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Abstract:

The aim of this paper is to clarify the methods of statement in
the poetry of Abi Tammam and to embody those methods in won-
derful poetic images, and to highlight the rhetorical purposes for
which they came. The rhetorical images of those texts. I followed
the descriptive analytical approach. The study reached several re-
sults, including: The statement methods are a prominent phenom-
enon in Abi Tammam’s poetry, through which his ability to consol-
idate their meanings and activate them to serve his idea and deal
with it in a wonderful technique - Abu Tammam is distinguished
by his good use of the directions of the statement .

Keywords: simile, metaphor, metaphor, metaphor.
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Abstract:

The study aimed to have knowledge about the roles of in-
strcual packages in raising efficiency of educational supervisors
from questions and goals hypothesis plotted

The researcher use the descriptive method to describe the re-
search theory And to obtain data he design a questioner after it has
been laid to specialist it given to a sample from research society
about 105 supervisor and an interview with education leaders.And
after statistical and spsas analyses the results obtained. it suit trains
supervisors. it leads to raise effort of supervisors it. leads to raise
efficiency of supervisors develop the operation of education form.
Instrucal package has many roles in education it proved by many
researches.
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Abstrract:

This research investigates the concept of school dropout in the
rural areas of KashamAlgirbah and Wad Elheliolocalitites. The school
dropout is considered the most serious problem that threatens the ed-
ucational process in these two localities . Many combined factors are
behing this phenomenon. The economic factor is considered to have
the strongeset impact. The study discusess the concept of basic edu-
cation and its importance and aims as well as the concept of school
dropout and its types, causes and drawbacks. A questionnaire was de-
signed to elicit data from the pupils guradians both of school dropout
and the regular ones to identify the size of school dropout. The study
has found that the low income of the families is behind school dropout

as they need the help of their sons to earn then livehood.
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Abstract:

This research is based on an attempt to shed light on one of
the phenomena of Arabic grammar, namely (the phenomenon of
sympathy for illusion in verbs between listening and analogy). A
mosque prevented it, so Sibawayh carried it on (mistake), a second
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group carried it on (illusion) and a third party carried it on (mean-
ing), because the term (illusion) does not fit the majesty of the
noble Qur’anic verses, and so the scholars expressed (kindness to
the meaning) politely and to preserve the book God is from illu-
sion, imagination, and conjecture...etc, and they have expressed in
other than the Holy Qur’an (sympathy for illusion). This research
aims to shed light on this phenomenon (phenomenon of sympathy
for illusion). It is truly one of the important linguistic topics, as it
is connected to the two levels (grammar and morphology), and its
representation in Arabic literature (poetry and prose) and in the
Holy Qur’an the height of eloquence, and the pinnacle of rhetoric.
The style (sympathy for illusion) appears at first sight to be preten-
tious, but upon scrutiny, meditation, and insight, it becomes clear
that the grammarians resort to it because of its indication of the
intended meaning of the speech; As the meaning in some methods
necessitates this aspect of expression and clarity. In this study, the
researcher followed the descriptive approach based on analysis,
where the material is collected from its original sources and sec-
ondary references, and then works on studying and analyzing it.
The research reached the most important results: Considering
(kindness to delusion) It is measured in some of its forms, espe-
cially in the cases of (accusation and accusative), and not to make
it a form of grammatical tolerance, but rather a form of linguistic
expansion, and considering that every aspect of parsing has a
meaning, and some linguistic methods do not clarify their exact
meaning except by parsing (sympathy for illusion).
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Abstract:

The aim of this study is to know the infinitive and additive in
a probably and distinct way. It is to show different opinions that
scholars agree and disagree with pervious ancients and modern-
istic scholars about infinitive and additive. It is grammatical de-
scription study to show the different opinions if are there, so as to
reach clear speech. The grammar in Arabic is concerned on putting
grammatical marks on the end of words, the inflection concerns
with the structure of word and the changes that took place, either
by adding, shortening, vowelization, metathesis or others. Both are
two sides of coin. Inflection supported by quotations from Holy
Quran, Sunni speeches, and eloquent Arabs sayings. Then con-
nect this with Arabic Language branches. The importance of this
study found in studying the infinitive and additive as inflectional
descriptive study in pure detailed way. This subject is one of the
syllabus in universities and some secondary schools. The scholars
depended in their studies upon primary resources to gather infor-
mation, this included folklore of Arabic Language resources and
references in the area of inflection. Then they used inductive de-
scriptive analytical method to reach the target promising results,
which focus in good knowing of infinitive and additive, facilitate
and make teaching this subject more easy and successful. The rea-
son of selecting this topic is to study the impact of infinitive and
additive on word’ structure, also gives scholars an easy study they
can take, support Arabic library with agreeable texts Arabic and
inflectionally. Researchers found many difficulties with under-
standing infinitive and additive in a good way, few studies that
related specifically with inflection in many libraries, few examples
that described by scholars of inflection in their libraries that make
exchanging it very difficult. The role of researchers is to smooth
out difficulties for students. Infinitive like go - In Infinitive Such
as goes - additive sit sits siting - green red white - understanding
- grammatical descripitio — Infilection

e
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Abstract :

