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Abstract:

Yemen»s strategic location has made it an arena for local,
regional and international conflict, especially since it is located
between Saudi Arabia and the Sultanate of Oman and overlooks the
Bab al-Mandab Strait, one of the most important water crossings in
the world. And the one who controls the trade routes between East
and West made it the third in the world after the Strait of Hormuz
and the Strait of Malacca in terms of the amount of oil it crosses
daily, and the spread of Yemen’s maritime islands in its territorial
waters along the Arabian Sea, the Gulf of Aden, and the Red Sea,
made it an arena for local conflict. regional and international, and

makes the dominant party a major player in the region.
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Summary
Yemen has an important strategic location since years ago. and a communication
station between the civilization of Mesopotamia and the civilization of the Nile Countries.
and Yemen overlooks the Bab al-Mandab Strait. one of the most important water straits
in the world. which controls the trade routes between the East and the West and has very
large oil and gas reserves. and the huge reserves it stores Oil has made it a target of the
struggle for influence. especially after Netanyahu announced his concern over the Yemeni
people’s control of the ports of the Yemeni western coast.

The Red Sea is one of the most important seas in the world: as it is characterized
by an important geographic and strategic location. because it is the meeting point of the
three continents of the ancient world: and it is a link between three regional regions and
overlooked by eight countries. including six Arab countries: Saudi Arabia. Egypt. Sudan.
Jordan. Yemen. Djibouti and two non-Arab countries Israel and Eritrea.

Yemen accounts for more than 70% in the Red Sea as a global waterway. and it is
always the focus of international powers. because it is linked to the international system
variables in the post-Cold War era« so the attempt to control the Red Sea is considered
one of the most important strategic goals of Israel. To achieve control of the Red Sea:

1- Supporting its armed forces:
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2- Establishing friendly political and diplomatic relations with the Gulf states

3- Exploiting the Red Sea islands in its projects

It worked to expand and consolidate the Israeli military presence and secure Is-
rael’s interests in a way that would allow it to directly attack the Arabs at Bab al-Mandab.
Likewise. creating a “strategic depth” in the Red Sea would allow Israel to monitor any
Arab military activity in the region. Also. ensuring communication and security for the
Israeli military and civilian sea lines between the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean
Sea via the Red Sea

The Yemeni coasts overlooking the Red Sea are of utmost importance. the import-
ance of which is reinforced by the group of islands located off the coast of Eritreac such
as the island of Hanish Al-Kubra and Hanish Al-Soghra. and Mion. which oversees inter-
national shipping lanes: on which the UAE has established a military base.

The port of Hodeidah is the second Yemeni port after the port of Aden: and one
of the largest ports on the Red Sea. and it has a number of advantages. including its prox-
imity to the global shipping lines in addition to being protected from natural phenomena
such as winds and waves

And spread off the coast of Al-Hudaydah governorate more than 40 islands. the
largest of which is the inhabited island of Kamran. and the Hanish archipelago. whose
islands are organized off the coasts of the Khokha Districtc and the most prominent of
which are: Hanish Al-Kubra. Hanish Al-Soghra. Seoul Hanish. as well as Zuqar Island.
which has the highest mountain peak in The Red Sea
Bab al-Mandab Strait

It is ranked third in the world and one of the most important water crossings
necessary for the movement of trade and energy transport in the world: as about 15% of
global ships move back and forth through it. and 4% of the global demand for oil passes
through it daily. and of global commercial shipments. . What increased in its strategic
importance and economic value. To make it an arena for local. regional and international
conflict.

Mayyun Island or Brim Island: and it occupies strategic importance from a mil-
itary and economic point of view. as it is the island that is located in the heart of the Bab
al-Mandab Strait and is counted on to be the main pillar of the bridge to be built to con-

nect the city of light on the Yemeni mainland with the Djiboutian coast. this great project
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that the Saudi intelligence officer spoke about At the Daghous meeting place: and its
implementation was conditional on normalization with Israel.Colonial ambitions Israel.

Since its inception. Israel planned to control the Red Sea with all its ports and
establish what is called Greater Israelc which. according to their claim. extended from the
Nile to the Euphrates.

