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The Role of the Ancient Sudan in Enriching Human
Civilization: APerusal of the Archaeological Record

Prof. Abdelrahim Mohamed Khabir Hassan
Abstract:

Ancient Sudan played an important role in the development of the
human civilization.Of the most outstanding Sudanese contributions in the
intellectual and technological development of the Old World, were writing
(Meroitic Inscriptions), invention of potteryand iron-working. It has been
evident that ancient Sudan was the first place in Africawhere pottery was
manufactured (ca. 7500 B. C). The expertise acquired by ancientSudanese
(Kushites) as a result of long experimentation with the pyrotechnology of
pottery(ca. 75003000~ B C) and copper (cm 25001500- BC.) warrants their
rapid Inception ofmetallurgy. The assumption that the Kushite (Meroitic)
Kingdom being the first state inAfrica where iron was smelted and
manufactured has been confirmed not only byradiocarbon dates but also
by well-established industry incomparison with thecontemporary African
countries. These achievements culminated by the acquisitionof local
alphabets (180170- B.C.) the meaning of which, in most instances, remains
amystery. This paper argues for the pioneering cultural achievements of the
ancient Sudanand hence enlightening us about its glorious history which
stands as a major landmark inAfrica and the Old World.
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The State of the Paleolithic Archaeological Research in Saudi
Arabia.

An Evaluation Study

Pr. Azhari Mustafa SADIG

Dr. Khalid ALASMARI Dept of Archaeology, College of Tourism and
Archaeology King Saud University

Abstract:

Saudi Arabia has a great cultural heritage in our understanding
of the Paleolithic age (1 million years-10.000 BC) in the Arabian
Peninsula despite the relative delay in serious archaeological research
compared to other periods. Although many archaeological surveys were
conducted, they were not even regular until recently. Our knowledge of
Saudi Arabia during the Stone Age often comes from sites representing
multiple stages of human sediments, lacking absolute dates and
palacoenvironmental information. The attribution of these dispersed
sites to cultural stages is usually a reflection of the analyzes of selected
collections of materials that are not based on a clear methodology.
However, the archaeological record of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
composed of data collection of great importance. Recent discoveries of
archaeological sites in Saudi Arabia have shown the importance of the
region to early prehistoric research on the cultural and environmental
aspects. This will be discussed in detail in this paper.

Keywords: Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Old Stone Age. Acheulean.
Oldowan, Fossils. Human Nigrations
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Suakin Dora Ports of the Red Sea
Hassan Hussein Idris Ahmed
Abstract:

The geographical location of Suakin had played a very important
role in the relation between Africa and the Arab World. It was one of the
major ports on the Red Sea, it became a major port for trade and Hajj,
forming the gateway by which Islam reached Sudan, and Africa. Suakin
was the main trading port on the Sudanese coast following the decline
of an earlier port, (Aidab) to the north during the 15th century. Suakin
is a port which witnessed a unique style typical Islamic city in terms of
architecture, and the preservation and conservation work is to protect
and stop the deterioration of the cultural heritage tangible and intangible
to attract tourists to Suakin., It is the last remaining example of the Red
Sea Architectural Style, built in Coral Blocks. It is our duty towards the
future generations of Sudan and the world cultural heritage, to carry
urgent repairs and protect the remaining of the historical buildings, and
develop a sustainable framework for the conservation of Suakin.
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The history of Suakin

Suakin in the Red Sea has a vital role in the history of the Sudan and, had played a
very important role in the relation between Africa and Asia; it is a typical Islamic city in
terms of architecture, with the mashrabiyah, a wooden screening device that regulated the
intake of wind and light. Suakin is a port built with coral on a flat, oval-shaped island, on
the west coast of the Sea, with strategic location became a gateway for Islam to reach Africa;
it was the main trading port on the Sudanese coast following the decline of an earlier
port, (Aidab) to the north during the 15th century. It was a major port for the Hajj, and
formed one of the nodes in the Indian Ocean and Red Sea trade network at least as early

as 10th-12th century AD.