This study dealt with the points of contention between Al-Ra-
zi and Al-Jurjani in some rhetorical issues, as it showed that crit-
ics and researchers in the history of rhetoric used to add to Imam
Abdul Qaher when he was mentioned casually, verses of praise
and praise, which they do not give to any man but him, for people
treated Al-Jurjani with great love. And this love, in our belief, led
to the issuance of assessments in which there is something similar
to injustice against the rhetorical scholars who came after him, and
they wrote in rhetoric, and at their head was: Our scholar Fakhr
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al-Din al-Razi. As described, he was the bridge through which the
rhetoric crossed from the summit of al-Jurjani to the bottom of
al-Sakaki. We want to show that al-Razi was not only a transmitter
of what was mentioned in his book Abd al-Qaher (Dalail Alijaz)
and (Asrar al-Balaghah), but he was an explainer, analytic, and op-
posing in some issues to his teacher. The study aimed at highlight-
ing Al-Razi’s rhetorical efforts through his book (Nahiat Elijaz)
and also aimed to prove that Al-Razi’s eloquence was not the same
as the eloquence of Abdul-Qaher Al-Jurjani, his sheikh and imam
and the imam of all rhetoric. The researcher followed a descriptive
and analytical approach based on the major sources and referenc-
es, then the study was ended with a conclusion that contained the
most important results and recommendations, the most prominent
of which was that Al-Razi differed from Abdul Qaher in his ex-
planation of some rhetorical issues. Lastly the study appended its
sources and references.
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Abstract:

Psycholinguistic currently represents a widely diverse
field. Prior to uttering speech sounds, infants make a variety of
sounds This paper aims to have a preliminary introduction about
psycholinguistics and its role in second language acquisition.
Psycholinguistics or psychology of language is the study of
the interrelation between linguistic factors and psychological
aspects. The main subject of research in psycholinguistics is the
study of cognitive processes that underlie the comprehension and
production of language, and the way the cultural environment
interact. The field of psycholinguistics has been defined by reaction
to Chomsky’s supporters and opponents. In this paper a selective
review of some recent illustrative psycholinguistics research on
L2 acquisition will be provided. In psycholinguistics researchers
try to develop models to describe and predict specific linguistic
behavior. Since the linguistic revolution of the mid -1960 the field
has brooded to encompass a wide range of topics and disciplines.
Psycholinguistics is interdisciplinary and is studied in different
fields such as psychology, cognitive science and linguistics.
Here after a brief introduction to psycholinguistics, how psycho-
linguistics illustrates language comprehension from words to texts
will be explained.

Key words: psycholinguistics, comprehension, acquisition process.
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1. Introduction

We have minds and in our minds we have the means for
producing and comprehending speech. But how did we come to
have such abilities? At birth we cannot comprehend speech, nor
can we produce speech. Yet, by the age of 4 years we have learned
vocabulary and grammatical rules for creating a variety of sentence
structures including negatives, questions, and relative clauses. And
although 4-year-olds still have passives and some other elaborate
syntactic structures to learn, along with a never-ending stock of
vocabulary items, they have already overcome the most difficult
obstacles in language learning. This is true of children the world
over, whatever the language may be.

Indeed, the language proficiency of the 4- or 5-year-old is
often the envy of the adult second-language learner, who has
been struggling for years to master the language. It is one of the
fundamental tasks of psycholinguists to explain how children learn
language.
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Psycholinguistics that means psychology of language is the
study of the psycho-logical and neurological factors that enable
humans to acquire, use, comprehend and produce language
(“Altman”, 2001, p.1). Due mainly to a lack of cohesive data
on how human brain functions, modern research makes use of
biology (natural science concerned with the study of life and living
organism), neuroscience (the scientific study of how information
concerning faculties such as perception, language, reasoning,
and emotion is represented and transformed in a human or other
animal nervous system or machinery, linguistics and information
theory (a branch of applied mathematics and electrical engineering
involving the quantification of information .

To study how brain processes language, there are a number
of sub- disciplines with non-invasive techniques for studying the
neurological workings of the brain, for example neurolinguistics
has become a field in its own right. Psycholinguistics covers the
cognitive processes that make it possible to generate grammatical
and meaningful sentences out of vocabulary and grammatical
structure as well as the processes that make it possible to understand
utterances, words, texts, etc. (Miller & Emas , 1983) .

Psycholinguistics concerns with the study of the cognitive
process that supports the acquisition and use of language. The scope
of psycholinguistics includes language performance under normal
circumstances and when it breaks down, For example following
brain damage. Historically the focus of most psycholinguists has
been on first language (L 1), acquisition of first language in children
and in research on adult comprehension and production (Schmitt,
2002, p.133-140). The findings and concepts of psycholinguistics
i1s used and studied by people in a variety of fields. Such as
psychology, cognitive science linguistics, and neroulinguistic.
There are several subdivisions within psycholinguistics that are
based on the components that make up the language.

