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Preface

This book aims to introduce the City of Gold, known as the city of Mu-
hammad Ali Pasha in Sudan. The city was established by the Pasha in 
the Blue Nile region south of Fazoughli. It was one of the cities whose 
history and establishment were closely linked to the personality of Mu-
hammad Ali Pasha, the Governor of Egypt, and his historic visit to Su-
dan from October 15, 1838, to March 14, 1839. This was the only visit 
he made to Sudan during his rule from May 17, 1805, to September 1, 
1848.

Despite its modernity and unique establishment compared to other Su-
danese cities, this city has not received adequate research, excavation, 
or study from specialists and historian. Therefore, this book seeks to 
uncover the circumstances surrounding the establishment, develop-
ment, and eventual decline of this city by tracing the history of gold in 
Sudan and its location. It also explores Muhammad Ali Pasha’s desire 
to control Sudan and acquire gold as one of the reasons for his invasion.

The book discusses Muhammad Ali Pasha’s journey to Sudan and the 
events that accompanied it from Cairo to the Blue Nile region of Fazo-
ghly. It becomes clear that Muhammad Ali Pasha established this city to 
create a modern urban centre that served his economic ambitions and 
provided him a safe haven from potential dangers in Cairo, whether 
from domestic or foreign adversaries.

However, the city quickly deteriorated due to a lack of gold, neglect, 
and Muhammad Ali Pasha’s abandonment of his southern campaign 
due to internal instability and his efforts to expand his influence over 
Egypt, the Levant, and the Hijaz. Given the significance of this city and 
other Sudanese cities, there is an urgent need to focus on Sudanese ur-
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ban centers in general and to study the factors behind their establish-
ment, development, and prosperity during the Turkish-Egyptian rule in 
Sudan and other historical periods. More studies should be conducted 
on this city established by Muhammad Ali Pasha as well as other Suda-
nese cities that emerged and evolved during the Turkish-Egyptian rule 
of Sudan.
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Introduction

1
The people of Sudan have known urban development since ancient 
times and excelled in its growth and architecture. They successfully 
chose distinctive sites for their cities and left their architectural marks 
on various structures. Over time, the Sudanese city developed its own 
characteristics, features, and style that set it apart from other cities 
around the world. Various social, economic, and security factors con-
tributed to the emergence of some new Sudanese cities while leading to 
the decline of others throughout different historical eras.

During the Turkish-Egyptian rule, many cities emerged in Sudan, such 
as Khartoum, Kassala, Al-Kamilin, and Famka, which was located on 
the eastern bank of the Blue Nile. Famka means “ Makkah” in the Ber-
ti language, along with other cities of economic, social, and cultural 
importance. In this context, the city of Muhammad Ali Pasha, histori-
cally known as the “City of Gold,” emerged. The establishment of this 
city was linked to Muhammad Ali Pasha’s visit to Sudan during his his-
toric journey from October 15, 1838, to March 14, 1839. The Pasha’s 
goal for this journey was to search for gold and acquire it by various 
means, leading to the establishment of this city in the southeastern re-
gion of Sudan along the Blue Nile.

This city was distinguished from other cities of Turkish rule in Sudan 
by its strong association with gold. It received full attention from the 
Pasha. It included a palace, a garden, a hospital, barracks for soldiers, 
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and armories, as well as housing for about a thousand families from the 
region who were selected to work in gold mining. The city was sur-
rounded by a great wall for protection. The Pasha made significant ef-
forts to complete this city, hoping it would serve as a refuge if security 
conditions in Egypt deteriorated, providing a safe haven in the Blue 
Nile region.

However, things did not go as the Pasha wished; the city declined due 
to the lack of expected gold quantities, neglect, and its abandonment by 
its residents. Some remnants of this city still stand visible, waiting for 
someone to excavate its history and restore its golden glory.
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Introduction 

2
Sudan has been characterized since ancient times by its diverse re-
sources and wealth, which made it a target for numerous foreign in-
vasions seeking this wealth since the era of the Pharaohs. This contin-
ued through the various kingdoms and Islamic sultanates that ruled 
Egypt throughout its extensive history, culminating in the invasion of 
Sudan by Muhammad Ali Pasha. His clear and explicit aim was to 
acquire Sudan’s resources, particularly (gold) and manpower, as well 
as to eliminate the Mamluks who had fled to Sudan in fear of his tyr-
anny.

Additionally, he sought to secure trade between Sudan and Egypt, as 
trade routes had been plagued by robberies from various Sudanese 
tribes. Another reason was to protect the Nile from Ethiopian threats, 
as the river had faced numerous historical dangers from the Ethiopi-
ans. Furthermore, Muhammad Ali Pasha aimed to extend his influ-
ence and control over the Red Sea from the African side through Su-
dan, aspiring to establish a powerful and expansive empire.

During the English-Egyptian rule, many cities emerged due to vari-
ous economic, social, and political factors, such as Atbara, Khartoum 
North, Khartoum, and Kosti, among others. The establishment and 
development of these cities were linked to numerous causes, includ-
ing economic, social, and political factors. The economic and politi-
cal elements, along with Muhammad Ali Pasha’s strategic vision, 
contributed significantly to the founding of the City of Gold in Sudan.
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Writing about the Sudanese city, its origins, and its history is an im-
portant subject that specialists, researchers, and those interested in 
history and documentation should explore with a great deal of pa-
tience and scrutiny. Studying the emergence of these cities, the stages 
they went through, and how they developed provides a clear picture 
of societal movement in all its detail. It reflects the extent of progress 
or decline that the city and its components experienced throughout 
various historical periods.

Furthermore, a detailed study of the city, with thorough explanation and 
analysis, contributes to understanding the history and heritage of the 
nation during a specific historical era. It displayed the development the 
country reached in various aspects of life and reveals the social history 
and community dynamics during that particular timeframe.

Therefore, we find that civilized societies that seek to connect their fu-
ture with their present and past pay great attention to historical cities. 
They work to preserve and protect them from extinction and loss due to 
natural and human factor. In Sudan, at this time, we are in desperate 
need of preserving all our cultural heritage, including historical cities 
and archaeological artifacts, for future generations. Great peoples 
throughout human history were/are those that safeguard/ed their ances-
tors’ past and possessions to build a strong, advanced, and civilized 
nation and to take pride in it among other nations.
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Chapter one

Gold in Sudan
Sudan has been known since ancient times for its diverse and abundant 
resources, among which gold was one of the most important. Geograph-
ic factors and Sudan’s unique location have contributed to its status as 
one of the countries rich in resources. Observing the geography of Su-
dan, one can see that each region has its own distinct characteristics, yet 
all are marked by the presence of this precious metal.

Despite the abundance of resources throughout Sudan, the benefits de-
rived from these resources by the local populations are not significant 
and vary from one area to another. (1)

The abundance of resources and the spread of Islam in Egypt encour-
aged waves of Arabs to enter these lands. After the signing of the Baqt 
agreement between the Muslims and the great ruler of Nubia, Sudan 
witnessed the influx of Arab groups through the Nile Valley from Egypt 
and the Red Sea, heading towards the eastern regions of Sudan, Nubia, 
and the central areas of Sudan.(2)

From the above, we find that gold was the major attraction for large 
groups of people who sought to reach it in the lands of the Nile Valley 
and eastern Sudan to acquire it and the other wealth of those regions, 
with gold being one of the most important and rare resources. More-
over, the people of Sudan have historically been known for their warm 
hospitality towards guests and newcomers. As a result, the groups arriv-
ing in Sudan received a warm welcome from the residents of those ar-
eas in the east, central, and west of the country. The new groups inte-
grated into Sudanese society and helped establish governing systems to 
manage their affairs. This merging of incoming and resident groups sig-
nificantly contributed to the formation of modern Sudan in its various 
regions and direction
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Transliterated References:
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Chapter Tow

Gold in the Ancient

 Kingdoms of Nubia

The kingdoms of Nubia, or the ancient Sudanese kingdoms, were among 
the most notable for their gold presence in their lands. Since ancient 
times, they had exploited this metal through various methods, despite 
the challenges faced in obtaining this precious resource.

Northern Sudan witnessed a significant movement for gold mining, 
leading to the establishment of several mines to extract this valuable 
metal. During the reigns of the Middle and New Kingdoms of Egypt, 
one of their rulers, Ramses II, indicated through an inscription found at 
Jebel Barkal (the sacred mountain) that he discovered eight mines for 
gold exploration in Nubia. Five of these mines have been identified 
from the total mentioned, due to damage to the inscription. The identi-
fied areas include Jebel Amu, Jebel Kush, the Tasti Desert, Jebel Khen-
thenefr, and Jebel Barkal. Pharaoh Ramses III stated that he made a gift 
to Jebel Barkal sixty-two kilograms of gold. (1)

The Kushite civilization, throughout its long history, was characterized 
by the presence of large quantities of gold. The name Nubia itself means 
gold. During the Meroitic civilization, gold appeared in significant 
amounts in the interior and southern regions of the kingdom, as well as 
in the border areas with Ethiopia and the regions of Beni Shangul.(2)

During the Kerma civilization, its rulers managed to extend their con-
trol over the gold mines at both Kuban and Sira East, which was over-
looking the Wadi Al-A’alaqi in the Eastern Desert. With the assistance 
of some Egyptians and members of the Medjay tribe,(3) who inhabited 
the Eastern Desert, the rulers of Kerma were able to operate those mines. 
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They also monopolized the gold trade in the Nile Valley. Over time, the 
gold exploration activities flourished in the area between the Nile and 
the Red Sea.(4)

A close examination of the history of the Meroitic civilization reveals 
that this civilization possessed large quantities of gold. Evidence of this 
was found in the numerous gold gifts presented by King Taharqa (664 
BC) to the Temple of Amun in Kawa, Northern Sudan.(5)

During the Napatan period (Napata civilization), there was a significant 
presence of gold throughout the areas under Napata’s influence. The 
kings of this period controlled gold mining and generously made gifts 
of pure gold to temples in very large quantities. An inscription from 
King Taharqa recorded that he donated twenty kilograms of pure gold 
to the Temple of Amun in Kawa. This amount gifted by King Taharqa 
to the temple indicated the wealth of his kingdom in gold and its avail-
ability.(6)

An examination of gold existence during the Meroitic civilization, one 
of the most distinguished Sudanese civilizations, reveals the abundant 
availability of gold. This precious metal formed one of Meroe’s most 
important exports. Among the most famous and significant gold arti-
facts of the Meroitic civilization was that of Queen Amanishakheto,(7) 
which is currently displayed in the Berlin Museum and the Munich Mu-
seum in Germany.(8)

To obtain the gold located in the pyramids of Bajarawiya, which houses 
the largest concentration of pyramids in the world and is situated north 
of the city of Shendi, the Italian adventurer Ferline demolished a large 
number of the pyramids, including Pyramid No. 6, the pyramid of 
Queen Amanishakheto, which was one of the largest in Bajarawiya. 
This destruction and encroachment on the Sudanese pyramids in Baja-
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rawiya occurred during the rule of Khurshid Pasha, whose governor-
ship extended from 1826 to 1839.(9)

It could be said that the period of the Turkish rule in Sudan, or the rule 
of Muhammad Ali Pasha and his successors, was one of the worst times 
for Sudanese artifacts and history. The state was unable to protect Suda-
nese antiquities and might have ignored or collaborated with adventur-
ers and treasure hunters seeking gold and Sudanese artifacts by various 
means. This ultimately led to the complete and systematic destruction 
of the Sudanese pyramids in the Bajarawiya area, as well as the histor-
ical buildings and churches in Soba.

