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Evidentiary Value of Official Electronic Documents in Sudanese
Legislation“A Comparative Study”

Dr. Osman Al-Noor Osman Al-Hajj
A. Essam Mahmoud Munikhra Kabashi
Abstract

The study addressed the evidentiary value of official electronic
documents in Sudanese legislation: “A Comparative Study.” The
problem of this study lies in the validity of official electronic docu-
ments, their recognition, and acceptance as evidence before the ju-
diciary according to the Sudanese Electronic Transactions Act of
2007, amended in2015. The importance of the study stems from
shedding light on the concept of electronic documents, their charac-
teristics, and their distinction from paper documents. It also ex-
plores the conditions required for electronic documents to be fully
relied upon as evidence and addresses the legal evidentiary value
and the evidentiary status of extracted copies. The objectives of the
study include clarifying the legal evidentiary value of official elec-
tronic documents, comparing them, and highlighting the major le-
gal issues that may arise in the future and how comparative laws
address them. Practical solutions for the issue of electronic evidence
using official electronic documents are also proposed. The study
employed descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodologies.
The study concluded with several findings, including:- Electronic
documents differ from paper documents in several ways, primarily
due to their electronic medium, their ability to contain larger
amounts of information, and their confidentiality, which makes
them more cost-effective compared to paper documents, There is
inconsistency in the usage of the terms “document” and “record” in
different legislations, despite their synonymous meaning. The study
also made several recommendations, including: Legislators should
explicitly grant official electronic documents special legal power to
ensure sufficient trust in electronic transactions, Legislators are en-
couraged to regulate official electronic documents within the Elec-
tronic Transactions Act to completely distinguish them from tradi-
tional documents, both legislatively and administratively, Relevant
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authorities should promote digital awareness among society members
and expand the scope of electronic transactions between individuals
and the government, enabling faster and more cost-effective dealings
Keywords: “ legal authority, Evidentiary, Electronic Document, offi-
cial editor, Sudanese legislation”
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