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Prince Osman Adam (Jano) and his Role in Laying the Mahdist
State’s foundations in Kordofan
(1303 -1307 AH \ 1886 - 1890 AD)
Dr.Yosreya Musa Ahmed
Abstract:

This paper deals with the personality of Prince Osman Adam,
nicknamed Jano, one of the Mahdist princes who took over the admin-
istration of the Western Province (Kordofan and Darfur). He is credited
with establishing the authority of the Mahdist state there and subjugat-
ing all the tribes opposed to it. The paper aims to introduce the person-
ality of Osman Adam, his characteristics and his role in the administra-
tion of the Kordofan Province at a difficult time and implementing the
of the Caliph Abdullah’ policy aimed at displacing the tribes to Omdur-
man, and the problems that Osman Adam faced during his administra-
tion, especially the problems of the tribes opposed to the migration until
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he moved to El Fasher and settled there when the Kordofan and Darfur
provinces merged to become the Western Province with El Fasher as its
capital. The paper followed the historical, analytical, and descriptive
method. The paper reached several conclusions, the most important of
which is that Osman Adam was one of the most ardent believers and
loyalists to the idea of Mahdism. Despite his young age, he was charac-
terized by the qualities of a wise and successful leader, which gave him
a special status with the Mahdi and the Caliph thereafter. He is also
credited with eliminating the rebellion and disobedience movements
among the tribes that rejected the Caliph’s policies, which led to the
security restoration and stability in the Western Province. Osman Adam
represented a fundamental pillar of the Mahdist state in the Western
Province from 1886 until his death in 1890.
Keywords : Mahdist State , Domestic policy, Administration in Kordo-
fan Displacemen .
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