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In the name of God, the most gracious, the most mercifulfuel

The present and future of the social sciences
Prof.Idris Salem Al Hasan
This article deals with the reality and future of the social
sciences by discussing the social transformations and changes in
knowledge in the general history of mankind and the Arab and Islamic
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nation in particular. It aims to shed light on some particulars and indi-
cators that can help clarify ambiguous issues so as to find basic solu-
tions for the current problems of contemporary social sciences . The
main points of the article’s argument are the following. First, con-
temporary social sciences are of Western origin.The second is that the
crises of contemporary social sciences are structural and radical.
Therefore , any serious attempted solution must be radical and not just
a partial reform or modification only. Second, the crisis of contempo-
rary social sciences is embedded in the economic, political,and social
changes that the whole world is experiencing .The relationship be-
tween this troubled world and the social sciences is a complex dialecti-
cal one that could only be explained by the fact that the present social
sciences are encompassed in one epistemological/historical framework
emanating from a single global vision, which is the Western project of
modernity. To achieve this, the article adopts a holistic historical, epis-
temological, and philosophical approach to humans, nature, and the su-
pernatural. The article shows the shortcomings and contradictions of the
Western social sciences cognitive project and its unsuitable scientific
validity for human society in general and the Arab/Islamic world in
particular. Therefore the article suggests finding more effective cogni-
tive projects for the human future and the importance of having a hu-
man/Arab/Islamic project competely different from the Western one .
The new project’s difference is to be built on the Arabs and Muslims
rich civilizational heritage which takes into account the relationships
between and dimensions of the natural,the human. and the divine
through a new world vision that transcends the current problems of the
western vision . This requires new philosophical underpinnings to estab-
lish new sciences (or a unified science for humans and society) with
radical theories, concepts, and vocabulary and using new research
methodologies. The article discusses how this project and these new
sciences can expand to include, contribute to, and share with other civ-
ilizations (as happened before in Arab/Islamic civilization) and not to
be exclusive. or investigative. The article concludes with an example
that sheds light on such matters; namely, that of the Islamic thinkers

Al-Biruni and Ibn Khaldun.
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