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Suakin city

(analytical historical study)
Dr. Amani Babiker Ibrahim Suleiman - Assistant Professor of Psychology
- College of Education - West Kordofan University
Abstract:

The current study aimed to shed light on one of the coastal cities,
as it focused on the city of “Suakin” in terms of historical and cultural
development. The problem of the study is represented in the lack of
knowledge of many people about coastal cities and what they should be
due to their strategic locations of development in various fields, where
the current study aimed to unveil the city of Suakin and highlight its
historical, archaeological, and cultural status. The importance of the
study lies in that it revealed the coastal cities and clarifying their status
and importance in general, and in particular the city of Suakin as one
of the ancient cities that represents a passage to the city of Jeddah,
which occupies a great psychological position among Muslims as it
is an entrance to Makkah Al-Mukarramah, which Muslims come from
all over the world to perform the rituals of Hajj and Umrah, and its
importance lies in that it A tributary of science and knowledge in
highlighting the importance of coastal cities, and its importance is
determined by being the first study within the limits of the researcher’s
knowledge that dealt with the historical, cultural and archaeological
aspects of Suakin as one of the ancient coastal cities historically and
culturally. This study followed the historical-analytical method to reach
scientific results that can be used in the scientific and practical fields.
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Perhaps the most important findings of the study are that the city of
Suakin occupies an ancient historical position immortalized by history
from pre-Islamic times to the emergence of Islam and beyond. The port
of Suakin is the first port of Africa for pilgrims. The ancient Egyptians
used the city of Suakin as a crossing point and used it as a station on
their way to Puntland (present-day Somalia) in the Horn of Africa to
bring gold and frankincense. Also, the city of Suakin was linked to
the center of trade gathering on the Nile and was a sea outlet for the
Christian states in Sudan through which their trade with the outside
world passed, and Christian pilgrims passed through it on their way to
the Holy Land in Jerusalem (Beit al-Maqdis) until the early sixteenth
century AD. It is also the first Sudanese city to be inhabited by tall
buildings and fixed buildings, and its palaces were lofty and unparalleled.
In the field of tourism, the city of Suakin is an ancient historical city that
includes an area rich in relics of medieval houses made of coral stones
and decorated with inscriptions and wooden decorations. Among its
tourist and archaeological landmarks are many roots, reefs, gates, forts,
museums, and others.
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