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Traditions of Art and Choice: La‘bah House in Omdurman 1920-1940
Dr. Afaf Abdelhafeez Mohamed Rahma - Department of Folklore - Institute of
African and Asian Studies - University of Khartoum

Abstract:

This paper provides an overview of features of Sudanese cul-
ture. It seeks to show that culture does not die, but rather enters stages
of hibernation. And when societies experienced ordeals or collapse at
different points of history, the most important aspects of peoples’ live
i.e., folk traditions survive because individuals pass this knowledge on
from parents to descendants. This transmission of culture is the heart of
folklore. It also seeks to show that folklore has functions that can in-
clude rebuilding societies, preserving their culture, values and tradi-
tions, and healing and supporting them during difficult times. This study
reveals the history and nature of the Mahdia State, which prohibited all
forms of singing, so these forms fell into a state of hibernation for a
period of time. Then it is examined the greatest ordeal that befell in the
society of Omdurman, that is the battle of Karri in 1898 AD, which
ended the existence of the Mahdist State in Sudan. Karari battle was
more of a genocide than a battle in which thousands of Sudanese were
killed in a few hours in defense of their homelands and values. As a
result of this horrible battle, the community of Omdurman was exposed
to human ordeal, that is the shocking death of its men and the human
loss that shook its pillars. Twenty years after Karri battle, Omdurman
community developed art traditions that included the birth of unique
songs later known as haqibah Songs. These songs considered an exten-
sion of singing and musical activities before Mahdia and which re-
emerged after the fall of Mahdia State. These songs were performed in
the house where traditional wedding celebrations were held, which
named (la‘bah) house, means the house in which party were held. These
songs were distinguished by their local Arabic dialect which reflected
the city’s population diversity. It also paid attention to the value of the
written text and its linguistic esthetic. These songs were employed to
create unique traditions of performance aimed to encourage youth to
choose their partner so the community could blossom again and over-
come the great ordeal of Karari battle. The general context, the per-

(1 18 £2023 nyi - 21445 QU“JI &y~ 09 silly ol 20l (200) susll yguho duwlis (ol dus doSone ddgd duals &y sLaasdly dusu 51 Oolulyuld (a)lill dloxo




#1940 - 1920 (yLaytel 2 Aaldl oo s )LLS N1 g opal AJLaS

former, the theater, the performance, the audience, and roles of all par-
ticipants were all carefully set and prepared in unique traditions of art
and choice that remained as long as community needed it, then it began
to disappear after it fulfilled its purpose, and the community no longer
need them.
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