Despite the systematic destruction of Sudanese artifacts and civilization 
during the Turkish-Egyptian period, the Sudanese people excelled in 
gold manufacturing and shaping with great skill. Sudanese artifacts, 
including gold items, have garnered admiration and awe from experts 
and enthusiasts who have seen these treasures in various museums 
around the world, such museums as in Germany, France, the United 
States, and other European countries. The National Museum also hous-
es many gold artifacts belonging to Sudanese kings and queens, which 
indicates the Sudanese people’s expertise in acquiring and shaping gold 
to meet the demands of daily life and internal and external trade.
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Queen Amanishakheto
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Some gold artifacts of the Sudanese queen Amanishakheto.
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facts,” (n.d.), (n.p.), p. 37. It is also a religious center located on 
the eastern bank opposite the current city of Dongola, distinguished 



25

by the presence of many religious temples. See Salah Omar Al-
Sadiq, “Sudanese Studies in Archaeology, Folklore, and History,” 
Dar Izzah for Publishing, 2006, p. 10. (in Arabic)

(7)	 Amanishakheto: One of the most famous queens of the Meroitic 
civilization, she ruled Meroe before the 10th year AD and left be-
hind many archaeological gold artifacts.

(8)	 Abdulrahman Ibrahim Saeed Ali, op. cit., pp. 62-63.
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Chapter Three

Gold in Eastern Sudan

The regions of Eastern Sudan have been among the most important ar-
eas with significant quantities of gold since ancient times up to the pres-
ent day. The area has witnessed a continuous movement for the search 
and excavation of this precious metal since the dawn of history. It could 
be said that gold is one of the factors attracting population and migra-
tion to the regions of Eastern Sudan throughout various eras.

The areas of Eastern Sudan, or the land of the Beja, stretch from Halayeb in 
the north to the Eritrean borders in the south. They extend from Bir Shalatin 
in the Sudanese Halayeb Triangle to the Port of Badhe, and from the Red 
Sea in the east to the eastern regions of the Nile. The Beja tribes are among 
the oldest indigenous peoples, having settled in the areas of Eastern Sudan 
approximately 4,000 years ago. It could be said that the presence of the Beja 
in Eastern Sudan is ancient and continues to this day. (1)

Map Showing the Extent of the Beja Tribes – Source: Internet 
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Gold has been found in Eastern Sudan since ancient times, and these areas 
have been known as the “Land of Minerals.” The desert of Atmur, located 
between the Nile River and the Red Sea, was also referred to as the “Land 
of Minerals.” This name appeared during the Abbasid era and indicates 
the availability of gold and other minerals in those regions.(2) The pres-
ence of this precious metal in Eastern Sudan has historically encouraged 
many Arab tribes to migrate to the area across the Red Sea.

As a result, the ports along the Sudanese coast, such as Ayzab and Suakin, 
flourished. Their development and increased commercial activity could be 
attributed to the gold prospecting movement in Eastern Sudan and the trade 
exchanges through the port with other ports along the Red Sea and beyond.(3)

One of the reasons that encouraged Arabs to cross the Qulzum Sea (Red 
Sea) towards the land of the Beja and Eastern Sudan was the desire to 
obtain gold and export it abroad. Many Arabic sources and references 
mention gold and its locations. Notable writers such as Al-Ya’qubi, Al-
Mas’udi, Al-Istakhri, Ibn Hawqal, Ibn Al-Furat, Al-Qalqashandi, and 
Ibn Al-Faqih have written about gold in Eastern Sudan. This fame con-
tributed to the migration of large numbers of Arabs and non-Arabs to 
the land of the Beja.(4)

The process of extracting this precious metal was carried out by digging 
into the earth and searching for gold through groups of Sudanese who 
were employed by traders striving to obtain quantities of gold extracted 
from those areas. Additionally, there were groups searching for gold in 
Eastern Sudan independent of the traders. After the ore was extracted 
from the ground, the processes of smelting and refining gold took place.(5)

Gold could be found in the Wadi Al-A’alaqi, which is fifteen days away 
from the city of Aswan and thirteen days from the port of Ayzab.(6) It is 
one of the most important valleys in the land of the Beja where gold is 
found in large quantities. The Beja tribes relied on it economically. 
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When the Arab Rabiah tribe arrived in the area, they sought to establish 
their control and set up their first emirate in those regions. In addition to 
the Rabiah tribe, other groups also came to the area in search of the 
precious metal or fleeing from the oppression of rulers.(7)

Gold in Sudan and its ancient civilizations was known in three main 
areas:

1.	 The Red Sea Hills and Wadi Al-A’alaqi.

2.	 The Nile River, specifically the northern regions of Sudan.

3.	 The Qabqabah area, located east of the city of Abu Hamad.

The gold from Wadi Al-A’alaqi was referred to in ancient Egyptian texts 
as “Wawat” gold, while the gold from the Nile River was known as 
“Kush” gold. The gold coming from the Qabqabah area and its sur-
roundings was called “Taset” gold. The names Taset and Kush have 
been mentioned in many Egyptian texts, particularly in the annals of 
Pharaoh Thutmose III, who recorded quantities of gold as part of the 
Nubian tribute.(9)

In addition to the sites previously mentioned where gold was found in 
significant quantities, other areas also contained gold:

1.	 Fazughli and Benishangul on the Blue Nile.

2.	 Mount Shibun in South Kordofan.

Gold was the most important export of Sudan in the 18th century, espe-
cially when trade between the two countries flourished.

From the above, we can see numerous sites where gold mining activi-
ties occurred, particularly in East Sudan, Northern Sudan, Kordofan, 
and the Blue Nile. The ruling Egyptian families and the subsequent 
groups that governed Egypt worked to acquire gold through various 
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means, including tributes imposed on the territories they controlled in 
Northern and Eastern Sudan, as well as through trade. This was because 
Egypt was the closest market to the ancient Sudanese kingdoms.(9)

There were references to the gold of the Beja and other regions of Su-
dan that were famous for their gold deposits. Sudan has been known 
since ancient times for its abundance of gold, with significant quantities 
present. However, despite this wealth, gold did not significantly con-
tribute to revitalizing the Sudanese economy.

The Jebeit area in East Sudan was considered one of the most import-
ant gold mining regions, as well as the Red Sea highlands. The presence 
of gold in these areas has encouraged the migration of tribes such as 
Rabi’a, Al-Bali, Juhayna, Mudhar, and Bani Salim.(10)

Archaeological discoveries in East Sudan and the Eastern Desert have 
indicated the presence of large quantities of gold. The city of Durhib in 
East Sudan was considered one of the most important centers for desert 
mining. There were numerous archaeological evidences that point to 
the existence of gold in the regions of East Sudan.(11)

Method of Extracting Gold from the Desert of Wadi Al-Alaqi:

Gold is found in Wadi Al-A’alaqi in the desert, where there are wells for 
gold extraction. Mercury is used to extract gold from the ore.

As a result of the flourishing gold trade and the methods employed in 
Wadi Al-A’alaqi, many markets have emerged in that area. Numerous 
evidences found in Wadi Al-A’alaqi indicate the ancient practice of 
mining in the region. Freshwater was used in the process of washing the 
ore to obtain gold.
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Chapter Four 

Gold in Sennar:

Gold in the Sennar State was considered one of the most important 
minerals, and it was under the control and direct supervision of the sul-
tan.(1) The southern regions of the Sennar state were the main areas of 
gold production.(2) Gold in Sennar was completely cotrolled by the 
kings of the Funj, which led merchants in the kingdom to offer gifts to 
them in order to obtain the gold they desired.

Traveller James Bruce, who visited Sennar in 1772, noted the presence 
of gold in good quantities along the banks of the Blue and White Nile. 
These areas were among the richest in the Sennar state in terms of gold 
and were key production zones for this precious metal. The manage-
ment of the gold production areas in the Funj state was entrusted to the 
king’s relatives and close associates in whom he had confidence regard-
ing their loyalty.(3)

Sennar gold was coined into rings, with each ring weighing a quarter of 
an ounce, and it was exported to the Fur Sultanate. It was rarely found 
in the markets due to the monopoly held by the Fur sultans over this 
metal.

It is clear from James Bruce’s description that the Funj sultans were 
concerned with gold, seeking to acquire and monopolize it for several 
reasons:

1.	 Gold was one of the most valuable metals, and demand for it in-
creases from traders who came to Sennar state for commerce.

2.	 The importance of gold in internal and external trade led to its mo-
nopoly by the Funj sultans.
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3.	 The presence of gold outside the sultan’s control in Sennar woild 
threaten his throne and status within the state.