Suakin is the last remaining example of the Red Sea Architectural Style, built in
Coral Blocks between the 15th and 20th C, untouched since the 1920, it has fallen
into decay following the earthquake of May 12th 1938. Suakin is the foremost Islamic
Archaeological site of Sudan forming the gateway by which Islam reached Sudan, and
by which the modern Sudanese and Africans visit Mecca. The archaeology and form of
the Island Port and its Lagoon Harbor is unique in the world, extensive archaeological
investigation over the last 10 years have shown the entire island is a 2 - 3m high
Archaeological Tell with remains from existing ground level to water level. However,

Suakin became the main trading port on the Sudanese coast following the decline of an
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earlier port, (Aydhab) to the north during the 15th century. In the early 16th century,
the Ottoman forces advanced down the coast, following the conquest of Egypt 1517, and
Suakin became an Ottoman port. Suakin continued as a port for through to later 19th
century, having a final period of great flourishing and prosperity following the opening
of the Suez Canal in 1869, but this was relatively short-lived; with decision to open new
port Sudan, further north along the coast, in c. 1903, Suakin declined, until by 1920s, it
was largely uninhabited, (Mallinson, 2010&2012),_
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However, restoration is still possible and desirable, not only for the preservation of
the best examples of architecture but in order to keep alive a valuable building tradition
and to attract attention to a site favored by a particular beauty and a pleasant climate.
There is already a classification and scheme of preservation of Suakin in the report of
Mr. Hinkel from 1968. About 15 of the old buildings are still in such condition that they
could be restored completely; a similar number could be preserved as ruins, and these two
elements would form together a unique open-air museum, Hansen. E. 1973, UNESCO.
The conservation work in ancient Suakin is to highlighting the importance of Suakin,
and plans the long-term future for tourism. It is possible to preserve the cultural heritage
and, develop tourism industry in the Red Sea area in Sudan. The tourism plan should be
familiar with global tourist areas and attractions, and to equip with up-to-date, real-world

skills and competencies needed to work in a wide range of tourism,
The recent archaeological work in Suakin

The recent archaeological work in Suakin has unearthed evidence that supports
a sixteenth-century date for at least one house on the island, Bait al-Basha .The new
archaeological data from Suakin, suggests that the beginning of masonry construction on
the island coincided with the sixteenth-century Ottoman arrival. Beit el-Basha “house”
is located near the centre of the island, it has two courtyards, and rooms including diwan
and dihlis, trenches and soundings, in courtyards and in some of rooms, provided the first
evidence found for the existence of stone-built structures pre-dating those until recently

standing, and showed the existence of a depth of stratigraphy in the centre of the Island.

Beit (House)Khorshid Effendi was the most recent building investigated, being

a prime candidate for restoration, since its diwan walls survive to roof level on one side,
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and it is architecturally significant, with elaborately decorated plasterwork in the diwan.
Work in 20022010- concentrated on the diwan, the main block of the house and the rear
courtyard, revealing a more detailed plan than that published in the best-known account
of the architecture of the town by Greenlaw (1995), and a developmental history of the
structure can be proposed (Phillips 2012, 189198-). For example, several small rooms, and
a hamam were discovered. This site is remarkable for the remains of wooden structures

surviving, especially timber from the main roshan, which collapsed outwards with the

fall of the upper portions of the front wall. Roshan were formerly a significant feature of

Suakin architecture, sometimes being quite elaborate (Mallinson et al. 2009, 477479-).
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The role of Cultural Tourism in Protecting Archaeological site
River Nile State is amadel
Dr.Mohmmed Ahemd Abad El megid
Hadia sid Ahemd mohmmed
Abstract:

Tourism is one of the Secotors today of the Econoic and Social
Sectors in the World which plays an important role In the developmet
of countries if many countries depends on Tourism as an important
soure of national income .This Study deals With One types of Touris Is
Cutural Tourism Considered as Importand Kind of Touris Follls under
it number of Tourist itms Arhaeologicai -Historic-Cultural-Customs
and Tradition=and Handicrafts in Turn Protection Archaeolgoical site.
The Importance of the Study is due to link Between Cultural Tourism
<and Charged with role to Conservation site 0This studay followed the
descriptive analytical method approach with data colleclion from sources
and references > the studay found the need to take advantage of cultural
tourism and its resources to prepare and protect archaeological sites .