2. Statement of the Problem

Due to the fact that psycholinguistics is an interdisciplinary

field, nowadays it is the focus of researchers who study the

— —
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interrelation between mind and language. The explanation of the
process of comprehension from a psycholinguistic perspective
from a word to a text is another area of interest of psycholinguists.
2.Aims of the Study
In this paper a selective review of some recent illustrative
psycholinguistic research on second language acquisition and
competent bilingual performance will be provided.
3.Research Questions
In this research the following questions will be answered:

1. What is psycholinguistics?

2. Who is psycholinguist?

3. What is the main focus of psycholinguistics?
Literature Review
First-language learning

Of the simple Consonant + Vowel + Consonant variety
(‘panpan’). This structure of babbling as repeated syllables has
been found to be produced by children in all studied languages.

The sounds that infants make involve many but not all of
the speech sounds that occur in the languages of the world. For
example, English sounds like the ‘th’ in ‘though’ and the ‘th’ in
‘thin’ are rare, as are the click sounds common in various African
languages such as Zulu. In time, however, such vocalizations take
on the character of speech. From as early as 6 months of age infants
from different language communities begin to babble somewhat
distinctively, using some of the intonation of the language to which
they have been exposed (Nakazima, 1962.

Research seems to indicate that in languages where the
intonation contours are quite distinctive, native speakers can tell
the difference between the babble of infants who were learning
their (the native speakers’) language as opposed to the babble of
infants learning other languages (de Boysson-Bardies et al., 1984).

The production of sounds using the intonation contours of the
first language is obviously a learned phenomenon because when
infants babble they follow the intonation contours of the language
which they hear. This is something that deaf infants deprived of

S,
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hearing speech do not do. While such infants are able to vocalize
and cry, they do not progress to babbling. Interestingly, deaf
infants who have been exposed to sign language from birth do the
equivalent of babbling — with their hands (Petitto and Marentette,
1991)!

The development of speech production

Prior to uttering speech sounds, infants make a variety of
sounds — crying, cooing, gurgling. Infants everywhere seem to
make the same variety of sounds, even children who are born
deaf (Byrne, B. (1992). The ability and propensity to utter such
sounds thus appear to be unlearned. Later, around the seventh
month, children ordinarily begin to babble, to produce what may
be described as repeated syllables (‘syllabic reduplication’), e.g.
‘baba’, ‘momo’, ‘panpan’. While most of the syllables are of the
basic Consonant + Vowel type (‘baba’ and ‘momo’), some consist
of closed syllables It is from the advanced stage of babbling that
children move into uttering their first words. Often this occurs at
around 1 year of age but can occur much earlier or much later.
When children begin to utter words, somewhat surprisingly only
some of the sounds that they have uttered in babbling appear in
speech. The other sounds must be reacquired.

And there may be some order to the acquisition of speech
sounds. For example, sounds like /x/ (as in Bach), /k/, and /1/ that
commonly occurred in vocalization and babbling prior to speech
may now tend to occur later, after the acquisition of such phoneme
sounds as /p/, /t/, /m/, /a/ ‘fall’, and /o/ ‘tall’. A phoneme, it should
be said, represents a class of speech sounds in a language. For
example, in the word ‘pep’ the individual sound /p/ can represent
the sound at the beginning of the word ‘pep’ as well as the sound at
the end of the word ‘pep’. (Incidentally, the letters surrounded by
slashes (//) indicate that a phoneme sound is identified. A phoneme
sound is a single discrete sound of a language.) Phonetically, the
two sounds are different, with /p/ in the final position having a large
amount of aspiration (puff of air). Nevertheless, they are regarded
as the same phoneme.

— —
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There is, then, some discontinuity between babbling and
meaningful speech Petitto, L. A. and Marentette, P. F. (1991)

Linguistic related areas

Phonetics and phonology are concerned with the study of
speech sounds within psycholinguistics, research focus is on how
the brain process and understand that sounds.

Morphology is the study of word structure especially the
relationship between related words (such as dog and dogs) and the
formation of words based on rules (such as plural formation).

Syntax is the study of the patterns which dictate how words
are combined to form sentences. Semantics deal with the meaning
of words and sentences where syntax is concerned with the formal
structure of sentences. Pragmatics is concerned with the role of
context in the interpretation of the meaning.

Psychology related areas

The study of word recognition and reading examines
the processes involved in the extraction of orthographic,
morphological, phonological and semantic information from
patterns in printed texts. Developmental psycholinguistics studies
infants and childrens’ ability to learn and process language, usually
with experimental or at least quantitive methods (as opposed to
naturalistic observations such as those made by Jean Piaget, in his
research on the development of children).

The field of psycholinguistics has been developed and
redefined by reaction to Chomsky. Chomsky’s view about creating
syntactic sentences was that language exists because human
possess an innate ability and was highly critical of skinners book
in 1959. That review started what has been termed the cognitive
revolution in psychology. The review of Chomsky still holds that
the human ability to use syntax is qualitatively different from any
sort of animal communication; this ability may have resulted from
a favorable mutation or from an adaptation of skills evolved for
other purposes (Byrne, B. (1992)).

One of the supporters of this view is that the theory that
language serves group needs. Better linguistic expressions may

S,
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have produced more cohesion, cooperation, and potential for
survival. The con view still holds that that language —including
syntax — is an outgrowth of hundreds of thousands of years of
increasing intelligence and tens of thousands of years of human
interaction.

