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Abstract:

The paper aimed at emphasizing the importance of Suakin the
main port in Sudan from the 14th century until 1905, and the Red Sea
which considered as one of the world>s purest sea. The geographical
location of the Red Sea had played a very important role in the relation
between Africa and the Arab World. Suakin was the main trading port
on the Sudanese coast following the decline of an earlier port, (Aidab)
to the north during the 15th century. It focuses on how to preserve
the cultural heritage with unique styles of architecture, and to help
in restoring parts of Suakin, and consolidating other parts, in order
to make the site more interesting for visitors and tourists. Tourism
industry has emerged as one of the world’s largest industries, and Suakin
is rich in cultural and natural heritage, and local traditions. Mallinson,
2012 mention that Suakin is the last remaining example of the Red

Sea Architectural Style, built in Coral Blocks between the 15th and

20th C, untouched since the 1920’s, it has fallen into decay following
the earthquake of May 12th 1938. The decay of the abandoned Red
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Sea port Suakin has, during the last few years, attained an alarming
stage. However, restoration is still possible and desirable, not only for
the preservation of the best examples of architecture but in order to
keep alive a valuable building tradition and to attract attention to a
site favored by a particular beauty and a pleasant climate, Hansen.
E. 1973 UNESCO. Suakin is a port which witnessed a unique style
typical Islamic city in terms of architecture, and the preservation
and conservation work is to protect and stop the deterioration of the
cultural heritage tangible and intangible to attract tourists to Suakin.
Suakin was one of the major ports and largest trading centre on the
Red Sea, in the Sudan and as a gateway between Africa, the Middle
East, and Europe since the 16th, (Geenlaw1976). It became a major
port for trade and Hajj, forming the gateway by which Islam reached
Sudan, and by Africa. It is our duty towards the future generations
of Sudan and the world cultural heritage, to carry urgent repairs

and protect the remaining of the historical buildings, and develop a

sustainable framework for the conservation of Suakin.
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History of Suakin Nasr el Hag Ali & Greenlaw Reports

Nasr el Hag Ali, 1958, Chairman of the Museums stated, that this study

is especially indebted to the research of D. Roden in «The Twentieth Century
Decline of Suakin», 1970, and to the report of E Hinkel «Scheme for the
Preservation and Maintenance of Suakin», 1968. Mr. Hinkel has during
this mission placed at my disposal all his experience as the architect of the
Antiquities Service in Sudan. «it is our duty towards the future generations of

this country and the world cultural heritage to preserve this crucial landmark,

the gateway through which the life line from the East steadily trickled in and
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accumulated the pool of our present day culture and national make up These
relics cannot be measured in terms of money, and they are invaluable in the
.development of this young nation
A detailed description of the buildings of Suakin, including measured
plans and detailed sketches, can be found in (The Coral Buildings of Suakin
Greenlaw Jeanne-Pierre, 1976). Suakin was one of the major ports and largest
trading centre on the Red Sea, in the Sudan and as a gateway between Africa,
the Middle East, and Europe since the 16th. Suakin was one of the major
ports and largest trading centre on the Red Sea, in the Sudan and as a gateway

.(between Africa, the Middle East, and Europe since the 16th, (Geenlaw1976

}

OSlgw doak ele Shie (2) dog)
(Geenlaw1976

History of Suakin: Mallinson Report

Mallinson, 2012 mention that Suakin is the last remaining example of the
Red Sea Architectural Style, built in Coral Blocks between the 15th and 20th
C, untouched since the 1920, it has fallen into decay following the earthquake

of May 12th 1938. Suakin is also the foremost Islamic Archaeological site of
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Sudan forming the gateway by which Islam reached Sudan, and by which the
modern Sudanese and many North Africans visit Mecca. The archaeology
and form of the Island Port and its Lagoon Harbor is unique in the world,
extensive archaeological investigation over the last 10 years have shown the
entire island is a 2 - 3m high Archaeological Tell with remains from existing
ground level to water level. However, Suakin became the main trading port
on the Sudanese coast following the decline of an earlier port, (Aidab) to the
north during the 15th century. In the early 16th century, the Ottoman forces
advanced down the coast, following the conquest of Egypt 1517, and Suakin
became an Ottoman port. Suakin continued as a port for through to later
19th century, having a final period of great flourishing and prosperity with
decision to open new port Sudan, further north along the coast, in c. 1903,

Suakin declined, until by 1920s, it was largely uninhabited.
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The scientific research and conservation in Suakin