Keywords : Cultural tourism - Strategic planning —Arhaeoglical site — Traditional
industries.
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The Discovery of Ezana’s Capital in
the Heartland of ancient Meroe

Ali Osman Mohammed Salih

Introduction :

The question as to how and why did the rule of Meroe end
is a major theme in the department of archaeological field proj-
ect of the northern environs of the Royal City. The project is
part of a research project entitled ‘The Archaeology of Greater
Meroe’, which I launched in 2003 (Figure 1).

Figure (1): Map, Greater Meroe
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Our first field season was in 2003. It took us two seasons
(2003-2005) to formulate the major themes of the field project,
during which we reviewed the known literature on the archaeolo-
gy of Meroe, and revisited the numbered sites outside the fenced
part of the Royal City. We believed that these sites were part of the
city and that they should have been included to it; especially site
621, 622, and the totality of Al-Deragab village. The objective was
to obtain a better understanding of the Royal City and to define its
different quarters (Osman 2008, 2009, 2013).

By 2005, we had recorded and surveyed the sites between
the Royal City and the known site of Gadau. These were mostly
Neolithic sites. The question as to how and when Meroe began to
become an urban centre is another major theme of the project, so
we decided to carry out test excavations on one of the sites, and se-
lected that of Al-Sour and commenced excavating in 2005 (Sadig,
2005). Concurrently we continued the survey programme, which
was completed the same year (Figure 2).

Fgure (2): Satellite image the northern regions of Ancient Meroe
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Meroe and Axum :

As most of the Meroitic sites in its heartland seem to be in-
tact, with only minor destruction, which can be attributed to fac-
tors other than wars, I thought the end of Meroe was a process

of transformation and cultural change, rather than a sudden and
dramatic end. That led me to re-read the early texts on the subject,
especially those concerned with Axum and its alleged invasion(s)
of Meroe. In turn, that led me to study the inscription of king Eza-
na to correlate my understanding of its contents with the available
archaeological evidence succinctly summarized and discussed in
Professor Zach’s paper presented to the 2004 Meroitic Conference
in Paris (Zach 2004).

It appeared to me that the events described in the inscription
of Ezana are not reflected in the meagre archaeological data avail-
able. One important event claimed in his statement is “And I erect-
ed a throne at the junction of the rivers Seda and Takkaze opposite
the town of Masonary, which is on this peninsula” (Kirwan 1960).
The word .

“opposite” in Kirwan’s translation has been translated as “qu-
balat” by the eminent writer, ambassador and minister, Jamal Mo-
hammed Ahmed (Alnor 2006, 523). And qubalat means: in front
of and/or facing. So, Ezana’s Throne or headquarters was erected
somewhere north of Ancient Meroe, possibly within the limits of
our concession.

In fact, we found four large and complex settlements north of
Jebel Umali: one at AlDaiga, and other three at Al-Katwab. One
of the settlements at Al-Katwab is primarily Meroitic, while the

other two settlements and the settlement at Al-Daiga are mainly
post-Meroitic/Medieval (Christian). The post-Meroitic/Medieval
settlements are marked on the satellite image (Figure 2) as sites
A, B, and C. Another site marked ‘D’ in the same satellite image
1s where rock art has been discovered. This paper is a preliminary
report of sites A and D (Figure 3), as well as of the other major site
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at AlDaiga, which is a large fortress built on the mountain range

overlooking
I -

ure 4).

the Nile (Fi
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Figure (3): Satellite image of the concession area.
e 2 & 2]