4.	 The Sennar State’s control over gold allowed it to obtain necessary 
goods and commodities at any time.

5.	 Having gold in Sennar under the sultans’ management contributed 
to commercial and economic stability, encouraging traders from 
both inside and outside the sultanate to come to Sennar.

Some Gold Pieces from the Sennar State
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Chapter Five

Gold in Fazughli

The Blue Nile region, in general, is part of the savanna; its soil is char-
acterized by dark clay, and its climate is marked by heavy rainfall during 
the summer and autumn seasons (from early May to the end of Octo-
ber). The vegetation in the area features long shrubs of large trees such 
as acacia, talh, tabaldi, hijlij, and harraz.(1)

The Fazughli area, located within this region, is one of the most import-
ant centers for gold production in the Sennar state and could be consid-
ered its primary center. Large groups of Nubians who lived in the Chris-
tian Kingdom of Alwa migrated here after its fall due to the alliance 
between the Funj and the Abdallab.(2) The traveler James Bruce de-
scribed it, stating: “Fazughli is a mountainous area and the main source 
of gold production in Sennar, located in the region of red soil. The lo-
cals have a clear belief that wherever red soil exists, gold is found.” 
Gold is also present in riverbeds and valleys after rainfall. Near the 
Nile, the quantities of gold decrease, according to Bruce’s testimony. To 
obtain gold, the red soil containing gold is collected and separated from 
the metal by washing it with water. Bruce also mentioned that there are 
no large mines for extracting gold in Fazughli, and a large number of 
workers are employed to obtain it.(3)

From the above, it could be said that Sennar was distinguished by the 
presence of gold in large quantities, allowing it to drive trade through-
out its areas of influence and become a hub for merchants seeking quick 
wealth, as well as adventurers and explorers who heard about the re-
sources and riches of the Sennar state. At the same time, we find that the 
Sultanate of the Funj did not prioritize the development of tools and 
methods for gold mining by introducing modern techniques for extract-
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ing and separating soil from the metal. This was due to the fact that the 
state’s needs were not significant at that time, and a small amount of 
gold was sufficient to meet their requirements for the needs of their 
state, which were represented in:

1. Weapons and military equipment. 

2. Fabrics, goods, and imported commodities. 

3. Needs of the sultan, his entourage, and the ministers of the sultanate.

After Ismail bin Muhammad Ali Pasha completed his control over the 
capital Sennar, and because gold was one of his motives for conquest, 
he headed south from Sennar towards Sennija on the Blue Nile, which 
is one of the prominent towns in that region.(4) In December 1821, King 
Hassan of Fazughli willingly surrendered to Ismail. Ismail’s movement 
southward towards Fazughli was driven by the desire to obtain as much 
gold as possible. After Ismail arrived in Fazughli, he managed to incor-
porate it into Muhammad Ali’s rule in January 1822. The aim of Is-
mail’s expansion into this area was to increase his territories and ac-
quire gold.(5) This underscores Ismail bin Muhammad Ali Pasha’s 
determination to secure gold from the Fazughli region, as he directed 
his efforts there immediately after consolidating his control over Sennar 
and began mining for gold.(6)

Ibrahim Pasha stayed in Fazoughli for thirteen days before heading to-
wards the Qamamil Mountains in the Beni Shanqul region. He was ac-
companied by the mineral specialist (Milyod) and some explosives ex-
perts. The locals had dug several wells in search of gold. Ibrahim filled 
two sacks with soil from these wells and sent them to his father in Egypt 
for testing to determine the gold content. After receiving the sacks, the 
Pasha decided to initiate gold mining operations in Sudan. Due to Mu-
hammad Ali Pasha’s interest in gold, he requested a European expert 
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knowledgeable about gold extraction to be sent to Sudan right after the 
end of the rainy season to work with Ibrahim Pasha in gold acquisition. 
Muhammad Ali Pasha outlined the expert’s task, stating: “(... to exam-
ine the areas where the mineral is expected to be found and ascertain the 
actual situation according to his craft. Then he will determine what he 
found, if anything, or what he did not find, and give a definitive ver-
dict...)” (7)

The disturbances in Sinnar prompted Ismail, son of Muhammad Ali 
Pasha, to rush back to the city, which resulted in the halt of his project 
aimed at continuing gold exploration in the Fazoughli region. This was 
followed by his assassination in Shendi by Mek Nimer in October 1822. 
Subsequently, the retaliatory campaigns led by the Deffatardar took 
place. All these events ultimately led to the cessation of gold explora-
tion operations in the regions of Beni Shanqul and Kordofan, due to the 
uprisings that occurred in Sudan and the lack of sufficient security to 
carry out gold mining activities.(8)

 By 1825, Muhammad Ali Pasha assigned a person named (Brouki) along 
with another individual called (Drewish Agha), the supervisor of minerals, 
to search for minerals in Sudan in general and gold in particular. Brouki 
arrived in Khartoum but found no cooperation from the officials there. He 
stayed in the capital until 1829 but was unable to accomplish the mission 
for which he had come. At that point, he decided to return to Cairo.(9)

During the era of Khurshid Pasha, two expeditions were sent to explore for 
gold in the Beni Shanqul region, accompanied by European experts. But 
despite the two expeditions spending six months in the area, the results 
were disappointing.(10)

The first expedition was launched in 1837 and is considered one of the 
largest missions sent to acquire gold. The expedition was equipped with 
several experts, workers, and necessary tools, and included two thou-
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sand jihadist troops led by General Mustafa Bey,(11) along with Mes-
sieurs (Rousguer) and (Bouriani), experts dispatched by Muhammad 
Ali Pasha to Sudan. The expedition reached the Fazoughli region and 
worked hard to find gold, but the results were unsatisfactory.

From Fazoughli, the expedition moved to Singa, where they stayed for 
one night before heading to a place called (Zenbu) and then to another 
location named (Tagato). The members of the expedition kept moving 
from one place to another in search of promising results for gold ex-
traction. However, all their attempts ultimately failed despite their de-
termination to succeed. The expedition faced several difficulties that 
contributed to its eventual failure, including:

−	 They faced repeated attacks from the local populations.

−	 The difficulty of the terrain.

−	 Weather fluctuations.

The expedition returned to Khartoum six months after the start of their 
mission. After analyzing the samples they collected, it was confirmed 
that they had failed to obtain the quantities of gold that had been planned.
(12) To prevent the smuggling of gold from Sinnar abroad, Khurshid Pa-
sha requested that Muhammad Ali Pasha provide the necessary funds to 
purchase gold and prevent its smuggling. The Pasha agreed to his re-
quest, and the required money was sent to Khartoum.(13)

Muhammad Ali Pasha remained unconvinced that there were no com-
mercially viable gold deposits in the Fazoughli, Beni Shanqul, and Blue 
Nile regions. Consequently, he tasked governor Khurshid Pasha with 
preparing ten thousand workers. He also wrote to the directors of the 
Sudanese provinces to secure the necessary funds for the exploration 
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operations and the expeditions he intended to send in search of gold. 
Additionally, he decided to employ criminals to work in gold mining in 
the Fazoughli region as part of their punishment.(14)

This could demonstrate the Pasha’s strong determination to obtain gold, 
as he was willing to invest substantial amounts of money in the endeav-
our, even resorting to using criminals for gold exploration efforts, all to 
achieve the quantities he aimed to secure.
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Chapter six

Gold in Sudan during the Time
 of Muhammad Ali Pasha

 and His Successors
It was well known that gold and other resources were among the signif-
icant factors that drove Muhammad Ali Pasha to invade Sudan. One 
could say that the Pasha, while in Cairo, was eager for the invasion 
process and sought to ensure its success by all available means at that 
time.

Muhammad Ali Pasha had great ambition, as he aimed to establish an 
empire similar to that of Napoleon Bonaparte in Europe, taking advan-
tage of his control over Egypt, Syria, the Hijaz, and later Sudan. Through 
his control of Sudan, Muhammad Ali Pasha sought to dominate Abys-
sinia and extend his influence toward the Red Sea to gain control over 
it as well. (1) 

When the situation in Sennar deteriorated and the state entered a phase 
of internal conflicts, some local leaders sought the assistance of Mu-
hammad Ali Pasha to establish his control and influence over the coun-
try, aiming to halt the internal strife that had become one of the most 
prominent features of the final days of the Funj State, which lasted from 
1504 to 1821. These calls found a significant response and welcoming 
from the Pasha, who was eager to extend his control southward toward 
the fertile Sudanese lands rich in resources and wealth.

Additionally, the Mamluks who had fled south posed a major threat to 
the stability of Muhammad Ali Pasha’s empire, which he was diligently 
trying to solidify. Muhammad Ali Pasha was also concerned about the 
Mamluks establishing their control over the Sudanese territories, taking 
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advantage of the weakness and conflicts that had engulfed the Sudanese 
kingdoms in the late seventeenth century. Those kingdoms were suffer-
ing from a clear weakness that tempted any ambitious or adventurous 
individual to seize control over them.(2)

The first and second trips made by the British consul in Egypt, Henry 
Salt,(3)to Abyssinia heightened Mohamed Ali Pasha’s concerns in Egypt 
regarding Sudan and its future. The goal of the first trip, during which 
he met the King of Abyssinia, was to secure a naval base for Britain on 
the Red Sea (4) in the Danakil region.(5) This base would enable Britain 
to invade Egypt if France considered regaining control via the Mediter-
ranean again, or if Egypt fell under the control of a powerful nation. In 
such cases, Britain could intervene from its base in the Red Sea to reas-
sert control over Egypt. The second trip aimed to strengthen the Chris-
tian religious ties between Britain and Abyssinia. (6)

Abyssinia was a focal point of interest for the British administration due to 
its strategic location and its access to the Red Sea, as well as its proximity 
to Sudan, a region rich in resources. To stay close to developments in Egypt, 
Britain sought to strengthen its ties with Abyssinia in various ways. The 
religious relations between the two nations further accelerated this rap-
prochement.

Since Mohamed Ali Pasha was wary of entering into uncertain ventures and 
was known for his extreme caution, he dispatched an intelligence delega-
tion from Cairo to Sennar. This delegation, which arrived at the Sultan’s 
palace bearing gifts in 1813, was tasked with thoroughly surveying the sit-
uation from the northern borders of the Sennar state to Sennar, the capital.

