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Abstract:

This paper endeavors to highlight the main characteristics
of the late Mr. Abbas El-Zein El-Tayib, who worked in Sudan
Library at the University of Khartoum for up to 50 years. The
paper focused mainly on the social and cultural aspects that
influenced his character and life, as it followed up his personality
from cradle to death, with reflecting the culture of the family in
which he was born, raised, moreover; the society and environment
where he lived during his early youth, as well; the influence of
the local community’s culture on his personality, in addition
to his educational stages. It also aims to follow up his cultural
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and professional life, with general aspects that surrounded his
personality. Eventually it concluded that the late Abbas El-Zein
is a real inspiring figure deserves attention and documentation in
order to be an ideal model for society.
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Abstract:

The Sudan Library, of the University of Khartoum, is
considered one of the most specialized libraries to serve the
Sudanese studies in the world. That is mainly due to its valuable,
rare and diverse collection. It was established in the early 1960’s,
in order to meet the needs of researchers, and post graduate
students, who are interested in Sudanese Studies. The library is
known for its contribution to provide the scientific and research
community in Sudan with the needed sources of information.
Sudan library remained a destination for researchers from
different parts of the world. The library collection includes
books, newspapers, magazines, journals, governmental reports,
conference proceedings, maps and postgraduate dissertations.
The Library continues to play a central role in maintaining the

Sudan’s intellectual heritage. Moreover, the library assumes, for
long time, responsibilities of the National Library, before its recent
establishment. The library succeeded greatly in filling the void
and created collection that is considered the world’s richest and
most comprehensive in relation to Sudanese Studies.The library
staff constitutes an important and main pillar of the services they
provide to its patrons. This article reviews the biography of one
of the oldest and longest-serving workers in the Sudan Library,
Mr Abbas Al Zain El Tayeb, with service lasted for more than
half a century. A man who characterized by sincerity, loyalty and
dedication in serving the library’s users. In addition, he was known
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by the keenness to preserve the library’s holdings and collections.
He was also distinguished by his unique knowledge of the library
and its collections. The article reviews the professional career of
the late Abbas Al-Zain Al-Tayeb in the library. This article was
written and driven by appreciation, praise and gratitude to the late
Abbas El-Zain El-Tayeb.
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Abstract:

This study focused on the impressions of some personalities
who had closed relationship with the late Abbas Al-Zein Al-Tayeb,
with trying to shed a light on his working life and his inter-action with
them in the Sudan Library of the University of Khartoum throughout
the period of his working with them until his death, moreover, it
attempts to spot some features about his family life. It has collected
the information by field study and personal interview. Late Abbas was
so adorable personality, that with an artistic talent and a superb ability
to know and memorize the locations of various books, references and
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university theses, whether they were in Arabic or English. The study
concluded that Late Abbas Al-Zein was a distinguished figure in the
Sudan Library, as he is known to all Sudanese and foreign students,
researchers, and the universities staff members. He has spent his life

serving people and helping readers. May God accept him well.
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