The scientific research and conservation in Suakin which was built of
coral on the west coast of the Red, deals with architectural planning through
study of ancient houses in Suakin through the study of the houses, patterns of
architectural planning and elements. Thus, the Red Sea architecture presents
an appealing case of sustained cross-cultural continuity, and Suakin is a typical
Islamic city in terms of architecture, with the mashrabiyah. The conservation
work in ancient Suakin is to highlighting the importance of Suakin, and plans
the long-term future for tourism. Tourism can be as a means for protecting
and promoting the cultural and natural heritage in Suakin, and, develop
tourism industry in the Red Sea area in Sudan. The tourism plan should be
tamiliar with global tourist areas and attractions, and to equip with up-to-
date, real-world skills and competencies needed to work in a wide range of

tourism.
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The decay of the abandoned Red Sea port Suakin has, during the last few

years, attained an alarming stage. However, restoration is still possible and
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desirable, not only for the preservation of the best examples of architecture
but in order to keep alive a valuable building tradition and to attract attention
to a site favored by a particular beauty and a pleasant climate. About 15
of the old buildings are still in such condition that they could be restored
completely; a similar number could be preserved as ruins, and these two
elements would form together a unique open-air museum, dedicated to the
history and culture of this town which once played an important role in the
economy of the country. The sentimental value which Suakin represents for
the Sudanese people, the cultural traditions it embodies and the pride in an
ancient national culture it evokes, are enough to justify such a project. Suakin,
founded its prosperity on trade as the main port of the country, and lost it
when a new harbor, Port Sudan There is already a classification and scheme of
preservation of Suakin in the report of Mr. Hinkel from 1968. The following
is quite in agreement with the above plan, and any discrepancies that may
be noted are only due to the new situation created by the considerable decay
set in during the last five years. Fishing, cotton industry and, to a certain
extent, tourism is the most important. The complete project of restoration
is estimated at 70,000 LS. As a development project it has the advantage of
being based on traditional methods, local materials and workmanship, thus
benefiting exclusively the local population, for whom the small earnings
would be an encouragement and a possibility for small investments, enabling
them to improve their conditions by their own initiative.

Mallinson & Shadia Reports

CSIgul ikt duihiiag SR illan 3 i €9 i
Coral Blocks between the 15th and 20th C, untouched since the 1920,
it has fallen into decay following the earthquake of May 12th 1938. Suakin is
also the foremost Islamic Archaeological site of Sudan forming the gateway

by which Islam reached Sudan, and by which the modern Sudanese and

many North Africans visit Mecca. The archaeology and form of the Island
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Port and its Lagoon Harbor is unique in the world, extensive archaeological
investigation over the last 10 years have shown the entire island is a 2 - 3m
high Archaeological Tell with remains from existing ground level to water
level. However, Suakin became the main trading port on the Sudanese coast
following the decline of an earlier port, (Aidab) to the north during the 15th
century. In the early 16th century, the Ottoman forces advanced down the
coast, following the conquest of Egypt 1517, and Suakin became an Ottoman
port. Suakin continued as a port for through to later 19th century, having a
final period of great flourishing and prosperity (with concomitant building
and re-building) following the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, but this was
relatively short-lived; with decision to open new port Sudan, further north
along the coast, in c. 1903, Suakin declined, until by 1920s, it was largely
uninhabited,( Mallinson, 2012).

Shadia Taha stated that, the question that needs to be asked in the present
is not ‘what needs to be conserved’, but rather ‘how to conserve and how
to maintain the sense of place, identity, attachment, and diversity in the
process?’ Accordingly, cultural heritage protection has advanced to attend to
and contribute to memory, knowledge, experiences, and associations, and to
include a focus on community participation. Equally, heritage has joined the
rest of the social sciences in the discussion of place, cultural identity, and
ownership of the past,( Shadia Taha in 2014).
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The works by, (TIKA) , Started in 2010 at the customs building,(Turkish
Aid under (NCAM) supervision .The current registration of the site as
a Tentative World Heritage List requires that restoration should match

(ICOMOS (Standards for materials and conservation, as well as a plan for

how such restored buildings are used. The customs has been restored to its
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1905 state, with the entrance, arcades and offices all rebuilt. Original Arcades
Restored Arcades, the external gate and historic offices are also restored. The
Customs office has been restored. The end arcades are rebuilt currently a bit
lower than the original roof, but these could be extended up to the correct
height. The form of this restoration follows the original, and the rendered
finish matches the old lime render, the exposed block work that characterized

this building has been covered over.
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The location of Suakin the port city helped for trade between Africa and Arab
world, it is the main port in Sudan from the 14th century until 1905. Yhe Red Sea
architecture presents an appealing case of sustained cross-cultural continuity, and
Suakin is a typical Islamic city in terms of architecture, with the mashrabiyah.
The conservation work in ancient Suakin is to highlighting the importance of
Suakin, and plans the long-term future for tourism. Tourism can be as a means for
protecting and promoting the cultural and natural heritage in Suakin, and, develop
tourism industry in the Red Sea area in Sudan. The tourism plan should be familiar
with global tourist areas and attractions, and to equip with up-to-date, real-world

skills and competencies needed to work in a wide range of tourism.
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