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Social relations between Oman and the coast of East Africa in the

Islamic era

(Population migrations as a model)
Abdulaziz Khalifah F Alsulami

Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the social relations between the
countries of East Africa and the countries of Oman since the early be-
ginnings of the Islamic era, by relying mainly on the Omani population
migrations towards East Africa through the Arabian Sea and the Indian
Ocean. These Omani migrations are among the most important popula-
tion migrations to the countries of East Africa because of the strong
economic and cultural relations they included, and their influences were
transmitted with the Omani migrations. The political, economic and
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cultural conditions also played an important role in the migrations of
the Omani population (individuals and groups) towards the countries of
East Africa. The importance of the study stems from the fact that it dis-
cusses the issue of relations between Oman and East Africa in the Is-
lamic eras through the internal motives of the Omani population migra-
tion to the countries of East Africa, the external motives of the Omani
population migration to the countries of East Africa, and the impact of
the Omani population migrations on public life in the countries of East
Africa. The study followed the historical descriptive analytical ap-
proach in order to reach results, the most important of which are: Among
the causes of the Omani population migrations to the countries of East
Africa are the political disturbances that prevailed in the Arabian Pen-
insula, especially because of the Kharijite and Qarmatian movements.
The bonds and relations that brought together the Omani immigrants
and the inhabitants of the countries of East Africa in the era of medieval
Islamic history were characterized by being multi-faceted, and the most
prominent of them was economic communication.
Keywords: social relations, Oman, the eastern coast of Africa, Islamic eras.
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