportive of the weak, hateful of injustice and
oppressors, strict, humble, ascetic, easy-going, just, and firm. He loved
scholars, learners, and those who knew Qur’an by heart. Those traits
qualified him to gain the love of scholars and the general public. He was
close to them, supportive in time of trouble, careful to meet their needs.
He often wrote to the people of the suburbs urging them to learn the
Holy Qur’an, giving them a salary if they do. He gave a lot to his sub-
jects, and was keen on advocating good and forbidding evil, in addition
to many other traits that distinguished him. The study followed the his-
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torical, descriptive, and analytical approach in order to reach facts that
illustrate how this character appeared on the scene of events, discussing
his death and its causes documenting everything by sources, documents
and references related to that period.
Keywords: The first Saudi state, the life of Imam Abdulaziz, Najd, Diriyah.
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