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Abstract:

The study aims at: investigating EFL Sudanese learners’ at-
titudes toward English variety used in EFL context and measuring
learner’ speaking performance of English language in relation to
the English variety used in Sudan. The study adopted the descrip-
tive analytical method. Pre and post tests were used as tools for
data collection. The sample of the study were twenty (20) EFL un-
der-graduate students who were randomly selected from Sudanese
Universities. The sample were firstly requested by the researcher
to take the pre-test on performing oral interaction on selected top-
ics related to their academic courses. Then ,before they were given
the post-test, students received a week instructions on how to pres-
ent orally topics related to their academic studies and justifying
answers. Then after the a week training on oral interaction, they
were given the post-test on similar tasks. The collected data were
statistically analyzed by SPSS program. The results indicated that:
EFL Sudanese learners have different attitudes toward using EFL
variety, speaking generally is a difficult task for many of EFL
learners and using effective teaching instructions in EFL classroom
develops learner” speaking performance. The study recommends:
instructions of improving speaking skills should be highlighted in
EFL classes and EFL students should be encouraged to speak En-
glish language according to the language variety of EFL context.
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1.0 Introduction

English language became a world language as it is used glob-
ally for communication, education and sciences in the modern era.
Aldosary (2010) argued that no wonder English is being studied as
a foreign language worldwide as a compulsory or a preferred op-
tional language in most countries. The language varieties spoken
in certain community can be classified as standard and non-stan-
dard dialects. The standard dialect is a prestigious, codified vari-
ety that has the highest social status and used in formal occasions
(Sailzmann, 2007). The non-standard dialect is any variety of lan-
guage which is not standardized and lacks prestige (Cook, 2003).
Sometimes the standards variety is considered as a language,
whereas the non-standard variety is considered as a dialect. The
varieties of a language can be classified as regional dialect and
social dialect based on speaker’s geographical origin and social
background. The educational implication of the regional and so-
cial dialects can be considered within the standard and non-stan-
dard category. This is because a variety spoken by a certain social
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group or region can be emerged as a standard variety; while the
other varieties remain in the status of non-standard variety (Hud-
son, 2001).

It is argued that the varieties of a language play an important
role in educational context. In this connection, learning is claimed
to be better and more successful when conducted in the variety
spoken by students (Cheshire, 2005). However, selecting and com-
promising standard and non-standard varieties in different spheres
of life such as in education, politics, social, etc., seems complex
and controversial.

1.1 Statement of the Problem

Many EFL learners face difficulties in communicating with
different varieties using different the suitable varieties. The prob-
lem 1is appeared in the weakness of students who could only use
their regional dialects. As such, many EFL learners are unfamiliar
with many other verities, which causes their comprehension diffi-
culties when they listen to authentic materials.

Objectives of the Study
The study aims at:

1. investigating EFL Sudanese learners’ attitudes toward English
variety used in EFL context.

2. measuring learner’ speaking performance of EFL as a variety
of English used in Sudan.

1.3 Questions of the Study:

The study tries to answer the following questions:

1.To what extent do Sudanese EFL learners show positive
attitudes toward EFL variety.
2. To what extent do EFL learners confidently perform speaking
according to the EFL variety ?
1.4 Hypotheses of the study:

The study tries to suggest the hypotheses that may answer the

previous questions.
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1. Sudanese EFL learners have different attitudes toward EFL va-
riety.

2. Using good teaching instruction in EFL classroom develops
Sudanese learner’ speaking performance.

1.5 Significance of the Study:

The study directs the students attention towards the impor-
tance of knowing different language varieties that used around the
world. The study reflects the importance and need of students to
communicate in English language using their English variety.
1.6 Research Methodology :

The study will adopt the descriptive analytical method. The
data for this study will be obtained through Pre-post tests for EFL
University students of arts at Sudanese Universities. Then it will
be analyzed statistically with SPSS Program.