The report from this mission was clear and encouraging for Mohamed 
Ali Pasha, suggesting that Sennar was an easy target that he could seize 
once he finished his war in the Hijaz. To avoid spreading his military 
efforts between the Hijaz and Sudan, the Pasha decided to wait until he 
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could secure his position in the Hijaz before launching an assault on the 
Sennar state. Once he confirmed the stability of his military situation on 
the battlefronts in the Hijaz, he resolved to invade Sennar and conquer 
it. (7) To ensure his complete control over Sudan, the Pasha sent his son-
in-law, Engineer Mohamed Bey Khosrow Dafterdar,(8)on an intelligence 
mission in the region extending between Aswan and Dongola, which 
was under the control of the scouts at that time. (9)The mission of Daft-
erdar involved the following tasks:

−	 Gathering information about the Mamluks and their activities in the 
Shaiqiya region and south of it.

−	 Identifying the route that the invasion campaign would take south-
ward to Dongola.(10)

It could be said that the mission assigned to Mohamed Bey Khosrow 
was largely successful. The evidence of this is that the Pasha developed 
his plans for the invasion of Sudan based on the information collected 
by Khosrow about the area from Aswan to the Shaiqiya regions in 
northern Sudan. In addition to Khosrow’s report, the Pasha sought to 
gather further information about Sudan through various means, includ-
ing sending a delegation to Sennar to survey the conditions in the area 
from Aswan down to the capital, Sennar. Therefore, it could be con-
cluded that Mohamed Ali Pasha took all necessary precautions to ex-
tend his control over Sudan.

When we examine the position of the Dafterdar regarding the invasion 
of Sudan in general, and Kordofan in particular, we find that he suc-
ceeded in consolidating the Pasha’s control over all of Kordofan. After 
the death of Ismail ibn Muhammad Ali Pasha, the Dafterdar managed to 
suppress the Sudanese in order to reinforce the new regime’s authority.

The preparations for the invasion of Sudan in 1820 by Muhammad Ali 
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Pasha and his son Ismail Pasha, along with his son-in-law Muhammad 
Bey Khasrou Dafterdar, were completed. The planning and thinking for 
the invasion had been underway for a long time. Muhammad Ali Pasha 
aimed to achieve the desired success through the invasion and to ac-
quire large amounts of gold from Sennar, which had become a topic of 
discussion at that time. There was much talk about the availability of 
gold and iron in the regions of Sennar, Fazughli, and Jebel Shaybon in 
Kordofan. Consequently, the Pasha’s desire to benefit from these vast 
resources, which he believed had not been optimally exploited during 
the era of the Islamic kingdoms that had controlled Sudan after the fall 
of the Christian kingdoms—namely, the Funj, the Fur, Takali, and the 
Masbat—grew stronger. It is evident that obtaining gold would encour-
age trade between Sudan and Egypt and significantly contribute to its 
development. Thus, Muhammad Ali Pasha completed the process of 
invading Sudan in 1821.(12)

During the Turkish rule from 1821 to 1855, the gold-producing areas in 
the Blue Nile experienced clear domination by the governors in Khar-
toum. This ultimately led to the impoverishment of the local popula-
tion. The Berta tribe, one of the tribes inhabiting the gold-producing 
regions in the Blue Nile, was significantly affected by these oppressive 
measures.(13) Their influence in the gold-producing areas shifted to the 
Watawit tribe, who economically controlled the region.(14)

The Egyptian Khedive in Cairo and the governors in Khartoum sought 
to benefit from the Sufi sheikhs and local tribal leaders to identify areas 
rich in important minerals such as gold and iron throughout Sudan. 
Among those whom Governor Khalid Khasrou relied on was Sheikh 
Idris Wad Adlan, known as the chief of the Funj Mountains, a promi-
nent figure among the residents of the Blue Nile region. Khalid Khasrou 
wrote to the manager of Fazughli, Selim Pasha, requesting him to do 
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everything possible to win Sheikh Idris Wad Adlan’s favor in order to 
bring him into the government’s fold and utilize his influence in his ar-
eas.

Khalid Khasrou also sought the assistance of Sheikh Abd al-Qadir Wad 
al-Zain, Sheikh Muhammad Dafa’allah, and Sheikh Ahmad Abu Sin, 
the leader of the Shukriya tribe. These leaders played significant roles 
in quelling tensions and incorporating the Taka region into the posses-
sions of the Egyptian state,(15) and they were a strong support for the 
former governor Ahmad Pasha al-Minkali.(16)

Muhammad Ali Pasha and his successors benefited from the tribal and 
clan leaders in Sudan by winning them over with gifts and granting 
them certain positions to collaborate in managing Sudan’s affairs. These 
leaders held significant status among their tribes and local communi-
ties, and they agreed to work with the new government. They became 
one of its essential pillars in maintaining security and stability, actively 
assisting the government in suppressing numerous revolts that erupted 
in various regions.
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Chapter Seven

Gold in Kordofan
The Kordofan region is considered one of the richest Sudanese regions 
in terms of resources. Gold has been found in Kordofan, particularly in 
the Nuba Mountains, in significant quantities since ancient times. When 
Muhammad Bey Khasrou Dafterdar’s forces took control of Kordofan, 
he began searching for gold and iron in those areas known for their 
abundant resources and diverse sources.

The Dafterdar organized the operations for searching and mining gold 
and iron under his direct supervision. He also worked on identifying 
and classifying Kordofan’s resources in a scientific manner that would 
enable him to benefit from them in the future.(1) Muhammad Ali Pasha 
instructed the Dafterdar to identify the gold regions in the area and to 
make diligent efforts in this matter. He requested that he be well-in-
formed about all details related to Kordofan, stating:

“...and since a land like Kordofan has entered our rule with little effort... 
do not spare any effort in providing your wise counsel regarding what 
is necessary for the governance of its affairs by managing its borders 
and linking its regions to extract what is needed from its mines...” (2)

The Nuba Mountains region served as the primary source of gold for 
the market in the city of El-Obeid during the Turkish-Egyptian rule. (3) 

Gold was brought from the Nuba Mountains in the form of rings or 
bracelets, known for being among the finest types of gold in Sudan, 
with a purity and quality not less than that of Venetian gold in Italy.(4) 

Before the Turkish-Egyptian invasion of Sudan, women in Kordo-
fan wore gold for adornment. However, the Turkish rule led to the 
confiscation of all gold possessions from the locals, turning gold 
into a commercial commodity and eliminating its use as jewelry 
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among women in Kordofan. This action prompted many locals 
who owned gold to hide it from the government to avoid confisca-
tion by various means. Interestingly, what Sudanese women in 
Kordofan were deprived of—wearing and adorning themselves 
with gold—was permitted for Turkish women in the city of El-
Obeid, and these ornaments were characterized by their simplicity 
and beauty.(6)

Gold in Shibun, Kordofan:

The Shibun Mountain region in the Nuba Mountains of South 
Kordofan was the second site for gold mining during the Egyptian 
khedivial rule. Several reports by European visitors, including 
Brown, Pallme, Petherick, and Rougesir, noted the presence of 
significant gold deposits in this area. They all agreed that the local 
inhabitants were largely unaware of its true value. The only groups 
that recognized its worth and engaged in trade were the Danagla 
tribe, who arrived in the region. They managed to achieve substan-
tial profits from trading this important and valuable commodity. (7)

When comparing the gold extracted from Shibun Mountain in 
Kordofan to the Sanari gold obtained from the Fazogli areas, it 
was evident that Shibun gold was of higher quality. This was at-
tributed to the density of Kordofan gold. The gold extracted from 
Kordofan came in two forms: the first was granules, and the sec-
ond was rings. Traders and gold dealers prefered the first form to 
avoid fraudulent practices that some individuals engaged in, par-
ticularly since rings could be more easily tampered with. (8)

The gold extracted from Shibun Mountain in the Nuba Mountains of 
South Kordofan received significant attention from Governor Khaled 
Khosrow. To obtain the largest quantity of gold from these areas, he 
appointed Hassan Haidar Pasha as the head of gold mining in Shibun 



55

Mountain as one of Sudan’s most important gold-producing regions. (9)

Despite serious and ongoing attempts to search for gold in these areas, 
many efforts ended in failure. Although Muhammad Ali Pasha made 
clear efforts to acquire gold from Sudan, the amount extracted did not 
cover the expenses incurred. It could be said that his mission to obtain 
gold from Kordofan and Shibun Mountain ultimately failed, despite the 
extensive preparations made to extract this precious metal from those 
regions. (10)

Despite all the earnest attempts by Muhammad Ali Pasha and the 
governors who succeeded him in managing Sudan to acquire gold, all 
those efforts ended in failure and did not achieve the desired goal of 
obtaining large quantities of gold.
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Chapter Eight

Muhammad Ali Pasha’s 
Attempts to Acquire

 Gold from Sudan
Despite Muhammad Ali Pasha’s inability to obtain the quantities of 
gold he had planned for from various regions of Sudan, he did not cease 
his efforts to search for this precious metal. He worked diligently, utiliz-
ing all available means at the time, and sought the assistance of several 
European, Egyptian, and Russian engineers to achieve his long-stand-
ing goal of acquiring gold.

In January 1848, Muhammad Ali Pasha decided to send a team of Rus-
sian and Egyptian engineers, along with some foreigners, to prospect 
for gold in the Blue Nile region of Sudan. The expedition consisted of 
B. Y. Kavalisky, Dr. Trimou, and Dr. Grima Manovitch, a translator and 
draftsman trained in France. The task of securing the mission and ad-
dressing any problems it encountered was entrusted to Yusuf Afandi the 
Circassian.(1)

Muhammad Ali Pasha, through this expedition, relied on a multination-
al team composed of Russians, Egyptians, Europeans, and others to 
prospect for gold and acquire substantial quantities to support his proj-
ects in Egypt.

