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Abstract

The researcher noticed that the majority of English language
teachers do not use audio-visual materials in classrooms, and this
can be due to financial reasons or lack of technical knowledge
of using these materials. Anyhow, the researcher wanted to know
the attitudes of those teachers towards the effect of using the au-
dio-visual materials, in classrooms, on students’ language achieve-
ments. The objectives of this study, in addition to the investigation
of teachers’ attitudes towards the effect of the use of audio-visu-
al materials on students’ language achievements, were to know
if students’ perceptions towards the use of audio-visual materials
can facilitate their learning and to what extent can these mate-
rials motivate students for effective participation in classrooms.
The researcher used, in the methodology of this study, a question-
naire as one of the important tools to collect data about teachers’
attitudes towards the use of audio-visual materials and their effect
on students’ language achievements, in addition to investigate the
effect of students’ perceptions, about the use of these materials,
on facilitating their language learning. This study investigated the
attitudes of English language teachers towards the effect of using
audio-visual materials on students’ language achievements at the
secondary level at Sharq Al-Jazeera Locality. English language
teachers, at the locality, responded to the questionnaire which was
plotted as one of the important tools to collect data concerning the
attitudes and views of those teachers towards the effect of using




audio-visual materials on students’ language achievements in the
secondary level. The SPSS analysis of the questionnaire affirmed
the positive effect of the use of audio-visual materials on students’
language achievements, in addition to their role in motivating stu-
dents for effective learning, and facilitating learning process and
saving teachers’ time for more fruitful practice and students’ level
assessment. The study, also, asserted that English language teach-
ers have positive attitudes towards using audio-visual materials
in teaching EFL. The study recommends English language teach-
ers to implement audio-visual materials in classrooms so as to en-
hance teaching and facilitate learning. The SPSS analysis showed
that the calculated values of Chi-square of hypothesis (1), hypoth-
esis (2) and hypothesis (3) were (562.93), (294.19) and (620.22)
respectively, with significant value (0.00) which was less than the
level of p-value (5%), for the three hypotheses, and these refer
to the existence of differences statistically for the benefit of each
hypothesis.
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Introduction

There are many previous studies that investigate the impor-
tance of using audio-visual materials in classrooms, and their effect
on students’ achievements; but they do not investigate teachers’
attitudes about the effect of the use of these materials on learners’
language achievements. So, there is a gap in this domain, and the
researcher tries to bridge this gap by conducting this study.

This study investigates the effect of using audio-visual mate-
rials on students’ achievements in the field of language learning,
and aims to discover the positive attitudes of English language
teachers towards the use of audio-visual materials in classrooms,
in order to accelerate teaching process and to enhance learning for
better language achievements.

From the researcher’s long experience as an English teacher, it
is noticed that many teachers do not use audio-visual materials in
their instruction in classrooms. So, the researcher has tried to shed
light on this point, regarding the teachers’ attitudes towards the use
of these audio-visual materials in their instruction in classrooms.

Theoretical Background

Many researchers assert that the attitudes of English language
teachers can influence students’ achievements and success at lan-
guage learning, and that these attitudes of teachers are essential for
instruction and delivery of the lessons with the aid of the audio-vi-




sual materials. They agree that teachers should assume that their
students are capable of mastering the language, and by this posi-
tive attitude, learners of language can perform well and, they will
develop teaching and learning processes towards better language
achievements (Rosenthal and Jacobsen 1968, Philip and Smith
1970 and Fishbein 1975). More researchers agree that English
language teachers should use technology and develop audio-vi-
sual materials, and they should put into consideration their pos-
itive attitudes towards the success of their students and they add
that teachers should be dynamic in using variety of techniques and
they should develop flexible attitudes in order to improve learn-
ers’ performance and to reach the desired results and the better
achievements. This will lead language teachers to innovate suit-
able audio-visual materials and multimedia to be implemented ef-
fectively in classrooms, so as to motivate and activate students
for better performance (Allen and Valette 1977, Borich 1999, and
Mayer and Moreno 2002). Other researchers conclude that En-
glish language teachers should attend training sessions and prac-
tical programs under guidance of experts in this field, and they
should use audio-visual materials so as to motivate students for
effective interaction and full participation. The use of audio-visu-
al materials in instruction, assessment and evaluation of students’
achievements is very essential, in addition to the role of the posi-
tive attitudes and motivation (Hunter 1998, Lightbown and Spada
1993, and Harris and Bell 1986).

