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Grave goods and related practices in the Kushite royal tombs at el Kurru

Dr. Fakhri Hassan Abdallah
Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the components of the grave
goods in the royal tombs at el Kurru. This site is particularly important
as it is the oldest of the Kushite royal cemeteries and contains burials
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of most of the Twenty-fifth Dynasty kings, as well as their ancestors (c.
840-310 BC). Archaeological excavations have revealed the develop-
ment of royal burial here, which progressed chronologically through
mound tombs, horseshoe tombs, mastaba tombs, and pyramid tombs.
The majority of the grave goods in the first two groups are ornaments,
particularly those made of precious metals such as gold and silver, in
addition to many red pottery fragments representing the ‘Smashing of
the Red Pots’ ritual practice. The later two groups contained more de-
veloped material, with the custom of bed burials appearing, in addition
to amulets, shabtis, and the practice of mummification. Closer analysis
of these grave goods has demonstrated both continuity and change in
burial customs, reflecting local practices and external influences that
were adopted and then further developed locally. In particular, there is
a substantial increase in both the number and quality of grave goods in
the later burials. The Kushites adopted certain features of Egyptian cul-
ture and transferred these to indigenous practices, especially with re-
gard to the artistic and religious modes of expression. This also reflects
an ongoing economic relationship with Egypt, with many objects found
that were not of local origin. In addition, the study revealed an impor-
tant relationship between Kushite funerary architecture and earlier cul-
tural practices, pointing to long-lasting traditions and skills.
Keywrds: El kurru ,Cemetery,Grave goods,Royal Tombs,Kushite funery.
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