The expedition moved from Cairo to the Upper Egypt region, then to 
Halfa, and finally to Dongola within Sudanese territory. The team con-
tinued southward to the city of Berber and then to Shendi. Upon reach-
ing Khartoum, everyone was captivated by that beautiful African city. 
In 1848, Khartoum was one of the most distinguished Sudanese cities, 
characterized by its good planning, flower-adorned streets, and the 
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beautiful gardens that thrived due to the annual rains in the region. The 
city’s streets were wide and clean, receiving significant attention from 
its rulers. The houses were built of stone, which caught the attention of 
the expedition team visiting Sudan for the first time in search of gold.(2)

The expedition moved from Khartoum after spending some time there 
to the city of Wad Madani, located to the south of Khartoum on the Blue 
Nile. From there, they travelled to the city of Sennar, which had been 
the capital of the Sennar state before its fall to Muhammad Ali Pasha. 
Unlike Khartoum, Sennar was neither as beautiful nor as well-planned. 
Although it was once at the height of its glory, it had now become a 
declining city.

The team then moved from Sennar toward Al-Rusairis, located on the 
eastern bank of the Blue Nile. At that time, it served as the capital of 
Fazogli region. One member of the expedition who visited Al-Rusairis 
in 1848 described it as a mix between a village and a city, with the vil-
lage characteristics being more prominent. The population of Al-Ru-
sairis at that time was around three thousand, and the residents faced 
challenges in accessing potable water. Consequently, the women of the 
city would fetch water daily on the backs of donkeys from a distant lo-
cation.(3)

From Al-Rusairis, the expedition proceeded to the Qesan area,(4)arriv-
ing there on March 4, 1848. The team designated the Qesan Mountains 
as their initial site for gold prospecting in that vast region. A gold min-
ing workshop was established near the Tomat River.(5)

A number of machines were installed for gold extraction, including one 
Hungarian-made machine.(6) At the beginning, the Russian expedition 
found indications of the presence of gold in the sand. One of the expe-
dition members, named Kavalevsky, wrote to the Russian consul in 
Khartoum informing him that they had found evidence confirming the 
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presence of the metal in the Qaisan area on the Blue Nile. He also told 
the consul that he wished to complete this mission as soon as possible 
and return to Cairo in July of the year 1848.(7)

Despite the lack of promising results, Y.P. Kavalevsky requested from 
Muhammad Ali Pasha the development of the Qessan area and the fa-
cilitation of movement there, as the preliminary findings indicated the 
presence of large quantities of gold in that region. However, despite the 
hopes surrounding the exploration team, Muhammad Ali Pasha passed 
away after the construction of the gold exploration workshops in 
Fazughli, and the project did not continue as originally planned.(8)

From the above, we can conclude that the Russo-Egyptian-European 
expedition sent by Muhammad Ali Pasha to extract gold from the Blue 
Nile region in Sudan did not succeed in its mission and failed to obtain 
the quantities of gold the Pasha had hoped for. There were several rea-
sons that contributed to this failure, which could be summarized as fol-
lows:

1.	 Limited and scarce exploration capabilities at the time.

2.	 The exploration missions’ inability to adapt to Sudan’s unpredict-
able climate.

3.	 The difficulty of obtaining commercially viable quantities of gold, 
which would justify the cost of exploration and mining operations.



60

Reference Transliterated:

(1)	 A. F. Antoshin, Dhahab Sanar, Qissat Awal Masna’a Li-Istikhlaas 
al-Dhahab fi ‘Ahad Muhammad Ali Pasha, (Tarjama) Walid Mu-
hammad Talabah, al-Tab’a al-Thaniya, Anba’ Russia, 2014, p. 88.

(2)	 Al-Masdar al-Nafs, p. 112.

(3)	 Al-Masdar al-Nafs, p. 117-118.

(4)	 Qaisan: Taqa’ Qaisan fi al-Juz’ al-Nubiy al-Sharqi min Mintaqat 
al-Nil al-Azraq fi al-Sudan wa hiya Mintaqa Hududiyah ma’a Ithi-
opia.

(5)	 Tumat: Taqa’ Mintaqat Tumat ‘inda al-Iltiqa’ Nahr Atbara wa Sit-
teet.

(6)	 Yadullu wujood hadhihi al-‘Ala al-Majriyya dakhil Muwaddat Fa-
reeq al-Tanqeeb ‘an al-Dhahab fi Qaisan annahu kana hunak ihti-
mam wadih bihadhihi al-Ba‘tha, wa al-daleel tawfeer muwaddat 
Urubiyyah l-musa’adatihim fi ‘Amaliyyat al-Tanqeeb.

(7)	 A. F. Antoshin, Masdar Sabiq, p. 120.

(8)	 Al-Masdar al-Nafs, p. 124.
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Chapter Nine

 Muhammad Ali Pasha in Sudan
Muhammad Ali Pasha’s Journey to Sudan:

As a result of the conflicting reports that were submitted to Mu-
hammad Ali Pasha regarding the gold, its quantities, and locations 
in Sudan, the Pasha decided to undertake his first and last journey 
to Sudan personally.(1)After the failure of the expeditions he had 
sent to explore for gold in the areas of Fazughli and Bani Shangul, 
and despite his efforts to send mining experts, clerks, accountants, 
doctors, and engineers to those regions with the aim of obtaining 
gold, all of these attempts failed to yield the results he had hoped 
for. The outcomes were unsatisfactory and did not meet his grand 
aspirations of acquiring Sudanese gold. Therefore, Muhammad Ali 
Pasha decided to go to Sudan himself on a journey fraught with 
risks and uncertain consequences, fifteen years after the conquest 
of Sudan.(2)

The visit was one of the most important events of 1838. The pur-
pose of the visit was to get acquainted with the vast country, which 
was rich in resources and wealth. Muhammad Ali Pasha wanted to 
see firsthand what the public and confidential reports had claimed 
about Sudan’s natural resources and treasures, both below and 
above the ground. This visit was of great importance to Muham-
mad Ali Pasha, as he was working seriously to bring about an ur-
ban and economic transformation in Egypt, a mission that required 
significant financial and effortful investment.

The European consuls were quick to recognize the significance of this 
important journey. Some of them suggested that the primary reason and 
true motive behind Muhammad Ali Pasha’s trip was to secure Sudanese 
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gold, in order to strengthen his position against the Ottoman Sultan and 
to suppress any military threats to his throne. Additionally, Muhammad 
Ali Pasha’s journey to Sudan attracted considerable attention from the 
consuls of European countries in Cairo. They wrote several reports 
about the idea behind the journey and its various stages to their respec-
tive countries. The journey lasted for five months, and it was document-
ed and published in the Journal of the Journey to Sudan.)3(

Mohamed Ali Pasha said about his journey to Sudan: “By my life, the 
people living in the vast lands of Sudan, known to those who have seen 
them, are devoid of knowledge and lacking in understanding of benefit 
and harm. They have wrestled with beasts, yet throughout all the time 
they have lived, they have not managed to achieve anything significant, 
nor have they grasped the necessary means for living, crafts, or 
trades...”(4)

Mohamed Ali Pasha admired the fertile and expansive lands that Sudan 
possesses, but at the same time, he lamented the lack of development 
among the people of this country. He noted their need for education, as 
remaining in this state of ignorance would place them among the back-
ward nations. He also emphasized that they require someone to guide 
them towards development and prosperity by teaching them various 
crafts and industries.
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Mohamed Ali Pasha

Mohamed Ali Pasha wanted to see the lands that had been conquered 
and controlled by iron and fire, and he also wished to personally inspect 
the gold mines in Sudan. He believed that gold existed in large quanti-
ties in Sudan since he first considered its invasion.(4) After the financial 
crisis in Egypt in 1838 and the deterioration of his relationship with 
Sultan Mahmud II of the Ottoman Empire, he decided to go to Sudan, 
hoping to acquire significant amounts of gold to load his ships with the 
precious metal.
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His ambition was further fueled by a report from the Austrian miner, 
Rosgier, which he submitted to Mohamed Ali Pasha, indicating the 
presence of abundant gold in Sudan.(6) Mohamed Ali Pasha clarified the 
reasons for his journey to Sudan, stating that he hoped to obtain gold 
through this expedition: “If I return from Fazogli with a ship loaded 
with gold, I will resolve all my disputes according to my desires with-
out the help of anyone, for when there is money, one does not lack 
friends and armies to facilitate agreements...”(7)

The Pasha prepared well for his journey and brought along a number of 
engineers and laborers needed for the search and excavation of gold in 
Sudan. The number of workers employed in the excavation operations 
in Fazogli reached four thousand. Sheikh Idris Wad Adlan, known as 
the chief of the Funj Mountains, successfully gathered them by offering 
a monthly wage.

Sheikh Idris Wad Adlan assured Mohamed Ali Pasha that he would con-
tact the local residents in the Beni Shangul area and Mount Qamamiel, 
one of the mountains famous for its gold deposits, with the aim of per-
suading them to submit to the government and to participate in the gold 
excavation operations in their regions.(8)

It is clear that there were many reasons and factors that made Mohamed 
Ali Pasha interested in gold in Sudan. Among those factors was the need 
to secure funds for the ambitious large-scale projects he intended to es-
tablish in Egypt. He also sought complete independence from the Otto-
man Sultan by paying off the taxes owed to the Sultan. The Pasha men-
tioned that gold was important to him.

From October 15, 1838, to March 14, 1839, Mohamed Ali Pasha under-
took his historic visit to Sudan, during which he was seventy years old. 
He endured many hardships to complete this journey and nearly drowned 
in the Nile due to damage sustained by his ship.(9)
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Itinerary of the Journey:

The journey was well-prepared, and orders were issued to set sail south-
ward toward Fazogli aboard boats under the command of Khair al-Din 
Bey. Mohamed Ali Pasha appointed a man named Buriani with the rank 
of captain to accompany the expedition, with a monthly salary of three 
thousand piasters and sufficient provisions. The Pasha promised to pro-
mote him to the rank of Bey upon the emergence of promising signs of 
gold in Fazogli.(10)

After completing the preparations for the journey, three large gold ships 
set sail under the command of Salim, (11) a captain, and his assistant, a 
Swede named Ahmad who converted to Islam and changed his name to 
Ahmad. Along with them was a naval officer named Faid Allah, a cap-
tain who had been educated in England. The mission of this expedition 
was to discover the sources of the White Nile.(12)

After that, the Pasha set off from Cairo heading to Sudan on a journey 
that lasted five months and four days, passing through several areas 
until he reached Upper Egypt. He travelled through the regions of Min-
ya, Aswan, Qursco, and others. During this journey, the Pasha was able 
to observe the agricultural activities and society in Upper Egypt, which 
prompted him to issue several Pasha orders aimed at organizing admin-
istration and public affairs in those areas.