2.0 Literature Review:

Nowadays, the number of English language users has been
growing rapidly, and it has become an international language to
connect people with diverse linguistic backgrounds and to be
widely used in various communication modes. It had reached the
point that the majority of users are not native speakers of English,
and they have more opportunities to speak English with non-native
speakers than native speakers (Kirkpatrick, 2007). In response,
non-native speakers have formed their own English that is differ-
ent from ‘Standard English’ in terms of linguistic and cultural as-
pects.

With the background, ‘English as an International Language
(EIL)’ started being highlighted as the instrument to introduce En-
glish diversity (both native and non-native) into the EFL curricu-
lum. This to encourage EFL learners to accept their English variet-
ies and gain ownership of English, which potentially leads to high
L2 confidence and performance of the learners. (Montakantiwong,
2018) claimed a paradigm shifting in English teaching from EFL
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to EIL. In a similar vein, other EIL researchers (Lee, Nakamura &
Sadler, 2017) stressed the crucial role of EIL to develop L2 con-
fidence in EFL education based on their L2 speaking confidence
level to be measured before and after the treatment.

2.1 EFL Learners Attitudes Towards English Variety in EFL
Context

EFL learners’ attitude towards English varieties with its

functions might be potential to enrich EFL learning by designing
appropriate learning materials. Sevinj (2015) argues that the at-
titudes of EFL learners towards English varieties indicating that
accents perceived as Standard English is considered to be more
prestigious competence that indicates high status. However, the
present study investigates EFL learners’ attitude towards Speaking
English language at University level in Sudan.
3.0 Material and Method:

The participants of this study were (20) of EFL under- grad-
uate students who were randomly selected from Sudanese Uni-
versities. They were requested by the researcher to perform pre-
post tests in oral interaction. In the qualitative analysis of their
performance in pre- post-tests to measure their attitudes toward
EFL variety, and to see to what extent they will confidently per-
form speaking. They were ordered to presents orally some topics
in their profession. After the pre-test they were received a week
instructions on how to speak and argue describing issues or top-
ics in their academic field. Then, after instructions, they were
given the post test. Then the results were statistically analyzed
by SPSS program. The analyses of the data were shown in the
following section
4.0 Data Analysis:

4.1 The Analysis of the Pre- Oral Test:

The researcher aims at testing EFL students’ performance in

English language through a oral test to see to what extent they
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are able to speak and comprehend the language. The test includes
four areas of assessment which are: oral interaction, every one of
the present a topic orally in front of the class. The test also in-
cludes vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. Twenty (20) of
EFL students from Sudanese Universities were chosen as a sample
to take the taste. They were given a topic to read aloud and answer-
ing short questions. They are also given a written paragraph with
empty spaces to write a suitable vocabulary and correct grammar
that fit the context. The researcher used statistical analysis to know
the variation of the statistical function between the samples. The
following are results:

4.1.1 EFL Learners’ Speaking performance:

Table and figure (1) EFL learners’ speaking performance

Options Frequency |[Percent
Performed speaking successfully 11 55.0
To some extent 4 20.0
Failed to perform correct speaking 5 25.0
Total 20 100.0
100 "/j
90 +
20 1
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According to the statistical analysis of table (1), (55%) of the sam-
ple able to perform speaking successfully with the ups and downs
of English sounds and answer questions of oral reading. Moreover,
(20%) of the sample speak with some mistakes. However, (25%)
of the sample find difficulties in oral interaction and so they failed
answering the questions.
4.1.2 EFL Learners’ Pronunciation Performance:

Table and figure (2 ) EFL learners’ pronunciation

Options Frequency | Percent
Performed correct pronunciation 9 45.0
Performed incorrect pronunciation 9 45.0
Failed to interact 2 10.0
Total 20 100.0
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Fig (2)