B2 B e oot iemm
Figure (4): The concession area north of Jebel Umm Ali
showing the sites discovered
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The archaeology of the fortress:

The fortress is built on the Al-Daiga mountain range, overlook-
ing the Nile from a height of about 60-65 meters (Figure 5). The hill
on which it 1s built has a flat surface towards the east, and the fortress
1s built of black Nubian sandstone laid vertically and/or horizontally,
cemented by mud and stone particles. Its measurements are as fol-
lows: S. Wall 23m, N. Wall 23m, W. Wall 34m, E. Wall 34m It has an
L-shaped doorway on its eastern wall, which is 6m thick, with a door
opening 2m wide. There are round towers on the exterior of the four
corner, all connected to the outer corner walls (Figure 6).
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Figure (6): Sketch Plan of the Fortress
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There is a deep Khor on its NE side running east. To the north
are 13 crescent shaped buildings, some of them standing more than
a meter, as well as a similar building to SE of the fortress. Near this
building is a grave in the shape of a box, opening to the west, with
a superstructure like a dome, and there are numerous other graves
in the vicinity, all aligned east-west (Christian), as well as abun-
dant sherds of hand-made red pottery (Figures 7a, b, ¢, d).
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Flgure (8a, b, ¢ and d): Details of the Fortress wall

The archaeology of site A

Watch Towers

To the north of the hill on which the fortress is built, is anoth-
er hill almost the same height. They are separated by a deep Khor
(Wadi) called Al-Shigeeg, which flows west from the mountain
range to the east, and which gets flooded with Nile waters during
high floods. The Khor is the centre of site A. On top of this second
hill are two rows of buildings, one oriented east-west and the other
north-south, of which three are standing to a height of 2 meters;
their shapes are circular and their circumference 6 meters. Those
standing are solid platforms, which could have been watch towers
(Figures 9a and b). The only evidence of the other two buildings,
which could have been rooms, are the scant remains of the foun-
dation walls.
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— —

Figure (9a, b): the watch towers.
Man-made cave

Three meters above ground level, at the base of the hill with
the watch towers, what appears to be a cave has been excavated,
which is about 2.5 meters deep, 3 meters high, and about 4 meters
wide. At the back of the cave are many drawings. Three of these
are clearly visible: a Cross of David and a knight mounted on a
horse, both a repetition of what we found at site D, as well as some
camels (Figures 10a, b, c).

Figare (10 a, b, c¢): Drawings inside the cave.
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The village (Figure 11a, b and c):

To the east of the watch-towers hill on the northern bank of Khor
Al- Shigeeg, is a large village of more than 20 units and other asso-
ciated features. T10his is only one of many clusters of buildings. The
village is also built of black ferric stone, and the units range in size
between large, medium, and small. Associated with the village is an
old well, and several graves, most of which have been plundered.

Figure (11a): Satellite image of the village.

Figure (11b): Sketch map of Khor Al-shigeeg showing the village.
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LIRS M T ! By T S NN o - S Pl St XSS 3
Figure (11¢): A general view of the village taken from the
hilltop fron the North, with the modern village visible at the far
southern end.

The units of the village are grouped as follows: units 10, 12,
13, 14 form one group, units 16, 17, 18 form a second group, units
5,6,7 form a third group, and units 20 and 21 form a fourth group.
The other units are individual units, the largest being unit 11, then
unit 8, followed by units 9 and 2. Units 1, 15, and 19 are circular.
The largest and central group is the first group above, in which unit
13 has a column built of stone and which opens to unit 10, while
unit 12 has its own opening. All the doors of this group open to the
south, as do the doors of the units in all the other groups with the
exception of those in group 4, the smallest, which open to the east.
The second largest group, with units 16, 17, 18, also has a column
in unit 17. One of the three circular units, unit 19, has a column in
its centre (Figure 12a, b and c). Other general features which are
in the vicinity of the groups and individual units are:

- An old well.

- Graves, some of which have been plundered.

- Other somewhat isolated units west of the main groups of
buildings.
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Figure (12a): Examples of columns inside the building units.