Contemporary theories besides Chomsky, working in the
field of theories of psycholinguistics includes George Lack off and
Steven Pinker. More recently, psycholinguists have recognized
the importance of extending the study of language processing to
individuals who are acquiring or actively using more than one
language. In this paper the term bilinguals is used to refer to such
individuals, even though their additional languages may not be
as strong as their first language. Because bilinguals outnumber
monolinguals in the world’s population, bilinguals more than
monolinguals provide a genially universal account of the cognitive
mechanisms that underline language performance (Schmitt, 2002,
p.133-149). Furthermore the use of two or more languages provide
a powerful tool for investigating issues of cognitive representation
and processing that are otherwise hidden from view.

Two important psychological variables:
motivation and attitude
Motivation

A number of factors that affect second-language learning
operate only in certain types of situations. The question of
motivation for learning a second language, for instance, is not
likely to arise in a natural type of setting such as with a young
child. A 1- or 2-year-old needs no motivation to learn a second
language; given language input, the young child will automatically
learn — with learning even occurring in negative circumstances.
An older child of 4 or 5 years, however, may need motivation in
order to learn a second language since by that age the child may be
aware of whether a language is positively or negatively regarded
by others, or the child may prefer other activities.

The planned learning situation such as the classroom, however,
presents a very different problem. There is an element of choice

— —
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involved in attending class, listening to the teacher, participating
in activities, and in doing assignments. The amount of exposure
that one receives and the amount of attention and effort that one
devotes to learning may be affected by one’s motivation. Dislike
of a teacher, for example, could seriously affect Second-language
learning.

Language learning unless it is balanced by a high degree of
motivation that enables one to persist.

There is no reason to suppose that some sort of special
motivation or purpose is necessary for second-language learning.
In general, there are a large number of variables involved in second-
language learning, such as intergroup attitudes and climate, social
situation, personality and self confidence, desire to communicate
with a particular person, to name just a few (Maclntyre et al.,
1998). In an actual classroom situation any one of them could affect
motivation. Teachers are generally well aware of this possibility
and often devise ways to increase positive motivation and attitudes
(Crookes and Schmidt, 1991).

Attitude

A negative attitude towards the target language or its
speakers, or the other members of the class, may also affect one’s
determination and persistence to be involved in the classroom and
its activities (Gardner and Lambert, 1972; Oller et al., 1977, 1978;
Chihara and Oller, 1978; Gardner, 1985). This same negative
attitude could impair memory functioning and detract from
focusing on the target language. In the same way, any of a host
of personality and sociocultural variables could have deleterious
effects (Brown, 1987). Many variables, such as status and cultural
background, become more potent with the age of the learner and
are important considerations in the classroom learning situation.

This is not to say that attitude may not play a role in the
natural situation as well. By 4 years of age children have developed
attitudes towards language. They know how people react to different
languages. For example, children may not wish to use their native,
but foreign for this country, language outside of the home. They

S,
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may prefer to conform to their peers and other members of the
dominant language community.

Specific questions with respect to bilinguals are Is L2
acquisition different from L1 acquisition?

To what extent does the L1 play a role in using the L.2?

Are there rules governing code-switching (the use of More
than one language in an utterance?

How do speakers of more than one language keep the two
languages apart?

How are languages acquired at some point in time Lost or
maintained over time? (Schmitt, 2002, p.133-149)

This work according to Schmitt (2002) is framed by an
important set of assumption about language and cognition (p.133-
137). First it is assumed that the cognitive process that are revealed as
individuals acquire proficiency in a second language share a common
bases with the process that are in place for competent bilinguals .
Here, first of all the basic assumption is that L2 learners and proficient
bilingual relay on similar cognitive mechanisms that are generally
universal across languages , although the relative importance of
some factors may differ depending on the structural properties of
the language involved . For example where the L2 shares the same
alphabet with the L1 can have profound consequences for the nature
of cross language interactions. Yet we assume that fundamentally
the same cognitive resources are used when a native Persian speaker
learns English or a native English speaker learns Persian. Thirdly it
is assumed the same cognitive recourses are universally available
to all learners although individuals will differ in some respects
that that may have specific implications for success in L2 learning.
For example the degree to which individuals can devote memory
and intentional resources to processing and storage, may play an
important role in their ability to develop automaticity in the L2, to
resolve ambiguities during sentence comprehension and to inhibit
the L1 when required to do so.

This study is outlined as follows. First we focus on the
way in which psycholinguistics construct cognitive models to

— —
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characterize to representations and process that underline language
performance. Due to the fact that our review will be necessarily
brief, our illustration is restricted to a model of language production
that has been extended to bilingual speaker. The model captures
many of the core problems that need to be resolved when speakers
have more than one language available. The model may also be
used the way in which psycholinguistics formulate hypotheses and
conduct experiments to test theoretically based predictions.