So, when we consider these mentioned facts about the ef-
fect of teachers’ attitudes on language achievements, the research-
er notices that there are many relevant researches in this field that
give significant findings and conclusions. Many researchers con-
duct researches and studies and reach significant findings which
are that teachers’ performance will be satisfactory when using
multimedia and audio-visual materials in classrooms, and teach-
ers do not have enough training sessions, in addition to that many
teachers lack the positive attitudes towards the use of audio-visual
materials in order to facilitate the efficiency of language learning.




The conclusions of these studies are that English language teach-
ers should develop positive attitudes towards the implementation
of teaching technology and audio-visual materials in classrooms,
and they should attend and participate in continuous training ses-
sions in this field (Hamad 2014, Satti 2014, Mohammad 2015 and
Sulieman 2017).

The approach adopted to solve the problem of this study was
the field survey and the analytical approach within English lan-
guage teachers. This field survey was conducted by distributing a
questionnaire for English language teachers. And after the teach-
ers had responded to the distributed questionnaires, they were col-
lected by the researcher himself. The collected papers were sub-
jected to SPSS analysis so as to withdraw the probable results of
the study.

The hypotheses of the study are:

1. English language teachers have positive attitudes to-
wards using audio-visual materials in teaching EFL stu-
dents.

2. The use of audio-visual materials improves students’
language achievements.

3. Knowledge of students’ perceptions towards the use of
audio-visual materials can facilitate EFL learning.

The objectives of this study are:

1. To discover and promote the teachers’ attitudes towards
using audio-visual materials in teaching EFL students.

2. To improve students’ language achievements.

3. To know students’ perceptions towards the use of au-
dio-visual materials in EFL learning.

The rationale for this study is that the study can be of great
significance and benefit for English language teachers, EFL learn-
ers and English language supervisors. English language teachers
will  practice using audio-visual materials which can facilitate
teaching and learning processes. EFL learners will be motivated




to learn, and English language supervisors can innovate continu-
ous training sessions for more teaching improvements and fruitful
learning.

Materials and Methods

This study was conducted in the year 2020 at Sharq Al-Jazeera
Locality in Al-Jazeera State. Since the objectives of the study were
to investigate the teachers’ attitudes towards the effectiveness of
using audio-visual materials, in English language teaching, on stu-
dents’ language achievements and to know students’ perceptions
towards the use of AVMs in learning, the researcher used the
questionnaire as one of the important tools in this field. The ques-
tionnaire was plotted for English language teachers, and it was
addressed to answer the study questions, to achieve the objectives
of the study and to test the hypotheses of the research.

The Population of the Questionnaire

The population of the questionnaire consists of all English lan-
guage teachers in Al-Jazeera State. The state comprises seven lo-
calities. The researcher chooses Sharq Al-Jazeera Locality for this
study to represent the whole state because the state 1s large and it s
too difficult to cover all parts of it. So, the researcher chooses the
teachers of Sharq Al-Jazeera to represent the other all teachers in
the state to respond to the questionnaire. In addition to that all con-
ditions in Sharq Al-jazzera locality are similar to the conditions in
other localities.

The Sample Size of the Questionnaire

The sample size of the questionnaire consists of all English
language teachers in Sharq Al-Jazeera Locality. The number of
English language teachers in Sharq Al-Jazeera is 120, both males
and females. The researcher chooses English language teachers
in Sharq Al-Jazeera Locality, as a sample, in order to represent
English language teachers in Al-Jazeera State because Al-Jazeera
State is a very big state and it is too difficult to cover all its local-
ities practically. The choice of Sharq Al-Jazeera to be a sample




because it is a big locality with suitable number of teachers, in
addition to that it has similar conditions to the remaining localities
in the state. The majority of English language teachers have long
experience in the field of English language teaching. The age of
most of them is over fifty years.

The researcher distributed ten copies of the questionnaire pa-
pers to ten English language teachers selected randomly from out
of the sample. The teachers in this pilot study responded well and
reflected the clarity and reliability of the questionnaire.