According to the statistical analysis of table (2), only (45%)
of the sample have succeeded in using correct pronunciation in
the oral reading and answering the questions. The analysis shows
that, (45 %) of the sample miss some letters and sounds in their
pronunciation. Unfortunately (10%) of the sample failed to inter-
act. As shown, about have of the sample failed to use correct pro-

nunciation.
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4.1.3 EFL Learners’ Vocabulary Performance :
Table and figure (3) EFL learners’ vocabulary knowl-

edge
Options Frequency | Percent

Used correct vocabulary 10 50.0
To some extent 4 20.0
Failed to use correct vocabulary 6 30.0
Total 20 100.0
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According to the statistical analysis of table (3), only (50%) of the
sample use the correct English vocabulary items in answering
the question. The results also showed that, (20) of the sample have
few vocabulary items to use in their task, while (30%) of the sam-
ple failed to write the suitable vocabulary.
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4.1.4 EFL Learners’ Use of Grammar:
Table and figure (4) Performing correct Grammar items

Options Frequency Percent
Used the right grammar 9 45.0
To some extent 6 30.0
Failed to use the right grammar 5 25.0
Total 20 100.0
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Fig (4)According to the statistical analysis of table (4),

(45%) of the sample able to use correct grammar in answering the
test. However, (30%) of them have grammar mistakes and (25%)
failed to use correct grammar in their answers. Therefore, nearly
half of EFL students face difficulties in communicating ideas ac-
curately.
4.2 The Analysis of the Post-Test:

4.2.1 EFL Students’ Speaking Performance After Training
Instructions

The statistical analysis in Fig (5) shows that, (70%) of the
sample performed good speaking about the topic under discussion
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while (30%) of the sample performed speaking with difficulties.
Table and figure (5) Students’ Speaking Performance
After Instructions

Options Frequency | Percent
Performed speaking successfully 14 70.0
Performed speaking with difficulties 6 30.0
Total 20 100.0
100 e
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speaking speaking with
successfully difficulties
Fig (5)

4.2.2 EFL Learners’ Pronunciation Abilities:
Table and figure(6 ) EFL learners’ pronunciation

Options Frequency | Percent
Performed correct pronunciation 13 65.0
Performed incorrect pronunciation 2 10.0
Failed to interact 5 25.0
Total 20 100.0
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Fig (6)

Again according to the statistical analysis of table (6), the
majority of the sample (65%) performed correct pronunciation in
their oral interaction according to their English variety. The analysis
showed that, only (10%) of the sample performed some words with
incorrect pronunciation as missing some letters and sounds in the
pronunciation. Unfortunately (25%) of the sample failed to interact
4.2.3 Using Grammar and Vocabulary:

Table and figure (7) Performing correct Grammar items
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Again the statistical results in Fig (7), indicated that in the pos -test
(70%) of the sample used correct grammar in their oral perfor-
mance while two of them (10%) of the sample have some mistakes
in their oral performance and only (20%) made misuse of gram-
mar in their oral performance.

5.0 Conclusion Findings and Recommendations:

The study aims at investigating EFL Sudanese learners’ atti-
tudes toward English variety used in EFL context and measuring
learner’ speaking performance. For the purpose of the study the
researchers used pre-post tests to measure students performance
of speaking as an EFL speakers. The statistical analysis of the pre-
test from Fig (1) to Fig (4) indicated that only half of the sample
(50%) who performed good oral interaction. However, the statisti-
cal analysis in the post-test, the learners performed speaking better
than that of pre-test, which means that, the teaching instructions
of developing speaking skills have improved their performance of
speaking, as its appear in Fig (5), Fig (6), and Fig (7) (70%) of the
sample performed good speaking instead of (50%) in the pre-test.
Using technology enhances learners oral interaction.

5.1 Findings and Recommendations:

Findings

After the data analyses the study came out with the following find-

ngs:

1. Speaking generally is a difficult task for many of EFL learners.

2. Sudanese EFL learners have different attitudes toward EFL
variety.

3. Using effective teaching techniques in EFL classroom develops
learner’ speaking performance.
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5.2 Recommendations:

Based on these findings, the study recommends that:

1. 1. Instructions of improving speaking skills should be high-
lighted in EFL classes.

2. Students should be encouraged to speak English language ac-
cording to the language variety of EFL context.

3. .Effective methods of teaching speaking should be used in EFL
classes.
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