Second we will illustrate the contribution of psycholinguistics
research by considering a set of selected questions that have
been the focus of empirical selective nature of lexical in word
recognition and the development of lexical proficiency in second
language and aspects of language retention and attrition. One of
our purposes in this paper is to illuminate the general logic and
method of psychological approaches to research.
Significance of the studying of psycholinguistic

In psycholinguistics researchers try to develop models to
describe and preferably predict specific linguistic behavior (Benson,
D. F. and Patten, D. H. (1967)). The significance is that it captures
all aspects of language use. Ultimately psycholinguistics tries to
have a model that describes how language is processed in our
brain. The other significance of studying of psycholinguistics is
that it uncovers universal processes that governs the development,
use , and breakdowns of language (Bates et.al ,1995 , p.96 )

However to the extent that research in a given subfield of
psycholinguistics is dominated by English, we cannot distinguish
between universal mechanisms and English-specific facts.
Psycholinguistics present a research on language development in
children, language symptoms in brain injured adults, and language
processing in normal adults, in an order that reflects the impact
that cross language variations have had on theoretical framework
within each field (Homby A.S (2002).
5.Discussion

What is psycholinguistics? The earliest use of the term
»psycholinguistics™ was in J.R Kantor Objective Psychology

~—— e
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of Grammar (1936), in which Kantor as an ardent behaviorist
attended to refuse the idea that 1 language reflected any form of
intended cognition or mind . According to Kantor the German
psycholinguists tradition was simply wrong .The term more firmly
established with the publication in 1954 of a report of a working
group on the relationship between linguistic and psychology entitled
psycholinguistics. The reports was published simultaneously in
two journals, that separately served the linguistics and psychology
discipline. Almost 50 years on, research into the many different
aspects of the psychology of language is published in a vast range
of journals, and account for around 10 percent of all publications
in psychology. Carroll, J. B. (ed.) (1956)

Accordingto Crystal,D. (1987)the wide web free encyclopedia
Psycholinguistics is the branch of cognitive psychology that studies
the psychological basis of linguistic competence and performance.
Psycholinguistics studies the psychological and neurological
factors that enable human to acquire, use and understand language.
Psycholinguistics mainly concern with the use of psychological /
scientific / experimental methods to study language acquisition,
production and processing.

In summary we can define psycholinguistics as a scientific
study of mental processes and elements employed in language.
Psycholinguistics is the empirical and theoretical study of the
mental faculty. Since the linguistic revolution of the mid-1960s
the field has developed to encompass a wide range of topics and
disciplines.

Psycholinguistics started (as did the rest of psychology) in
the early to mid1960s. The Chomskian revolution (e.g. Chomsky,
1957, 1965, and 1968) promoted language and specifically its
structure, as obeying laws and principles in much the same way as
say chemical structures do, was sensitive to this emerging legacy
when he wrote:

The linguistic philosophy which was only about language,
and not about the world, is the boy who preferred the clock without
the pendulum because although it no longer told the time, it went
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more easily than before and at a more exhilarating pace. Martin,
R. and He, T. (2004)

Subsequently psycholinguistic research has nonetheless
recognized the inseparability of Language from its underlying
mental machinery and external world.

Who is psycholinguist?

A psycholinguist is a social scientist who studies psycho
linguistics. Ellis, R. (1994. The main interest of a psycholinguist
is language development; language use and language break down
.perception, attention, motor planning and memory, that is Critical
for language but are not unique to language is the other areas of
psycholinguistic interest. More specifically a psycholinguist studies
language, speech production and comprehension, using behavioral
and neurological methods which traditionally are developed
in the field of psychology though other methods such as corpus
analysis are also widely used. Due to its interdisciplinary nature
psycholinguistics, can be found in linguistics, psychology, cognitive
science, communication science, communication disorders and
other departments. The main purpose of psycholinguistics is to
outline and describe the process of producing and comprehending
communication understanding. Psycholinguistic  currently
represents a widely diverse field. Many and are also considered
to be linguists, nerolinguists, cognitive linguists neurocognitivist
psycholinguistics. There are subtle differences between these titles,
though they are all attempting to use different facets of similar
issues.

What are the main interests of psycholinguistics?

Interest in psycholinguistics is not confined to psychology and
linguistics. Many have been stimulated by its practical possibilities.
One thinks of medical applications to the diagnosis and treatment
of a heterogeneous variety of language disorders ranging from
a simple stammering to the overwhelming complexities of
aphasia. One thinks too of pedagogical applications of potential
improvement in our methods for teaching reading and writing of
second language.

S,
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If psycholinguistic principles were made sufficiently
explicit, they could be applied to those technical concepts of the
twentieth century. In George A Miller view the central task of
psycholinguistics is to describe the psychological processes that
go on when people use sentences (Field , 2006 , p-93 ) .

As we mentioned psycholinguistics is interdisciplinary.
Harely (2005) states that the main object of research in
psycholinguistics is the Study of the cognitive process that
underlies the comprehension and production of language and the
way cultural environment interacts with these two. More detailed
subsections of psycholinguistics describes the language abilities
of infants as they acquired their first words and develop their first
grammatical skills (Miller , 1990, p.143-187 ) , the representation
and access of words (spoken and written ) in the mental lexicon ,
the representation and process implicated in sentence processing
and discourse comprehension , and finally the manner in which
as we speak words and sentences. Psycholinguistics is as much
about the study of the human mind itself as it is about the study of
minds ability to communicate and comprehend (Altmann , 2001
,p-129-135) and others . The full depth, richness, and scope of
psycholinguistics go far beyond the limits afforded here.