Questionnaire reliability

The questionnaire, after it was validated by a group of experts,
was distributed by the researcher to a group of ten English lan-
guage teachers selected randomly from outside the intended group
of study. This pilot study reflected the reliability and objectivity of
this tool to be used for collecting data in accurate manner.

Questionnaire validity

The questionnaire was validated by a group of experts in the
field of ELT who suggested some valuable remarks about it. The
researcher amended the questionnaire on the light of these remarks.
The language experts who revised the questionnaire were Assistant
Professors and Associate Professors in ELT from SUST. Thanks to
those experts who were: Dr. Hillary, Dr. Muntasir Mubarak, and
Dr. Al-Toum.

The following equations and table explain the reliability and
validity of the questionnaire:

Cronbach’s alpha method for the questionnaire: -

Where reliability was calculated using Cranach’s alpha equation

shown below: . . 1 — Total variati ti
(i{eﬁlablﬁty W tficient = ﬁ % otal variations questions

variation total grades

1 — Total variations questions

Validity = \/ﬁ *

variation total grades




Cronbach alpha coefficient = (0.75), a reliability coefficient which
is high and it indicates the stability of the scale and the validity of
the study.

Validity coefficient is the square root of the values of reliability
coefficient, so the validity coefficient is (0.87), and this shows that
there is a high sincerity of the scale and that is to the benefit of the
study.

Cronbach’s alpha method for the questionnaire

.No | Statement Reliability | Validity
1 The use of audio-visual materi-
als improves students’ language 0.69 0.83
achievements
2 Teachers have positive attitudes
towards using audio-visual ma- 0.77 0.88

terials in teaching EFL students
3 The knowledge of the students’

perceptions towards the use of
audio-visual materials can facil- 0.67 0.82
itate EFL learning

Total 0.75 0.87

Source: IPM SPSS 24 package
The Procedures of Implementing the Questionnaire

The researcher distributed the questionnaire papers to English
language teachers in Sharq Al-Jazeera Locality. The teachers re-
sponded to the questions of the questionnaire. The questionnaire
comprises three hypotheses, and each hypothesis consists of five
statements. Teachers responded to these statements by putting a
tick in one selected scale out of the five scales which were: strongly
agree, agree, neutral, disagree and strongly disagree. The research-
er collected the questionnaire papers by himself. The collected pa-
pers were subjected to SPSS analysis so as to draw the probable
findings and conclusion. The most challenges faced the researcher




were the large number of the sample teachers (120 teachers), and
the difficulty of transport between the schools in the locality to
distribute the papers of the questionnaire, and after responding to
collect them.

Intervention

The researcher had plotted the questionnaire in a manner that
when teachers responded to it, they could cover the survey of the
intended information. This could be achieved because each state-
ment had a correlation to each hypothesis as follow:

1. According to hypothesis one which says: English language
teachers have positive attitudes towards using audio-visual ma-
terials in teaching EFL students:

Statement one reflects that when teachers have positive attitudes

towards using audio-visual materials in teaching EFL, this usage

can help them to deliver the lesson effectively.

Statement two clears that the application of audio-visual materi-

als in the classrooms will save the teacher’s time in teaching En-

glish language in addition to facilitate the assessment of students’
achievements.

Statement three means that the use of audio-visual materials by

effective teachers with positive attitudes can arouse students’ in-

terest and motivation towards the lessons for better participation
in learning process.

Statement four affirms that the use of realia in the classroom can

create an authentic environment for better language performance.

Statement five adds that using audio-visual materials will enhance

students’ mastery of the four language skills which are speaking,

writing, listening and reading.

2. According to hypothesis two which says: The use of audio-vi-
sual materials improves students’ language achievements:

Statement one says that learners can comprehend lexical items and

new vocabulary by the use of visual materials such as flashcards,

and by the use of real objects and filmstrips.

Statement two conveys that using cassette recordings of conversa-




tions will facilitate learning listening and speaking skills in class-

rooms.

Statement three affirms that the application of audio-visual mate-

rials in the classroom will give a correct model of pronunciation.