Upon entering Sudanese territory at Wadi Halfa, he moved south to-
ward the areas of Abaka and Um Bakol near Dongola. The Pasha and 
his companions faced many difficulties navigating the Nile River south 
of Old Dongola, and their boat nearly capsized in the third cataract area 
of Kajbar.(13)

Mohamed Ali Pasha was accompanied on his journey by several nota-
ble figures, including the Consul General of France, Toussaint, who 
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wrote to his government before departing for Sudan that Mohamed Ali 
Pasha intended to mint specific coins bearing his name on one side and 
Fazogli on the other. (14)

Also accompanying him was a man named Lambert, who was one of 
Mohamed Ali Pasha’s close associates, along with a French athlete 
ranked as a colonel, and Qaitani Bey, Mohamed Ali Pasha’s personal 
physician. Additionally, Rustam and Yaqub Bey, who served as secre-
taries, and translators Khosrow Effendi and Stefan, who accompanied 
Mohamed Ali on his journey to Sudan, were part of the expedition, 
along with other several officials and assistants.

Mohamed Ali Pasha in Khartoum:

From the village of Um Bakol,(15)the Pasha’s caravan moved across the 
Bayudha Desert and reached Khartoum on November 6, 1838. In Khar-
toum, Mohamed Ali Pasha met with the leaders of the Sudanese tribes 
and urged them to cooperate and work with the government for the ad-
vancement and development of Sudan. He told them: “If you follow 
what others are doing, you will elevate your status from where you are 
to that of other countries.”

The journey from Um Bakol to Khartoum took the Pasha six and a half 
days, while the boats that accompanied him from Um Bakol arrived in 
Khartoum in thirty days, highlighting the difficulties of travelling along 
the Nile at that time.(16)

One of Mohamed Ali Pasha’s companions described Khartoum during 
their visit in 1838, stating:

“Khartoum is the capital, located at 16 degrees latitude, and it is about 
one farsakh (approximately five and a half kilometers) away from the 
Nile. Fifteen years ago, it was just a collection of scattered huts. When 
Governor Khurshid Pasha admired the current location of Khartoum, 
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situated at the confluence of the two Niles, he requested some families 
from Sennar and groups of Arabs from the nearby desert to come and 
settle in the new location. Thus, the city of Khartoum came into exis-
tence, with over five hundred systematically built houses, a hospital, 
and several grain stores established in the city. Lush gardens appeared, 
containing various types of fruits, including figs and grapes.” (17)

After the arrival of the boats in Khartoum, which was delayed due to the 
rapids in the Nile, the delegation moved south toward the city of Wad 
Madani, reaching it in December 1838. There, they met Sheikh Al-Raih, 
the chief of the village of Tayba near Wad Madani, who requested that 
the Pasha exempt him and his village from the taxes imposed by the 
government.(18)Mohamed Ali Pasha agreed to his request.

From there, they continued to Sennar and then to Al-Rusairis. After ar-
riving in the Al-Rusairis area, the Pasha and his companions stayed 
there for fifteen days before moving southward toward Fazogli. (19)

Mohamed Ali Pasha arrived in Fazogli and settled in the village of Fam-
ka on the Blue Nile on January 14, 1839. He was accompanied on his 
journey to the Fazogli region by Governor Ahmad Pasha (Abu Wadan).
(20)From Famka, the Pasha sent three mineral experts—Buriani the Ital-
ian, Lambert, and Ahmad Yusuf Al-Jashangi—to the areas of Fasungaro 
and Beni Shangul to search for gold. After several experiments, they 
determined that they had found indications of gold, which encouraged 
Mohamed Ali Pasha to personally visit those areas to assess the situa-
tion.

However, after several attempts, they were unable to obtain the quanti-
ties of gold that the Pasha hoped for.(21)Mohamed Ali Pasha stayed in 
the Fazogli area for twenty-one days, having arrived on 28 Shawwal 
1254 AH (January 14, 1839) and departing southward toward the areas 
expected to yield gold on 19 Dhu al-Qi’dah (February 3, 1839).(22)
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Chapter Ten

The City of Muhammad Ali
 in Sudan

Location of Muhammad Ali’s City of Gold:

Muhammad Ali Pasha left Fazogli heading towards the area of Khawr 
al-Dhahab, located opposite the village of Kashankar.1( ) He worked on 
establishing the necessary buildings to access gold, as obtaining the 
precious metal requires significant effort. Muhammad Ali Pasha decid-
ed to utilize the mechanical equipment available at that time and enlist-
ed the help of twenty engineers, offering them generous salaries.(2)

The city of Muhammad Ali Pasha, or the City of Gold, was situated on 
the western bank of the Blue Nile, south of Fazogli and Famka. Mu-
hammad Ali Pasha was impressed by the city’s distinctive location, or-
dering his tents to be pitched there. He also instructed the engineer Dar-
nud to build a palace for him and requested that the engineers establish 
their homes near the palace, along with housing for soldiers.

Through these strict, rapid, and serious measures, the city of Muham-
mad Ali Pasha (the City of Gold) came into existence. The military 
personnel accompanying the expedition played a crucial role in this 
development. This city, in terms of its establishment and architectural 
style, was a central labor-military city, serving as a base for future gold 
exploration missions across various regions of the Blue Nile. It includ-
ed accommodations for soldiers, distinguished houses for engineers, 
and homes for workers involved in gold searching and mining.

An important aspect is that Muhammad Ali Pasha sought to immortal-
ize his name in the Blue Nile region, and Sudan in general. He aimed to 
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have his name spoken by the people, which is why he named the city 
after himself. This initiative was also intended to enhance the city’s 
development.(3)

Key Facilities of the City:

The city of Muhammad Ali Pasha, or the City of Gold, included his 
private palace, as well as houses and ammunition stores built near the 
palace. The city also featured a hospital and accommodations for sol-
diers. In a short time, a new city emerged.(4)

Upon examining the geography of this new city, one finds it aligned 
with Khawr al-Dhahab, located opposite the village of Kashankar, 
which is one of the villages in the Fazogli area. Groups from the Berta 
tribe inhabited the region, and consultations were held with their lead-
ers regarding settling in the new city.(5)The buildings of the city were 
well-constructed, and twenty engineers were housed within it, each 
granted one hundred acres of agricultural land. Muhammad Ali Pasha 
aimed to stabilize the engineers and workers with these incentives, pro-
viding them with all the modern tools available at the time for gold 
extraction.

Additionally, Muhammad Ali Pasha promised local leaders to supply 
clothing and nine quarters of corn annually for one thousand five hun-
dred families from the local population willing to work and reside in the 
city. To ensure the success of his gold exploration project and the pros-
perity of his nascent city, he offered numerous incentives and facilities 
for the engineers and workers, whose tasks were strictly focused on 
gold extraction, as well as for the locals who constituted the backbone 
of manual gold searching and mining efforts.

However, the city did not achieve the prosperity and fame enjoyed by other 
Sudanese cities that emerged during the Turkish-Egyptian rule in Sudan.(6)
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In the region of (Fashangaro) near Fazoughli, Muhammad Ali Pasha 
addressed the dignitaries of the area, assuring them of their safety and 
the protection of their possessions. He emphasized the government’s 
commitment to safeguarding them against the attacks they used to face 
from the Abyssinians. He urged them to utilize their resources and 
wealth, and also to work on educating their children in order to keep up 
with the advanced and civilized world.(7)

Muhammad Ali Pasha said to them: “There is no doubt that every na-
tion goes through a period of childhood, like the one you are experienc-
ing now. However, the care of the Almighty sends a reformer to every 
nation to lead it forward on the path of progress and civilization. It has 
been my fortune to be chosen to fulfill this noble duty towards you.” (8)

Local stones were used along with red bricks to build the city, which 
has a circular shape. The interior houses were designed in various geo-
metric forms to align with gold mining operations. According to a re-
port from the archaeological site survey conducted by the Committee 
for Collecting and Documenting the History of the Blue Sultanate and 
the archaeological team in March/April 2005, many grinding stones are 
believed to have been used for grinding rocks containing gold. The ar-
chaeological team suggested conducting further studies on the city and 
the methods of gold exploration within it. (9)

Although the establishment and rise of Muhammad Ali Pasha’s city, 
known as the City of Gold, was linked to Muhammad Ali and his visit 
to Sudan, this city has not received the same level of fame and docu-
mentation as other cities that developed during the era of Muhammad 
Ali and his successors in Sudan. The city has suffered from neglect and 
oblivion, as well as deliberate destruction by those searching for gold in 
the area, despite its archaeological, historical, and civilizational signifi-
cance.
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A recent photo of Muhammad Ali Pasha’s city – November 2023, Source: Ali 
Ahmed Ibrahim and others.
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An old photo of the surface remains of Muhammad Ali Pasha’s city on the 
Blue Nile, Source: Hassan Ahmed Ibrahim, April 1980.
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Chapter Eleven

Objectives of Muhammad Ali
 Pasha’s Journey to Sudan

Professor Hasan Ahmad Ibrahim mentioned in his book titled “The 
Journey of Muhammad Ali Pasha to Sudan” that the Pasha’s journey 
aimed to achieve several goals, including:

−	 Gold Exploration: The search for gold in the Fazoughli region, 
which was one of the main reasons for the Pasha’s journey to Sudan.

−	 Mining Other Minerals: Exploration for other minerals, such as 
iron, which was also important to the Pasha due to its use in many 
modern industries.

−	 Exploitation of Sudan’s Resources: Developing agricultural crops 
for the purpose of exporting them to Egypt.