Early days of psycholinguistics move to a selection of current
topics, beginning with the language abilities of newborn infants,
and moving on from how infants represent the speech they here to
, how they acquire first vocabulary and how later , as adults , they
represent and access words in the mental lexicon (both spoken
and written) . Psycholinguistics also attends to the acquisition of
grammatical skills in children and the processing of sentences by
adults to text and discourse understanding. Wilhelm Wundt (1832-
1920) noted in Die Sprache (1900) psycholinguistics is as much
about the mind as it is about the language. 6.Conclusion

The aim of this paper was to have an introductory
explanation to psycholinguistics and second language
acquisition. Also to provide a brief answer to the questions like:
what is psycholinguistics? , who is psycholinguist? And what
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is the main interest of psycholinguistics? Due to the fact that
psycholinguistics is an interdisciplinary field, nowadays it is the
focus of researchers who study the interrelation between mind and
language. The explanation of the process of comprehension from a
psycholinguistic perspective from a word to a text is another area
of interest of psycholinguists that because of our limitation, we
cannot afford it here There are psycholinguistic related factors that
affect comprehension . This factors related to individual differences
and because of the mentioned reason we didn“t explain them in
this paper, and it has been left to be studied by other researchers.
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Cross Cultural Politeness Strategies in Arabic
and English A Case Study of Secondary Schools,
Hasaheisa Locality. Gezira State, Sudan

Mawaddah Ibrahim Min Alseed

Abstract:

Politeness strategies are differ cross-culturally. This study aims
at showing the performance of politeness interaction cross-cul-
turally and introducing some politeness strategies that used EFL
classes. The study adopted the descriptive analytical method. The
data were collected by means of a questionnaire from twenty five
(25) teachers of secondary schools. Then the collected data were
analyzed by the SPSS program. The study came out with the fol-
lowing results: EFL learners need to perform polite interaction in
the classroom, being polite helps in showing respect in an interac-
tional act, it is important for learners to keep a positive face when
addressing people, positive politeness is to show solidarity and
it is directed to the positive face of the addressee, negative face
leads to apology and indirectness. Socio-cultural context influenc-
es learners’ interaction. Showing politeness is differ cross-cultur-
ally. The study recommended: EFL learners should learn how to
keep a positive face when addressing people.

Key Words: Politeness strategies, cross-culturally, positive
face, negative face, indirectness.
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1.0 Introduction
In general communication, people choose the right strategy to
communicate with others, namely in a polite manner. Being polite
is one of the ways people conducting speech quality. (Brown and
Levinson,1987) illustrate that a politeness theory is based on the
concept that people have a social self-image. The face here means
the speaker must be aware of the listener’s needs about their faces,
consider the listener’s feelings, and minimize face threatening
act (FTA). On the other hand, Yule (1996, p. 130) states that FTA
1s an action which gives threat to a person’s face. Thus, in brief,
politeness is an act of showing awareness of the hearers’ social self
image. Accordingly, politeness as a form of behavior developing
in society to reduce frictions in communication. With similar vein,
(Leech,1983) states that politeness is a form of behavior aimed to
develop and maintain mutual interpersonal relationship. This kind
of strategy is indicated by the speaker act in which the utterance
indicates a direct speech act which may cover an imperative device,
such as suggestion, request, invitation, offer or order.
Searle (1969) asserts that, all speech acts such as requests
are meaningful and that they are rule-governed. For that reason,
in interactions, participants ought to be aware of their actions and
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thus consider what named ‘face’, defined as” the positive social
value a person effectively claims for himself by the line others
assume he has taken during a particular contact” and that face can
be lost, maintained or enhanced during interactions with others.
(Brown,1987) asserts that, face is a set of wants, roughly “they want
to be unimpeded” and a person’s desire to act without imposition,
and “the want to be approved in certain respect”. In everyday
communications, there are considerably a very large number of
acts such as requests. Threatening Acts (FTAs) are acts that violate
the hearers’ need to maintain his/her self steam, and be respected.
1.1 Statement of the Problem

The notions of politeness and the degree of politeness differ
cross-culturally and thus, the different perceptions on politeness
may lead to misunderstandings and conflicts for EFL learners.
So, EFL learners need to be effective communicators in EFL
settings, they are required to perform polite behaviors during their
schooling and their future contact. This study tries to explain the
polite behavior which helps EFL learners understand culture-
specific concepts of politeness in Arabic and English.
1.2 Objectives of the Study
This study aims to:
a. Resort different politeness behaviors cross-culturally.
b. Investigate factors influencing politeness in EFL classes.
c. Explain cultural differences in politeness behavior between

Arabic and English languages.
1.3 Questions of the Study
The study will answer the following questions:
a. To what extent does showing politeness vary cross-culturally?
b. How do social factors influence EFL students’ performance of
polite interaction?

c. What are the differences in politeness behaviors in general?

o
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1.4 Hypotheses of the Study
The study suggests the following hypotheses
a. Showing politeness cross-culturally.
b. Cross cultural factors influence EFL learners’ performance of
polite interaction .
c. There are cultural differences in politeness behavior between
cross-culturally.