Statement four shows the motivation students can receive, and the

attraction of them to employ audio-visual materials in making the

drills attractive for good performance in the classroom.

Statement five assures that the use of audio-visual materials in

classrooms will enhance and facilitate students’ language achieve-

ments.

3. According to hypothesis three which says: The knowledge of
the students’ perceptions towards the use of audio-visual mate-
rials can facilitate EFL learning.

Statement one sees that the use of audio-visual materials in class-

rooms can offer positive interaction between teachers and students.

Statement two affirms that using audio-visual materials in the

classroom will draw learners’ attention towards better learning.

Statement three adds that teaching by the use of such materials can

improve students’ critical and analytical thinking.

Statement four conveys that audio-visual materials helps students

retain the concepts better for longer time.

Statement five reflects that using audio-visual materials will help

students or learners organize their work in the classroom.

So, it is clear that, from the above explanation, the fifteen state-

ments in the three hypotheses of the questionnaire relate to each

other in an integration in a way that can offer the intended infor-
mation that entailed to solve the problem of the study.

English language teachers had responded to the statements, in the

questionnaire, by putting a tick in one appropriate alternative from

the five given alternatives which are: strongly agree, agree, neu-
tral, disagree and strongly disagree.

Questionnaire Analysis and Results:

The following tables summarizes the analysis of the question-
naire results:




Table (1): chi-square for hypothesis (1): Teachers have positive
attitudes towards using audio-visual materials in teaching EFL stu-
dents.

Chi- Me- Inter-
No | Phrases square | Df | .Sig di preta-
ian .
value tion
Using audio-vi-
sual materials in
p |teaching  helps| g4 15 | 5 19000 5.00 |Stronely
teachers  deliver agree
the lesson effec-
tively

The application
of  audio-visual
materials in the
classroom  save
o |the teacher’s time| o) 5 | 5 1 00| 5.00 |Stronely
in teaching En- agree
glish language
and assessment of
students’ achieve-

ments

The wuse of au-
dio-visual mate-

rials arouses the strongly
3 students’ interest FA 225(10R00 1 5.00 agree
towards the les-
.sons
4

The use of regalia in
the class can create an | 8086 3 10.000| 4.00 | Agree
authentic environment
for better language
.performance




Chi- Me- Inter-
No | Phrases square | Df | .Sig di preta-

ian .
value tion

5 | Using audio-visu-
al materials en-
hances students’
mastery of the | 4995 | 2 [0.000] 4.00 | Agree
our language
skills, speaking,
writing, listening
.and reading

Source: IPM SPSS 24 package

The above table interprets the results of chi-square for the five
statements of the first hypothesis, for example, for statement one,
the value of chi-square was (99.15) with significant value (0.00)
which is lower than the p-value value (5%), and this is due to the

statistical differences. So, the interpretation of the other statements

will be in the same manner.




Table (2): chi-square for hypothesis (2): The use of audio-visu-
al materials improves students’ language achievements.

No |Phrases Chi- | Df | .Sig | Me- | Inter-
square dian | preta-
value tion
1 |The use of flash-
cards, real objects
2 - strong-

and filmstrips helps
the learners to com-| 5670 [ 1 [0.000|5.00 alglee
prehend lexical items &
.and new vocabulary

2 |Using cassette re-
cordings of conver- strong-
sations facilitates| 51.05 | 2 | 0.000 | 5.00 [ ly
learning listening agree
.and speaking skills

3 |The application of
audio-visual materi-

- strong-

als in the classroom
can give a correct 33.33 | 1 [0.000 | 5.00 alzee
model of pronuncia- g
.tion

4 | The use of audio-vi-
sual materials makes
the drills attractive
for the students to-| 60.65 | 2 | 0.000 [ 4.00 | Agree
wards good perfor-
mance 1n the class-
.room

¢ | The use of audio-vi-
sual materials to strong-
convey meaning fa-| 34.35 [ 2 | 0.000 | 5.00 [ ly
cilitate students’ lan- agree
.guage achievements

Source: IPM SPSS 24 package
The above table interprets the chi-square for the five statements for
the second hypothesis, for example for statement one, the value of




chi-square calculated to signify the differences among respondents
is (86.70) with significant value (0.00) which is lower than the
probable or p-value value (5%), and these refer to the existence of
differences statistically. The interpretation of the other statements
1s in the same mode.

