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Religious architecture in the Turkish period in Sudan

(1821-1885AD)
Inaam Ibrahim, Neam Alseed Yousif
Abstract:

The period when the Ottoman Turks ruled Sudan for the second
time is considered one of the most important historical periods the
country has gone through. It represents the beginning of Sudan’s mod-
ern history, during which Sudan was placed under a central adminis-
tration for the first time in its history, forming the basis of Sudan’s
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unity today.This study discusses the religious buildings constructed by
the Turks during their rule over Sudan in the period (1821-1885 AD).
This includes an examination of the impact of the mosques and cells
erected in Khartoum, and the mosques erected in all the towns taken as
directorate capitals, in addition to the cells, domes and shrines. Their
function was different from that of the domes during the Funj Kingdom.
it also referred to the church buildings built for congregations and for-
eigners, such as the Coptic Church and the Catholic Church.The Turkic
period has not been as intensively studied materially or archaeological-
ly as other historical periods in Sudan in general and religious buildings
in particular. This period suffered from neglect, which resulted in some
of them falling into disrepair and others being removed to be replaced
by another building, due to the numerous systems that came later.The
study aimed to identify the religious remains of the Turkish period in
Sudan from 1821-1885 AD.The study aimed to identify the religious
remains of the Turkish period in Sudan from 1821-1885 AD. The re-
searcher used the historical, descriptive, analytical and comparative ap-
proach. The researcher came to several conclusions:The Ottoman Turks
had a ready-made plan for urban planning and the style of religious
buildings.The Turkish government was interested in building mosques
and refuges and inviting and mentoring sheikhs to consolidate the foun-
dations of the Islamic religion and the Sunni approach in Sudan and to
gain the trust of the people.The Turkish government treated citizens
according to the principle of religious freedom and therefore built
churches for foreigners who settled in Sudan.
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