1.5 Significance of the Study

This study explains the polite behavior which helps EFL
learners understand culture-specific concepts of politeness in
Arabic and English. It helps EFL learners understand culture-
specific concepts of politeness; it sheds light on the semantic
meanings of the word politeness in Arabic as compared to English.
1.6 Research Methodology

The study will use the descriptive analytical method. The
questionnaire will be used as a tool to collect the data from the
EFL teachers at secondary level. Then, the collected data will be
analyzed statistically by the SPSS Program.
2.0 Literature Review

Politeness is a behavior that occurs in society to make them
respect each other and reduce the possibility of getting conflict
or dispute between members of the society (Holmes, 1995).
Therefore, politeness strategy can contribute to the success of
effective communication in the classroom.
2.1 Politeness and Social Communication

Politeness occurs in the communication in the society
however, the use of politeness strategy differs in societies which
have different language and culture (Ardi et al., 2018) For instance,
positive politeness sometimes is preferred to negative politeness in
some countries. (Kingwell,1993) emphasizes that to communicate
means that the speakers do not only transfer their content of
information but also the way they transfer it should not hurt the
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hearers. It means that teachers and students should pay attention
to the way they transfer the message in their communication.
However, the development of social media which grows very
rapidly can influence the use of language by students to interact
with their teachers. The language that they use in the cyber world
has a chance to be used by the students when they communicate
with their teachers. Moreover, in the field teachers tend to create
a friendly teaching and learning atmosphere since it is one of the
character values that need to be integrated into the classroom
activity. As a result, some students will feel spoiled by teachers.

The friendly environment that is built by teachers to create a
more pleasant teaching and learning atmosphere might be misin-
terpreted by the students. Therefore, teachers have to put bound-
aries in order to avoid misinterpretation. Students also should pay
attention to the way they communicate with their teachers. Thus,
the occurrence of politeness strategy in the classroom interactions
is important.
2.2 Politeness in EFL Learners’ Interaction

The aim of learning a language is to be communicative, thus
the theory proposed by (Celce-Murcia, 2007) about communica-
tive competence is needed by language learners to communicate
the language in a proper way. Providing polite classroom interac-
tion for the students can contribute to the students’ language de-
velopment (Consolo, 2006). The politeness strategy can be shown
from the interactions that occur in the classroom activity when
teachers and students transfer their ideas in communication. How-
ever, to achieve the same understanding between the speakers is
quite challenging because in speaking language learners such as
the EFL students tend to be insufficiently equipped which causes
psychological factors such as afraid of making mistakes and fear
of criticism ( Shen and Chiu, 2019). As a result their self-confi-
dence to communicate in English is low and they often face some
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difficulties in transferring their ideas to be well understood by the
hearers (Sayuri, 2016). Moreover, both teachers and students have
different communication style. Thus, a strategy to communicate in
the classroom setting is needed to create effective classroom inter-
actions between teachers and students (Tan et al., 2016).As such
politeness strategy is needed in EFL classes.
2.3 Politeness Strategies in the Social Media

Politeness strategies also occur in the social media platform,
(Jeanyfer and Tanto, 2018) had investigated the politeness phe-
nomena in the text messages between people from different rank-
ing power status. While (Ambarwati et al., 2019) investigated the
politeness strategies used in the Facebook interactions posted by
women. Both of the findings showed that in the written form po-
liteness strategies also occurred. Ambarwati et al. (2019) argued
that politeness strategies occurred as ‘a reflection of humanistic
learning’. They elaborated politeness strategies in the social me-
dia platform as a process to show how people choose appropriate
speech, maintain the power in doing communication and maintain
the attitude to save interlocutor’s face. In addition, (Widiadnya et
al., 2018) investigated the implication of politeness strategies used
in the classroom interactions. The result showed that the use of
politeness strategies in the classroom interactions imply positive
results, for instance, it could create effective communication be-
tween teacher and students which contain respect value, improve
their interactions, and lessen the interference in their communica-
tion. Encouraging the students related to the importance of having
politeness strategy in communication will develop their awareness
not only in communicative competence but also cultural aware-
ness, and build their character values. Especially for students from
the senior high school level which tend to get easily influenced by
their environment either in the real or cyber world in a positive or
negative way. Referring to the phenomenon above, the purpose
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of this study is to investigate the teacher and students’ politeness
strategies in the EFL classroom interactions

A person’s positive public image that is established in his or
her social interactions is defined as face. It can be praise, honor,
or self-esteem. Meanwhile, (Brown and Levinson, 1987) concep-
tualize face as the people’s impression that they need to be free
and appreciated in a certain respect. Thus, it indicates that every
person tends to keep each other’s self-image in the public to avoid
getting offended or annoyed by others. There are four strategies,
namely bald-on-record strategy, positive politeness strategy, neg-
ative politeness strategy, and off-record strategy. Through those
strategies, the speaker can choose the appropriate strategy which
can be used when he or she wants to prevent threatening acts to the
hearer’s face or at least minimize or soften it. The first strategy is
called bald-on-record. It is used to convey information or message
directly to the hearer (Brown and Levinson, 1987). Moreover, they
elaborate that this strategy is used to avoid misunderstanding and
misinterpretation between interlocutors since the speaker speaks
effectively and directly. Thus, the utterances have to be spoken di-
rectly, vividly, unambiguously, and succinctly. (Brown and Levin-
son,1987) declare that direct imperative or direct command is one
form of bald-on-record strategy.