The report of Muhammad Ali Pasha’s journey to Sudan confirmed the 
true objectives of the expedition, stating: “It is clear from this that gold 
is indeed present in these lands, and for this reason, His Excellency 
decided to visit Sudan, as this journey is justified, and he resolved to 
ascertain the reality of this treasure...” (1)

It is clear from the above that gold in addition to Sudan’s abundant and 
diverse resources were the main driving force behind Muhammad Ali 
Pasha’s visit to Sudan. Evidence of this was that the Pasha, at the age of 
seventy-one, despite the difficulties surrounding his journey to Sudan, 
ventured to reach the areas of gold production and mining in the far 
southeastern regions of the country. He aimed to understand the coun-
try’s conditions and witness them firsthand with the insight of someone 
who knows what he seeks.
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Despite the significant risks surrounding the Pasha and his men, he in-
sisted on undertaking the journey to personally explore Sudan. This 
would enable him to determine how to manage that vast region, rich in 
resources and wealth. It could be said that Muhammad Ali Pasha’s jour-
ney to Sudan was driven by numerous internal and external factors pre-
viously explained, which surrounded the Pasha at that time. This ex-
plains his determination to travel to Sudan.

A close examination of the history and journey of Muhammad Ali Pa-
sha since he assumed power in Egypt revealed his keen interest in archi-
tecture and palace construction. He built several palaces in Cairo, Alex-
andria, and regional capitals. In my estimation, he succeeded in 
establishing an excellent infrastructure for Egypt and its people. Upon 
his arrival in Sudan, the Pasha worked on creating a palace for himself 
in his new city on the Blue Nile. This reflected his passion and admira-
tion for distinctive buildings that would commemorate his legacy.

Muhammad Ali Pasha’s strong interest in palaces and their construction 
was evident from January 1809, when, prior to the famous Citadel mas-
sacre, when he chose fifty acres of land in Shubra on the Nile to build 
his palace. He also planted trees in the area. However, the palace’s roof 
collapsed in 1811, and it was rebuilt in 1812, with the help of his archi-
tect, Dhulfiqar Katkhuda. Muhammad Ali Pasha designed his palace in 
Shubra in the Ottoman style, which was popular along the shores of the 
Bosphorus and Dardanelles, and it became his seat of power three years 
later.(2)
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Black and white image of Muhammad Ali Pasha’s palace in the
 Shubra area of Cairo.

The military force accompanying the scientific expedition, which was 
tasked with searching for gold, contributed to the establishment of Mu-
hammad Ali Pasha’s city. This was a military labor city, as the soldiers 
built their accommodations there, in addition to the housing for engi-
neers and workers involved in gold extraction. Muhammad Ali Pasha 
was ambitious regarding this new city and expected it to flourish and 
develop.”.(3)

The palace built by Muhammad Ali Pasha in his city—Muhammad Ali 
Pasha City—was distinguished by its beauty, and the Pasha resided 
there for a time in search of precious metals.(4)

Muhammad Ali Pasha aspired for his new city on the Blue Nile to be-
come one of the most important Sudanese cities. He worked on creating 
gardens and orchards, surrounded the city with a wall, and encouraged 
the local population to settle there.(5)
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According to the plan laid out by the Pasha, Muhammad Ali City was 
one of the industrial or military cities established by Muhammad Ali 
Pasha in Sudan. It was no less significant than other cities associated 
with Turkish-Egyptian rule in Sudan, such as Khartoum, the capital, 
which was linked to Turkish-Egyptian governance; Al-Musallamiya, (6) 

one of the most important commercial cities during Turkish-Egyptian 
rule in central Sudan; Al-Kamilin,(7)located on the western bank of the 
Blue Nile south of Khartoum; and Famka,(8) situated on the Blue Nile in 
the Fazoughli area, all of which developed and grew during the Turk-
ish-Egyptian era, along with other Sudanese cities.(9)

In addition to the generous salaries that Muhammad Ali Pasha allocated 
to the gold engineers working in his new city, he decided to grant each 
of them, as mentioned, one hundred acres of agricultural land near the 
city, on the condition that they would train the local population in mod-
ern agriculture and farming practices. He also instructed the chief of 
each tribe to bring two individuals to be under the supervision of one of 
the engineers to learn farming. Afterward, they would cultivate the 
lands granted to them and harvest the crops for their own benefit.

Muhammad Ali Pasha’s idea was to teach the locals modern agricultur-
al techniques and benefit from the yields produced. Among the crops 
that Muhammad Ali Pasha encouraged to be cultivated near his new 
city were indigo, cotton, and sugarcane, and he would take only a tenth 
of the produce after a grace period. (10)

Muhammad Ali Pasha spent five months in his city searching for gold, 
and despite his insistence on obtaining large quantities of gold; his mis-
sion did not achieve the desired success. (11)

He spent most of his time during his visit to Sudan in the Beni Shangul 
region, and the results of the gold searches were unsuccessful. Gold 
exploration continued during the rule of the governors Ahmad Pasha 
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Jarkas Abu Wadan, Ahmad Pasha Al-Minkali, and Khalid Khusraw.(12)

Muhammad Fuad Shukri noted that Muhammad Ali Pasha informed 
some European consuls that he would retreat to his city on the Blue Nile 
in the event of any attack or if he were to lose power in Cairo.(13)

The idea of retreating to Sudan was present in the minds of most who 
ruled Egypt, driven by fears of security fluctuations in Cairo. They were 
fully aware that this country and its people would protect them and 
stand by them whenever needed. We see that the Mamluks moved 
southward toward Sudan when Muhammad Ali Pasha turned against 
them after the famous Citadel massacre. Additionally, the Pasha’s de-
sire and ambition for his city on the Blue Nile in the far southeastern 
region served as a refuge in case he was attacked in Cairo. Muhammad 
Ali Pasha understood the extent of the dangers surrounding him and 
recognized that he was vulnerable to any rebellion or attack aimed at 
eliminating him and removing him from power in Egypt.

 It could also be said that Muhammad Ali Pasha, through the construc-
tion of his new city on the Blue Nile, aimed to be close to the Abyssin-
ian territories and the Red Sea. He intended to use this city as a launch-
ing point toward the western coast of the Red Sea to gain control over 
it, knowing that Muhammad Ali did not hide his ambition to dominate 
the Red Sea and secure trade in the region.
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the Edges of the Islamic World, previous reference, p. 72.

(6)	 Al-Kāmilīn: The city of Al-Kāmilīn is located on the Blue Nile 
south of Khartoum and north of Wad Madani. The establishment 
and emergence of the city were linked to Turkish-Egyptian rule. 
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Nur al-Dīn Afandī, who was a Catholic Egyptian Copt and later 
converted to Islam. He collaborated with the Coptic Nur al-Dīn 
Ahmad Pasha Abū Wādān in constructing these factories. A Ger-
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man man named (Būr) also established a factory for soap and co-
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(13)	Ḥasan Aḥmad Ibrāhīm, maṣdar sābiq, ṣ 48.

 



87

Chapter Twelve

Attempts to Obtain Gold
 from Sudan

Muhammad Ali Pasha did not cease his dream of acquiring gold from 
the regions of Fazoughli and the Blue Nile. He provided Governor Ah-
mad Pasha Abu Wadan with the necessary assistance to secure gold. On 
April 17, 1843, Abu Wadan wrote to the Pasha informing him of his 
unsuccessful attempts to obtain gold from Fazoughli and the area of 
Khawr (Rindah), which is located nineteen hours away from Muham-
mad Ali Pasha’s city. The total amount of gold they managed to acquire 
was forty ounces, which fell short of their ambitions and the planned 
goals for that region.(1)

During the era of Governor Ahmad Pasha Al-Minkali,(2)he was asked to 
search for gold in the regions of Fazoughli. Indeed, between 1843 and 1844, 
he conducted several attempts to extract gold, but those efforts did not 
achieve the desired success, and the quantities obtained were not encourag-
ing enough to pursue further exploration for gold in those areas. Despite 
this, Muhammad Ali Pasha decided to send an expert from Egypt to the 
Fazoughli regions to verify the results that Al-Minkali had reached.(3)

It is notable that, despite Muhammad Ali Pasha’s presence in Sudan during 
his famous journey, he did not trust the reports about the quantities of gold 
in Sudan and the Blue Nile regions. This indicated that Muhammad Ali 
Pasha lacked confidence in his governor in Khartoum and the amounts of 
gold being reported.

Governor Khalid Khusraw (1845-1849),(4)who succeeded Ahmad Pasha 
Al-Minkali, continued the efforts of his predecessors to obtain gold 
from the regions of Fazoughli and Beni Shangul along the Blue Nile. 



88

He received some news through Sheikh Adlan, the chief of the Fung 
tribes residing in those areas, that there was a well in Mount (Dūl) where 
gold was expected to be found. Consequently, Khusraw led an expedi-
tion in 1846-1847 to acquire gold from this well, followed by another 
campaign in 1847-1848 to Mount Qaysān along the Blue Nile. The Pa-
sha sent all necessary assistance from Cairo, but his mission was unsuc-
cessful. (5)

The area south of the Blue Nile, particularly the region designated by 
Muhammad Ali Pasha for his new city, had been under complete con-
trol of the Khedive’s forces since 1821. It witnessed the influx of large 
numbers of Europeans and the stationed military garrisons, all of whom 
were searching for gold.(6)

Despite Muhammad Ali Pasha’s failure to obtain the commercial quan-
tities of gold, he aspired to from Sudan in general and specifically from 
the Blue Nile region, his city deteriorated over time until its buildings 
became ruins and relics. Nevertheless, he earnestly and practically 
sought to establish a civilized city in those remote areas of Sudan.

The city established by Muhammad Ali did not endure for long, primar-
ily due to the failure of the mission that led to its creation, which was to 
obtain gold.(7) The city is now a collection of ruins made of well-crafted 
red bricks, with trees having grown among the remnants.
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Chapter Thirteen

The European Attitude on
 Muhammad Ali Pasha’s 

Visit to Sudan
Muhammad Ali Pasha invited a large number of European consuls in 
Cairo and some Europeans to accompany him on his journey to Sudan 
to explore the minerals and resources of the region, particularly gold. 
He had been planning to invest in and prospect for this metal since his 
forces advanced southward toward Sennar and Kordofan. The wealth of 
Sudan attracted the attention of many world leaders at the time, includ-
ing Russians, Austrians, Italians, and French.