Table (3): chi-square for hypothesis (3): The knowledge of the
students’ perceptions towards the use of audio-visual materials can

facilitate EFL learning.
No | Phrases Chi- | df | .Sig | Medi- | Inter-
square an | preta-
value tion
1 | The use of audio-vi-
sual materials can
o . . é‘trong_
offer positive in-
teraction hetyman 119.13 | 3 |0.000| 5.00 alzee
teachers and stu- g
.dents
2 | Using audio-visu-
al materials in the
strong-
classroom draws
students’ attention 63.65 | 2 [0.000| 5.00 . lzlee
towards better learn- g
.ing
3 | Teaching with au-
dio-visual materials strong-
improves students’ | 67.55 | 2 |0.000| 5.00 ly
critical and analyti- agree
.cal thinking
4 | The use of audio-vi-
sual materials helps strong-
students retain the 40.55 | 2 [0.000( 5.00 ly
concepts better for agree
Jlonger time
5 | Using audio-visual
materials helps stu- strong-
dents organize their | 118.05 | 2 |0.000| 5.00 ly
work in the class- agree
.room




Source: IPM SPSS 24 package

The above table interprets the five statements of the third hy-
pothesis, for example, the value of chi-square was (119.13) with
significant value (0.00) which is lower than the p-value (5%) be-
cause of the existence of differences statistically. So, the interpre-
tation of the other statements will be in the same way.

Results and Discussion:

From the above tables, the analysis of the questionnaire af-
firms that most teachers respond, to the questionnaire questions’,
by choosing the scale or choice (strongly agree), and this is a clear
indication for the agreement of all the respondents about the three
hypotheses which are:

1. English language teachers have positive attitudes towards us-
ing audio-visual materials in teaching EFL students.

2. The use of audio-visual materials improves students’ language
achievements.

3. Knowledge of students’ perceptions towards the use of au-
dio-visual materials can facilitate EFL learning.

So, depending on the above mentioned results, the study re-
flects that the use of audio-visual materials in classrooms, improves
students’ language achievements, and English language teachers
have positive attitudes towards using these audio-visual materials
in teaching English language as a foreign language, in addition to
that the knowledge of students’ perceptions towards the use of au-
dio-visual materials in classrooms can facilitate English language
learning as a foreign language. These results assure and agree with
the results that drawn from the previous researches or what was
written by other authors in this field. For example, some research-
es affirm the importance of teachers’ positive attitudes towards the
implementation of audio-visual materials in classrooms, and their
effect on students’ achievements (Mayer 2002, Ellis 2008, Ari
2008 and Woolfolk 2007). Many theories reflect the importance of




using audio-visual materials in classrooms, such as the behavior-
ist approach in considering some concepts like repetition, assess-
ment, feedback and consolidation. The method of teaching can,

also, help selecting the appropriate audio-visual materials to be
used in classroom (Goodwin 2005, Vikoo 2003, and Bush 2006).

So, these results can be of great importance to the practical
side of teaching process and to enhance English language teach-
ers develop their positive attitudes, with suitable exploitation and
application of audio-visual materials in classrooms. Teachers will
promote their instruction methods. English language supervisors
will, also, plan for continuous developed training sessions. Future
studies can be carried out in order to develop teaching and learning
processes so as to enhance students’ learning and to motivate them
towards better language achievements.

Conclusions

The study concludes that the positive attitudes of English lan-
guage teachers towards using audio-visual materials in classrooms
are very important and essential in language learning. Learners’
perceptions towards the use of audio-visual materials in class-
rooms, in accordance with teachers’ positive attitudes, will result
in students’ language improvements for better achievements.

Recommendations

The study recommends English language teachers to develop
positive attitudes towards the usage and the implementation of au-
dio-visual materials in classrooms for effective lessons instruction
and better students’ language achievements. It, also, advices teach-
ers to well exploitation of students’ perceptions so as to enhance
them learning the target language. It reminds the language teach-
ers to promote the usage of audio-visual materials in teaching and
to bring realia into classrooms for authentic learning environment
towards better language achievements.
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