- 2 . ok ‘ .« = S
Figure (12b): Examples of columns inside the building units.
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Figure (13a, b, ¢, d and e): Interesting features inside the walls
of some of the building units.

The cemetery:

To the east of the village, on the south bank of the Khor
Al-Shigeeg, is a large Christian cemetery with several complete
and broken grey granite baptism water basins, as well as a large
number of mostly red-coloured sherds. The bank of the Khor
Al-Shigeeg, where the cemetery is located, has a steep flat surface,
on which are numerous drawings of different animals, including
the representations of numerous camels.

Figure (4a, b): Grave East of the fortress.
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The Archaeology of site D:

This 1s a low hill, on which there are numerous drawings and
graffiti. The hill is located at a junction of two wadis, in what looks
like a delta, the north arm of which runs northeast, while the south-
ern arm runs south-east (Figure 15). On the south side of the hill is
a large enclosed area which also opens to the south.

v (-O()qk

Flgure (15): Satellite image of site D, and the low hill

The walls of this enclosure are piles of loose granite stones,
and it appears to be a shortstay temporary shelter. Its general
shape is rectangular. There is a considerable scatter of Neolithic
stone implements as well as sherds of Christian-era pottery, in and
around the structure. There are many stone shelters along the Wadi
in which this hill is located (Figures 16a, b, c, d and e).

Flgures (16a b, c d and e): Drawings and graﬁitl from the
small hill of site D.
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Discussion:

All the sites discussed above have produced enough evidence
to warrant the whole complex to be described as a Christian settle-
ment, whose dating is however problematic. The make-up of site
A bears no resemblance to known Nubian Christian sites to the
north (Nobatia and Makoria) or to the south (Alwa). On the other
hand, it was easy for us to compare the fortress with other known
fortresses, as far its strategic location guarding the Nile and pos-
sibly by its building material of black Nubian sandstone. It is also
easy to relate it to all other sectors of site A by that same attribute,
as well as by the presence of Christian graves. There are similar
fortresses known along the Nile, from Garri and Jebel Um Marrihi
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in the south, to as far as the First Cataract. Some authorities (Wels-

by 2006 and Edwards 2011) seem to suggest that they belong to a

late post-Meroitic or Early Christian period.

Reading the inscription of Ezana against his known historical
relations with the Romans in Egypt, who complained to him about
the difficulties they were facing in their Nile trade to the south,
it can be inferred that one reason for Ezana’s invasion of Meroe
could have been the pacification of the Nile trade route to Egypt.
This fortress and similar ones could have been built under his rule.
If this settlement was his alleged capital, then building the fortress
must have been his first step to achieve his objectives.

To discuss these early observations with an expert of Ethiopi-
an archaeology, I invited Dr. Alemseged Beldados (PhD), assistant
professor and chair, Dept. of Archaeology and Heritage Manage-
ment, Addis Ababa University, to visit the area and comment on
its archaeology. He accepted the invitation and visited the area on
Friday 8/11/2013. The following are his main observations:

1. He affirmed that most Early and Medieval churches in Ethiopia
were built to a circular ground-plan, as was also common with tradi-
tional, vernacular houseconstruction in Ethiopia. He also comment-
ed on the small doors of these buildings, and affirmed that they were
common in Early Christian and Medieval monasteries in Ethiopia.

2. He confirmed that columns in rectangular buildings could also
be associated with Christian architecture: “In Ethiopian Ortho-
dox church construction there are three divisions/compartments
separated by columns and walls. The first and the inner com-
partment is known as the holy of holies, which is particularly
reserved for the priests; the second space is reserved for the
holy low ranking priests and deacons; the third and larger part
1s the space where common people congregate while attending
church prayers and church ceremonies. Such a tripartite divi-
sion is clearly visible over a small surface area at one of the
sites of Al-Daiga”.

