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Plant impressions on the surfaces of archaeological pottery: case
study El Kienisat and El Retij site in east Sabaloka area
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er- Natural History Museum- Berlin
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Abstract:

Archaeobotany is considered one of the important branches of
environmental archaeology. This science aims to study all shapes of
plant remains that were found in archaeological sites to know the Pal-
aeoenvironment, subsistence, and the different species of plants that
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were used by humans. This paper focuses on studying positive casts of
plants from the surfaces of archaeological pottery. The archaeological ma-
terial in this paper was brought from the east Sabaloka region, the site SP
07 and SP 29), 48 pottery sherds were tested including huge jars and small
sherds with various shapes and sizes. A methodology for extracting plant
impressions was used, and to make the impressions kira plast paste was
used, After extracting the impressions, they were compared with reference
collections samples. Wheat (7riticum sp.) was identified from site SP 29
which dates back to the post-Meroitic period, Also some plants’ textile im-
pressions were identified, used as decorations maybe made of plant fabric,
perhaps linen (?). From site SP 07 the impressions showed the presence of
some remains of grasses were reported. The results of this research contrib-
uted to our knowledge about the Palaeoenvironment during the Neolithic
period, These results were supported by zooarchaeological remain that was
reported from the same site as well as the economy, lifestyle, and decora-
tive techniques of the post-Meroitic period in the Sabaloka region.
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