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Meroitic Urban Centers: Acomparative Archaeological Study
between kedurma and Hamadab
Mohamed Albdri Sliman Bashir
Abstract:
Scholars agree that Meroitic civilisation flourished between the
3" century BC and the 4" century AD (Shinnie: 1967; Adams: 1977,
Hakem: 1988; Edwards: 1998). However, few archaeologists have
discussed in detail Meroitic urban centres, the interconnectedness of
sites and the relationships between them (Edwards, 1996, 2004),
(Welsby, 1996; Baud, 2008; Wolf, 2015). Nevertheless, our knowl-
edge of the role of urban Meroitic settlements in the Middle Nile re-
gion is very limited. In this study, Meroitic urban centres are examined
to shed more light on the nature of the centres and to provide a better
understanding of the concept of urban Meroitic archaeology based on

- fZOZS,J}Z{I-.b1445éﬁﬂ&ge}h{'ﬂQﬂq‘no‘(m)buﬂ”maylz{ual"a&f’éswﬁlﬂn b-\.w.ﬂ-agﬁ-mswaub.\ﬂe}l.{malga

_———




setiins Olatlus Syl dasne .

the results of recent archaeological investigations at many sites that
share various common features and characteristics.

The research defined Meroitic urban centres as settlements con-
sisting of four districts, official buildings, residential quarters, an indus-
trial sector and a cemetery nearby, although some other criteria were
limited by the nature of the regions, e.g. the existence of water reser-
voirs (hafirs) in the Meroe region, especially in the Butana, and fortifi-
cation walls, which in most cases referred to the border zones.

Key Words: Archaeology, Architecture, Planning, Types, Distributions.
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