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Abstract:

The present study aimed to address the critical contribution
of ‘Izz al-Din al-Amin and to shed light on the efforts he exerted
in documenting the poetic and critical movements in Sudan and
in the Arab World, both old and modern, making him one of the
pioneers of literary criticism in the Arab World in general and in
Sudan in particular. The study adopted a number of approaches
as fit to serve the subject of the research, including the historical
approach and the descriptive analytic approach in collecting and
analyzing the data, and eventually came out with important find-
ings, including the following:‘Izz al-Din al-Amin belongs to the
first generation of Sudanese literary critics, and the pioneers like
him often tend to pave the way to those who come after them, and
hence contribute to the promotion of documentation in order to
safeguard Sudan’s literary heritage. We observe this tendency very
often in the critiques of ‘Izz al-Din al-Amin. Issues in Criticism —
many of which he published in Sudanese newspapers and some
of which were broadcast on local and international radios — are
one of the most important contributions by ‘Izz al-Din al-Amin in
poetic criticism, in which he explained its trends and sources.In
his call for modernity, ‘Izz al-Din al-Amin, in fact, relies on solid
authentic religious and linguistic grounds. In spite of his call for
modernity, ‘Izz al-Din al-Amin is insistent on adherence to pre-
serving the fundamentals on which art is based, which led him to
accept the “taf*1lah” — one foot — poem and rejects the prose poem.
When poets and critics were confused about coining a term for the
type of poetry which does not adhere to the meters of poetry set
al-Khalil ibn Ahmed al-Farahidi, between the terms hurr (free),
mursal (rhythmical, unrhymed), shi’rmanthoor(prose poetry),
shi’r hadeeth (modern poetry), ‘I1zz al-Din coined the one of the
most important, and now widely used, terms: the “taf*ilah” poetry.
The study recommends paying more attention to the literature of
the first generation of poets, critics and writers, so that the Suda-
nese literature may occupy an advanced position, which it does
deserve, among nations.
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