Control of the Red Sea was a goal of Zionist policy. In the years 77 and 78 ADx
Israel violated the Yemeni airspace. and overflights by Israeli warplanes were monitored
over Yemeni territorial waters and western coasts. and Yemen at that time submitted pro-
test complaints to the United Nations against the Zionist entity:

In December 1995 . the Eritrean naval vessels attacked the military garrison of the
Yemeni island of Hanish and occupied it with Israeli payment and support. It was later
revealed that the Eritrean delegation was receiving prior instructions from Tel Aviv not
to negotiate. After the occupation of the island. the southern Red Sea region witnessed
military activities by Israel and the United States. in addition to an American naval mil-
itary maneuver

Israel sought to participate in the coalition military operations by providing mil-
itary information related to Yemen. and Israel focused its efforts on the grounds that it
is a requirement of its national security. as it falls within its southern strategic direction.

After the events of September 11. 2001, the United States of America strengthened
its weight in the Red Sea region under the pretext of protecting international shipping
routes as part of its international campaign against what is known as terrorism.

And in March (2015). the American forces and before that the UAE rushed to the
military presence on the Yemeni islands most notably the Hanish archipelago and May-
yun: which overlooks the international shipping lanes: on which the UAE has established
a military base. and Zuqar Island: which is currently under the administration of the
coalition countries with the approval of the government of what is known as legitimacy.
With a very close rapprochement between Abu Dhabi and Tel Aviv. it became clear that
the UAE’s control of Mayon Island. which controls Bab al-Mandab. was driven by a purely
Israeli and American desire to restore Israeli ambitions to occupy the Yemeni islands in
the Red Sea since the 1970s.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE are trying. through their movements with Eritrea and
Djiboutic to build military bases
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And thus. the race has become frenzied on the Red Sea. which is a conduit for
about 3.3 million barrels of oil per day: and it is the main crossing for trade between East
Asian countries. especially China« India and Japan. with Europe. Thus: the conflict over
Bab al-Mandab intensified because 30% of global trade exchange passes through it

Yemeni Socotra island?

Socotra Island is the meeting point of the Indian Ocean with both the Arabian Sea
with off the coast of Mukalla in southern Yemen and the shores of Somalia. which gives it
a strategic maritime importance that is not available to many of its neighboring islands in
that region. and Socotra has become the object of the ambitions of the American-Zionist
project in the region.

(Whoever controls Socotra Island greatly controls the seven major seas in the
world)

In 1893, British forces occupied the Socotra archipelago to ensure its trade around
the world: and the Portuguese occupied it in 1507 to continue their maritime influence in
the Indian Ocean and East Asia after the discovery of the Cape of Good Hope.

Currently. the Americans did not find more suitable than the state of the Emirates
to implement their projects and plans in the occupation of Socotra in Yemen. because
the world had the illusion that the UAE is the greedy one in the Socotra site: so it
controlled the island of Socotra and quickly changed its features and seized the lands of
the Socotrians and treated them with an abuse as it became under their ownership after
the UAE announced that Hadi had gave it to them for 99 years. free of charge. as he was
giving them island from his own.

Securing the Red Sea is vital to the Arab strategy to confront Israeli ambitions in
the region. In this regard. let us remember the important role played by the closure of
Bab al-Mandab in the south of the Red Sea« which the Egyptian forces played during the
October 1973 war against Israel. And since the Red Sea is the only port leading to Eilat.
the Israeli port; The western axis always aims to secure western and Israeli navigation in
itc and this results in the constant desire to neutralize it and to stand against the idea of
turning it into an Arab lake: as it also aims to internationalize Bab al-Mandab or at least
neutralize it. This. of course. threatens the interests of the Arab Gulf states.

Acknowledgment of a number of considerations that should be taken into account.

including
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Not to brandish the use of force when talking about the Bab al-Mandab problem
The Red Sea is not a Yemeni affair. but it is an issue that includes all the Red Sea
countries: and any sound policy should include all the countries participating in the Red

Sea.
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