3. There are a number engravings of various shapes of crosses
all over the surrounding sites at Mutmer and Al-Diaga, whose
abundance can be associated with a dominant presence of Chris-
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tians in the area. Some of the engravings are of the Star of Da-
vid, which is a symbol of royalty for Christian rulers of Ethiopia.

4. “We also observed engravings of a man on horseback at the
two sites of Mutmar and

5. Al-Daiga Mountain... horse riding is a sign of being a warrior
in Ethiopian history”.

Conclusion:

The discovery of this large Christian settlement, dating possi-
bly from the Early Christian period, as suggested by Dr. Alemseged
Beldados above, opens up a completely new chapter in Sudan's
history and Sudan’s archaeology. Topics such as: the dispersal of
different Nubian groups during the late Meroitic period; possible
Axumite rule over Meroe before the times of king Ezana; the con-
version of the Meroitic empire to Christianity; Rome’s interests
and activities in Nubia through their relations with the Axumites,
and the origins of the Christian Nubian kingdom, become pertinent
and of moment. We hope the detailed study of the archaeology of
the regions of Daiga, Kotwab and Mutmar will shed more light on
these questions (Figure 16).

Figure (17): Dr. Alemseged Beldados and some memes of
the team in front of the man-made cave.
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Figures

Figure 1. Map, Greater Meroe.

Figure 2. Satellite image the northern regions of Ancient
Meroe.

Figure 3. Satellite image of the concision area.

Figure 4. The concession area north of Jebel Umm Ali show-
ing the sites discovered.

Figure 5. The fortress.

Figure 6. Sketch plan of the fortress.

Figures7a, b, ¢, d. General view of the fortress.

Figure 8a, b, ¢ and d Details of the Fortress wall.

Figure 9a, b the watch towers.

Figure 10 a, b, c Drawings inside the cave.

Figure 11a Satellite image of the village.

Figure 11b Sketch map of Khor Al-shigeeg showing the village.

Figure 11c a general view of the village taken from the hilltop
fron the North, with the modern village visible at the far southern end.

Figure 12a Examples of columns inside the building units.

Figure 12b Examples of columns inside the building units.

Figures 12¢ Example of one of the circular building unit.

Figure 13a, b, ¢, d and e Interesting features inside the walls
of some of the building units.
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Figure 14a, b Grave East of the fortress.

Figure 15 Satellite image of site D, and the low hill

Figures 16a, b, ¢, d and e Drawings and graffiti from the small
hill of site D. Figure 17 Dr. Alemseged Beldados and some mem-
bers of the team in front of the man-made cave.
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Key Samples of the petroglyphs in the

Sabu Hills
Al-Neelain University - College
ology

=1l
Abstract:

Sabu is located in the area of the third waterfall, known as the
Kajbar catarat. Sabu is a small village at the bottom of the third
waterfall, which is about 2 km east of Kajbar and 60 km north of
the city of Karma. Wawa) from south to north. As for the site of the
ancient inscriptions known as the Sebu inscriptions, they are about
three rocky hills separated from each other by small watercourses
that run in an east-west direction, and, respectively, from north to
south each of Khor (Sabu -n- Ferki Erki), Khor (Esmakul) and Khor
( Core).And the hills separate it from the Nile by the land of the ag-
ricultural cliffs and the dirt road known as the Mahas - Halfa Road.
The importance of the study comes from the fact that the Sabu area
is very rich in petroglyphs in relation to the rocks on the Nile cata-
racts. The study documents the engraved paintings in a systematic
way through the descriptive analytical approach. The methods of
this approach were applied in field work to document the inscrip-
tions of the region by specifying the coordinates of the site and then
drawing the large paintings with a limited and clear drawing scale.
Small inscriptions and photography were transferred directly from
the surfaces of the rock by lip with pens and papers designated for
that . The study concluded the importance of protecting and pre-
serving this site, and the study also recommends the necessity of
providing the necessary capabilities to preserve the site of rock in-
scriptions in Sabu, as it is threatened by new development projects,
as well as threats of random prospecting for minerals, which has
spread very quickly in the area.

