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Abstract:

During the current year, Sudan witnessed a lot of controversy

<
[

regarding the school curricula, which led to the official interven-
tion by the executive bodies, represented by the Prime Minister,
who recommend the formation of a committee of specialists from

scholars and education experts, to study the proposed curricula

7 p2022 5ly- 21443 G gy pedlad] dusll -&y g2y diuitilly &gy 71 Oluslyuld o3l oo




Bt Y 5M1 3 DL b ol S iy glal gl
that aroused a great deal of public confusion. Curriculum is a clear
roadmap for both the teacher and the learner. So curriculum in this
sense is considered the shortest and the safest way to deliver in-
formation to the students or trainees, with the least possible effort,
with the fastest means and at a reasonable cost. Curricula are de-
signed to achieve the aspirations of the individual at the personal
level and attain the goals and the agendas of the State as well, at
the general level, aiming to preparing a citizen who possesses the
necessary knowledge and skills that will contribute to advancing
the social and economic development of the country. The transla-
tors intended to present these human experiences from such ad-
vanced countries, like Japan and the United States of America, to
enrich the Sudanese curriculum and help to develop the textbook
industry in Sudan. This will be useful to help meeting the contem-
porary needs of the Sudanese person in this modern knowledge
society and qualify our graduates to compete at Global Standards.
The world economy today is built on high technical knowledge
and unique skills. This article tells the historical development of
textbooks industry in Japan and America. They are two great expe-
riences that deserve to be studied in local context to shed light on
the current Sudanese educational situation.

Curriculum, textbook, knowledge, skills, Japan, America, ed-

ucation, learning outcome
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Even if computer software for social studies were to increase
in popularity, current pedagogical practices and teacher attitudes
toward such technology might preclude its widespread use.Apart
from classroom material, a teacher’s manual usually accompanies
each Japanese textbook. As a rule, the Ministry of Education is not
concerned with teaching materials beyond textbooks. Any pub-
lisher that is preparing a new or revised edition may supply the
ministry with the teacher’s manual for the textbook on request,
but it is not subject to inspection. A few years ago, the Diet (Japa-
nese parliament) broke this rule when it criticized a social studies
teacher’s manual for upper secondary schools because it contained
too many antiestablishment references. The Ministry of Education
sent a warning to the publisher through the Textbook Association.
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Notes:

1. Donald Lankiewicz, Stan Christodlous, and Salvatore J. Natoli gratefully acknowl-
edge the support and assistance of ISEI in organizing the social studies textbook
conference and study tour to Japan in October 1990. They also acknowledge the
important contributions of Masaru Tani and Masami Hasuko (for their detailed ex-
planations of the textbook publishing process in Japan) and the Tokyo Shoseki Co.,
Ltd. (for photographs, hospitality, and assistance in preparing this manuscript).2(1)
The I Ching or Book of Changes, a book of divination with folklorist and philo-
sophical additions;

2. the Shu Ching, a collection of official documents;

3. the Shih Ching, temple, court, and folk songs;

4. the Li Ching, a book of rituals with an accompanying record containing anecdotes;
and the Ch'un Ch’iu, an annal consisting of topical entries of the major events from
722 to 481 b.c.e. in the city-state of Lu, where Confucius (K’'ung Fu-tzu) was born.3As
of 1992, members of the council include: six for Japanese history, five for world histo-
ry, three for geography, and seven for politics and economics. Their names are made
public. Because it is impossible for council members to examine every textbook in
detail, senior specialists for textbook examination, who are full-time officers at the
ministry, and many other part-time examiners check the manuscripts beforehand
to see if they conform to the course of study. They then present any problems they
discover to the council for consideration. Although these senior specialists have no
authority to approve or disapprove a book, they do influence council decisions.4See

“Enter’ not ‘Invade’: The Ministry and Text Selection,” Education Week (20 February

1985): 24.

The article is an electronic copy available at:

https://ssrn.com/abstract=3174536__
Social Education 57(2), 1993, pp. ?-75- 1993 National Council for the

Social Studies.
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