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Rains in northwestern Arabia from the 6th century B.C. until the
2nd century A.D
(Historical study in the light of the inscriptions)
Norah Saleh Mohammed Alotaibi
Abstract:

This research aims to investigate the importance of rains in north-
western Arabia between the sixth century BC and the second century
AD. This research derives its importance from the fact that the main
source of water in the Arabian Peninsula is rain, especially since the
Arabian Peninsula is devoid of rivers and lakes, and rains fertilize the
land and pastures. Its scarcity and the occurrence of drought pose many
difficulties for the people of northwestern Arabia, as western Arabia is
one of the most important parts of the Arabian Peninsula that is witness-
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ing settlement and human presence, which makes it need rainwater as
its primary source. This research deals with rains in terms of what was
documented in northwestern Arabic inscriptions about it, traveling in
search of it, and the grass produced after it rains, as well as the relation-
ship and reflection of the importance of rain on the cultural and reli-
gious life of the peoples of northwestern Arabia and the deities related
to rain. This study followed a historical, analytical, and descriptive ap-
proach to obtain information related to the subject. It collected the sci-
entific material from the sources, which are the Northern Arabic in-
scriptions such as the Thamudic and Safaitic inscriptions. To reach
answers to the research questions, the most important of these results
was: reaching some of the places where the people of northwest Arabia
spent the rainy seasons and the hot and dry seasons, and knowing the
most important and famous deities of rain among them.
Key words:Rains, Pasture, Thamudis, Safaites, Nabataeans, Baal, Su-
hail Star.
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