Key words:rock engravings,hills of Sabu,third cataract,engravings.
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The concept of engraving and drawing on rock in a modern
light is an aesthetic phenomenon that could represent a vague sub-
ject or a complex idea. But it is most probably a subject that was
interesting to its contemporary viewers since prehistoric times. To
them it was an optical message worthy of their understanding.

In this study the words “drawing” and “engraving” are not
used synonymously, as each word conveys a separate meaning.
“Engraving” refers to those pictures in which the ancient artist has
used various lining techniques ; and scratching on the surface of
the rocks, reflected in the form of a light itching, light or deep
indentation; superficial or deep lining; or sometimes by deep en-
graving, as with the tradition employed in the engraving of cup
and rings and the renowned In the field of art from around the
world. Engraving always comes before drawing.

Photo No (1)

A rock full of animal engravings executed by deep lining,
mostly camels, with men on their backs carrying such weapons as
arrows, shields, swords, but mostly the long arrow. There is one
man carrying a square- shaped shield made of skin, similar to that
used in the heritage of some Sudanese tribes today.

Even with the large number of the animals, the artist has man-
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aged to show them in quick movement by hollowing the legs and
the craned necks. Some engravings show standing men carrying
arms. There are some engravings of warriors on horseback, but
only a few. The top of the rock show many engravings of arms that
indicate that the place look like an arsenal coordinators .

N 19°55'743"19°55'743"
E 30°31'853"30°31'853"

Photo No (2)

At the centre of the photo are camels moving in line. The
artist focused on distinctly showing humps. At the lower centre of
the drawing several camels are shown, with scattered individuals
around. It is noticeable that they are carrying weapons that are
large in comparison to their diminutive sizes. The upper rock show
an assortment of camels and other mammals, with clear horns; and
next are shared between more than one animal on the same line,
and sharing also takes place between hind legs and opposing faces
coordinators.

N 19°55'836"19°55'836"
E 30°32'009"30°32'009"
ALT 227Ft
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Photo No (3)

Several undetermined animals, some of which are camels,
surrounded by what seems to be boats with broad sails. To the
right of the drawing there is a geometric shape with internal lines
dividing it into triangles with smaller squares inside from the
south western corner. The boat is engraved over earlier engrav-
ings. Someone vandalized the drawing by writing the name (Aas-
im) on it. Coordinators are.

N 19°55'753"19°55' 753"
E 30°31'886"30°31'886"

Photo No (4)

There are two engravings in the above drawing. The more re-
cent one is the names of people engraved in broad handwriting that
blurred some of the features of the engraving below, which is the
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older one. The original drawing has engravings that are unrepeated
in the Sabu area. Looking carefully into the drawing show that it
is executed with fine dots, consecutive lining, for two persons that
are the most obvious of the engravings in the drawing. The two
persons are holding hands. To the right and left of the twp persons
are oxen. The written names have obliterated the engraving. It is
shown that the ox has high horns and the lines of the person near
it are light. To his left there is an animal, unclear because of the
recent engraving. To the centre of the drawing there is a deep en-
graving and swastikas at two of its endings. Coordinators are.

N

E N19°55'744"

2230°31'860"

q:?;a{‘*e: Q,r?:s e

£ 3
EY e

WU

*»

0 25

Photo No (5)

A large engraving on a very high rock. The engraving rep-
resents a ram with a comb executed in deep outer lining. In some
of the southern parts of Africa the engraving of the ram signifies
a very important symbolic meaning. It is a symbol of the rejuve-
nation of life, of power, and of the abundance of the wherewithal
of life. Together with the engraving there are a lot of inherited
engravings that glorify this engraving’s desired magical powers.
The engraving is on a red-coloured rock, which makes it special.
At the bottom of the rock there is an engraving that represents a
small-sized camel whose hump and straight line planning resem-
ble those of the technique of some other engravings documented
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during the failed activities at Sabu . At the peak of this hillock is
a light coloured engraving, I.e. the foot membrane is not archaic,
and unclear. The significance could be an unclear engraving, or
two opposing snakes that resemble the word “harbi” in the Arabic
language. Coordinators are.