The Austrian consul, Laurin, in Cairo, showed interest in Muhammad 
Ali Pasha’s journey to Sudan. On April 19, 1839, he wrote to his gov-
ernment that Muhammad Ali Pasha had published an account of his 
journey in the newspaper. He noted that the publication of this journey 
in the official newspaper called for attention from him and his country. 
Laurin assured his government that the Pasha had decided to establish a 
single kingdom encompassing all Sudanese territories, and the publica-
tion of his journey immediately after his return was a precursor to the 
Pasha’s announcement of this modern Sudanese kingdom.(2)

It could be said that Muhammad Ali Pasha sought to establish a modern 
city reliant on gold and its extraction, aiming for it to become a free 
trading hub in the future. This is evident from his invitation to several 
Europeans and consuls to familiarize them with the region and its avail-
able resources. Additionally, Muhammad Ali Pasha desired to send nu-
merous messages to European countries and the Ottoman Sultan, indi-
cating his capability to extract and invest in Sudan’s various resources, 
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which would help alleviate his financial difficulties and enable him to 
continue with his planned projects.

However, Muhammad Ali Pasha’s attempts to obtain gold from Sudan 
failed, and acquiring it became extremely costly. For instance, obtain-
ing an ounce of gold required 1,862 workers to work for 130 days. The 
gold mines in Qaysān needed 40 quintals of sheet iron and 150 pounds 
of glue. An important observation is that the gold extracted from Sudan 
was sent to the mint (ḍarb khānah) in Cairo to be made into coins. (4) 
When Muhammad Ali Pasha was unsuccessful in acquiring the large 
quantities of Sudanese gold he sought, and most of his repeated at-
tempts in this regard failed, he turned his attention to developing the 
country’s capabilities in other areas beyond gold.(5)

14.	It could be said that the reasons for Muhammad Ali Pasha’s failed 
attempts to acquire gold from the regions of Fazoughli, Benishan-
gul, and Mount Shiboon in Kordofan were multiple and could be 
summarized as follows:

1.	 The quantities of gold and minerals that Muhammad Ali Pasha 
sought were not as large as he had envisioned for Sudan’s mineral 
wealth.

2.	 Historically, Sudanese gold was extracted to meet local market 
needs, but after Muhammad Ali Pasha’s control, the demand in-
creased significantly.

3.	 The inability of Egyptian and foreign engineers and technicians to 
adapt to the harsh and fluctuating Sudanese climate contributed to 
low yields of gold.

4.	 Reports sent to Muhammad Ali Pasha about large quantities of gold 
in many areas of Sudan were misleading.
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5.	 The primitive methods used to extract gold in Sudan were ineffec-
tive.

6.	 The open hostility faced by exploration missions from local popula-
tions due to the foreign elements within those missions.

7.	 The locals’ refusal to assist the exploration missions that operated in 
their territories.

8.	 The reluctance of Egyptians to work in remote areas like Fazoughli 
and Mount Shiboon.

9.	 Exploration teams did not receive adequate protection from the 
forces assigned to safeguard them.

10.	Disinterest among Sudanese groups, including local residents and 
the Shayqiya, led to some fleeing mining areas.

11.	A significant shortage of supplies for mining teams due to the lo-
cals’ flight from the area.

12.	The spread of diseases in mining areas, including malaria, which 
resulted in the death of Monsieur Lefebvre, one of the exploration 
men whom Muhammad Ali Pasha left in Sudan after his visit in 
1838.(7)

Despite Muhammad Ali Pasha’s failure to obtain the Sudanese gold he 
had planned for in various regions of Sudan, he worked to open Sudan 
to the outside world and align it with the progress and development that 
characterized civilized societies at that time. This openness and the ex-
ploitation of Sudan’s resources led to numerous methods and means 
being used against the Sudanese by the governors of Sudan, reaching 
the point of beatings, displacement, and killing. This fostered a degree 
of hatred toward Turkish-Egyptian rule, prompting the people of Sudan 
to seek liberation from a regime that lasted over sixty years (1821-
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1885). Their desire was fulfilled with the emergence of the Mahdist 
Revolution in 1881.

Despite the efforts of Muhammad Ali Pasha’s successors to obtain gold 
from Sudan and the numerous correspondences between them and the 
governors of Sudan due to their need for gold for minting currency, the 
desired amounts of gold were never achieved. As a result, the Khedive 
in Egypt turned to more reliable sources of income, such as agriculture 
and trade, neglecting gold and the modernization of extraction methods. 
They left mining and exploration efforts to the locals and made only 
minimal attempts from the government. It was clear that the Khedive in 
Egypt reached a firm conclusion that there was no substantial amount of 
gold in Sudan.(8
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Conclusion
Muhammad Ali Pasha’s journey to Sudan in 1838 and his contin-
uous search for gold contributed to the establishment of a city on 
the Blue Nile in Sudan. The city’s location and 

 encouraged the Pasha to begin creating a city that would fulfill 
his grand and expansionist ambitions, planning for the new city 
to become an industrial hub producing gold, forever linked to his 
name over time.

To this end, the Pasha built an opulent palace, a hospital, an am-
munition store, and housing for soldiers and workers in his new 
city. He also encouraged the local residents to migrate to the city 
by providing them with food, security, and stability. Thus, a new 
city emerged, adding to Muhammad Ali Pasha’s and his succes-
sors’ achievements in Sudan—a city that could be considered 
modern by the standards of that time.

Initially, the city flourished and developed; however, due to nu-
merous factors, the most significant being the failure to obtain 
commercial quantities of gold from the regions south of the Blue 
Nile, the city declined and lost its importance. The Pasha and his 
successors abandoned plans to invest in and benefit from this city 
in the future. Additionally, the stability in Egypt led to a lack of 
interest in the city from Muhammad Ali Pasha, resulting in ne-
glect and eventual loss. Over time, the city fell into ruin, exacer-
bated by systematic destruction from modern-day gold miners.

When a scientific team visited the city in November 2023, led by 
Dr. Ali Ahmed Ibrahim, a professor of ancient history at the Blue 
Nile University, they found that the city had been damaged by 
groups of gold miners in the area.
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Key Points:

1.	 Muhammad Ali Pasha’s journey to Sudan, from October 15, 1838, 
to March 14, 1839, contributed to the establishment of his city in the 
Blue Nile region of Sudan.

2.	 The presence of gold and the methods of its extraction played a sig-
nificant role in founding Muhammad Ali Pasha’s city in the Blue 
Nile area.

3.	 The emergence of Muhammad Ali Pasha’s city in the Blue Nile re-
gion is linked to his character and his period of rule in Sudan, with 
several other Sudanese cities, such as Khartoum, Al-Kamalin, Kas-
sala, and Famka, also associated with this era.

4.	 The failure to acquire gold in the quantities Muhammad Ali Pasha 
aspired to ultimately led to the city’s decline and ruin.

5.	 Encouraging the documentation and study of historical Sudanese 
cities across the country.

6.	 Utilizing historical Sudanese cities to promote domestic and inter-
national tourism.

7.	 Working to register ancient Sudanese cities on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List.

8.	 Forming research teams of specialists in archaeology, geography, 
history, sociology, and folklore for in-depth studies of Sudanese cit-
ies.

9.	 Taking measures to protect archaeological sites in general and Mu-
hammad Ali Pasha’s city in particular from looting and destruction.
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Appendices
Appendix No. (1)

Survey of the Archaeological Sites Discovered by the Committee for 
Collecting and Documenting the History and Heritage of the Blue Sul-
tanate and the Archaeological Team, March/April 2005.
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Appendix No. (2)

See appendix 3

Exploratory Survey of Areas Affected by the Raising of the Ro-
saires Dam (Translated into Arabic)

Ministry of Culture, Youth, and Sports

National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums (NCAM)

Rosaires Dam Raising Project and Archaeological Rescue

Exploratory Survey

Final Report: February 2009

NCAM
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Appendix (3)

Exploratory Survey of Areas Affected by the Raising of the Ro-
saires Dam 
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Appendix No. (4)

A map showing the extent of Sudan during the time of Muhammad Ali 
Pasha, also highlighting the gold production areas in Kordofan, the 
Blue Nile, and Benishngul.
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Appendix No. (5)

A map showing the gold areas south of the Blue Nile. Source: Alun 
Morehead, The Blue Nile.

Map Showing Gold Areas South of the Blue Nile, Source: Alan Morehead, The 
Blue Nile.



123

Appendix No. (6)

The first photograph taken of Muhammad Ali Pasha on November 
4, 1839, shortly after his visit to Sudan.

The first photograph taken of Muhammad Ali Pasha was on November 4, 
1839, shortly after his visit to Sudan.
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Appendix No. (7)

The surface remains of the city of Muhammad Ali Pasha in the Blue 
Nile. Source: The Journey of Muhammad Ali Pasha to Sudan, Has-
san Ahmed Ibrahim, Field Trip, April 1980.

Surface Remains of Muhammad Ali Pasha’s City in the Blue Nile – Source: Muham-
mad Ali Pasha’s Journey to Sudan, Hassan Ahmed Ibrahim, Field Trip April 1980.



125

Appendix No. (8)

A section of the city wall and some buildings – November 2023. 
Source: Ali Ahmed Ibrahim and a team visiting the city, November 
2023.

A part of the city wall and some buildings – November 2023, source: Ali 
Ahmed Ibrahim and the team visiting the city, November 2023.
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Appendix No. (9)

A section of the city wall captured in a photograph dated November 
2023. Source: Ali Ahmed Ibrahim and others.

A section of the city wall, photo taken in November 2023, source: Ali Ahmed 
Ibrahim and others.



127

Appendix No. (10)

Trees surrounding the city, November 2023.

The trees surround the city, November 2023.
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Appendix No. (11)

The team that visited the city 
of Muhammad Ali Pasha, November 2023.
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The team that visited Muhammad Ali Pasha’s city, November 2023.
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