N 19°557 744"

E 30°31'862"

228ft Alt

]
5oy
[

"
-
x\,,,,.!'"
10
cm

—

fas

0

Photo No (6)

Small engravings of several animals at the extreme left. At
the top a small dog is facing a duck of a size similar to his. At the
bottom is rabbit-like animal, with a dot added to signify the eye.
This is generally rare in the Sabu engravings. Beside it is an en-
graving of a rose. The drawing is in an unusual style for the Sabu
engravings.
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Photo No (7)

A person engraved with complete hollowing of the body, a
rarely used technique on people engravings in Sabu. This person is
carrying hammer-like object in his right hand. The etching is done
on dark rock, which makes the engraving distinct. Coordinators
are.

N  19°55'576"

E  3032'021"
231FtAlt

£2022 juaiiw - 2 1444 8,5Y) goloz- galudl susl] - duolually & 561 Slulyal) dualsl] 3l dlzn 116



Dr . Rehab Shambuol Musab Musaad

Photo No (8)

Beautiful engravings showing elephants, done with the tech-
nique of thin deep scratching. The two elephants in the centre of
the drawing have clear details. The trunk of the elephant at the ex-
treme left of the drawing, and the details of the third elephant are
not clear. But it is of the same time period, bearing the same rock
patina colouration. There are engravings of more recent drawing,
with lighter colours, the scratching is not too deep, and the spacing
is broader. The more recent engravings show a cottage, an ear of
corn, and, above the trunk of the third elephant there is an engrav-
ing of a fish. Upon the fish are light lines. The basic colour of the
rock is dark, thus giving the engravings a good background that
clarified the aspects of every engraving. Coordinators are.

N 19°55'575"
E 30°32'008"
232FtALT

Photo No (9)

An engraving of an running ostrich. The legs, wings, and
neck have been deployed to express the running. The rock, being
dark, has given an excellent background to the engraving, which
helped make its features distinct. Coordinators are.
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Key Samples of the petroglyphs in the Sabu Hills

N 19°55'605"
E 30°32'051"

229FtAlt

Photo No (10)

An engraving of a remarkable ox. Its horns are quite apart,
done in outer lining. It is facing another animal, facing north. The
neck is a long line ending in a small head. The artist left the lines
uncompleted between the horns and legs, as if inducing the spec-
tator to mentally fulfill the spectacle. Coordinators are.

N 19°55'577"
E 30°32'618"
231FtAlt

photo No (11)

A drawing of several engravings, showing a bull-like animal
of a big size, with the engraving of a man beneath it that looks
diminutive in comparison to the size of the bull. To the right of this
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engraving there is an ostrich engraved with outer lining, its wings
raised upwards. The bull and the man are done in the technique of
continued dripping till the body hollowed.

Photo No(12)

An engraving of broad scratches done with outer lining of
the body depicting a rock on a pedestal, with a large engraving
beneath it, a drawing of a scorpion done with the same technique.
Lines of this breadth are rare at this location. Coordinators are.

N  19755'732"
E 30°31'840"
225FtAlt
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Key Samples of the petroglyphs in the Sabu Hills

Photo No (13)

An engraving of a radiant circle, or a sun, with a cross inside,
executed in deep scratching. To the left of the sun engraving is
an engraving that resembles a monitor, done in complete hollow-
ing of the body. To the extreme right of the photo, upwards, is an
engraving of a goblet. The rocks are very dark, which makes the
engravings distinct. Coordinators are.

N 19°55'732"

E 30°327140"

Photo No (14)

A drawing of several engravings, showing a bull-like animal
of a big size, with the engraving of a man beneath it that looks
diminutive in comparison to the size of the bull. To the right of this
engraving there is an ostrich engraved with outer lining, its wings
raised upwards. The bull and the man are done in the technique of
continued dripping till the body hollowed.
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