Further, they explain that there are two cases when the speak-
er uses this strategy. The first case is the non-minimization of the
face threat. There are four conditions when the speaker uses the
strategy to not soften the face threat. The conditions are when they
are in an urgent situation, the speaker has more power than the
hearer, the speaker has the desire to show sympathy, and when the
speaker does not want to maintain the face. In addition, they state
that the second case occurs when this strategy is ‘actually oriented
to face’. It occurs in three situations such as welcoming or invit-
ing, farewells and offers. The second strategy is positive polite-
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ness. It is addressed to enhance the hearers’ positive face. (Brown
and Levinson,1987, p. 101) elaborate that it can be expressed by
satisfying the hearers’ face to make them feel that they are ap-
preciated by others. Further, (Brown and Levinson,1987, p. 102)
propose three board strategies of positive politeness: claim com-
mon ground, convey that the speaker and the hearer are coopera-
tors, and fulfill the hearer’s wants for some. In claiming common
ground, they state that both of the speaker and the hearer share
the same specific wants, goals, or values. Thus, the speaker may
perform the claim by stating that he or she also feels interested in
the hearer’s wants. The second main strategy of positive politeness
is conveying that the speaker and the hearer are co-operators. It
implies that they are involved in the same interest, so they share
the same goals. As a result, this strategy can improve the hearer’s
positive face. The last strategy on positive politeness is complying
with the hearer’s wants for some . Satisfying the hearer’s positive
face is the form of this strategy. It can be performed by fulfilling
the hearer’s wants directly such as by showing encouragement or
giving items.
2.3.1 Positive Politeness Strategy

According to (Cutting, 2002, p. 48) the positive politeness
strategy shows the speakers recognize that the hearer has a face to
be respected. Positive Politeness Strategy is used when the speaker
attempts to minimize the threat to the hearer’s positive face by
finding an agreement or giving compliments to the listener so that
he/she feels good about himself/herself. This strategy is mostly
used in situations where they both know each other fairly well.
The friendliness in the relationship and the desire to be respected
is recognized.
2.3.2 Negative Politeness

The third strategy is negative politeness. Brown and Levin-
son (1987, p. 129) define this strategy as ‘redressive action’ which
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is oriented to hearer’s negative face. This strategy aims to reduce
the interference with the hearer’s freedom of action. The speak-
er can perform this strategy by being indirect, using hedges, con-
veying pessimism in the utterance to express doubt, reducing the
imposition, or giving respect to the hearer, (Culpeper, 2011). The
speaker usually uses this strategy when he or she has social distant
or feels awkward towards the hearer. Furthermore, the last strategy
is called off-record. It enables the speaker to perform FTA indirect-
ly. Thus, the speaker’s utterance consists of more than one possi-
ble interpretation. Since there are many interpretations that can
be drawn from the speaker’s utterances, so it is up to the hearer’s
choice to decide how to interpret it. Negative Politeness Strategy
is used when the speaker wants to protect the hearer’s negative
face by performing indirect acts to minimize the imposition of the
request on the hearer (Krisnoni, 2013). This strategy is similar to
Positive Politeness in that it is mostly used in situations where the
speaker recognizes the friendliness and the desire to be respected
by the hearer. However, the speaker assumes that he/she is in some
way imposing on the other.

3.0 Material and Method:

The participants of this study were the EFL secondary school
teachers in El-hasahisa Locality, Gezira State, Sudan (2021). To
collect the required data, a questionnaire was designed, revised and
distributed to the sample who were twenty five (25) EFL teachers.
Then the collected data was statistically analyzed by SPSS pro-
gram. The analyses of the questionnaire were shown in the follow-
ing tables.

3.1 Data Analysis

Statement (1)EFL learners need to interact politely and de-

velop awareness about cultural aspect of the target language.
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Fig (1) EFL learners need to develop the performance of po-
lite interaction

M Frequency
M Percent

According to the statistical analysis in fig (1),(92%) of the
sample agree that EFL learners need to interact politely and de-
velop awareness about cultural aspect of the target language. Only
(4) of the sample are neutral and (4%) of the sample disagree with
the statement.

Statement (2) Being polite helps in showing respect in an
interactional act..

Fig (2) Being polite helps in showing respect in an interactional act..

M Frequency

M Percent

"\-'\-'\‘/Pement
Fregquency
Agree Meutral D3

isagree Total
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According to the statistical analysis of fig (2),(88%) of the sample
agree that being polite helps in showing respect in an interactional
act.. However, (8) of are neutral and (4%) of the sample disagree
with the statement. Therefore, the statement is justified.
Statement (3) It is important for EFL learners to keep a positive
face when addressing people

Fig (3) It is important for EFL learners to keep a positive
face when addressing people

100

3

g

o M Freguency

8
|
|
|
|

M Percent

20

- _—
L] p— Percent
LETEE MNeutral Frequs

Disagree Total

According to the statistical analysis of table (3), most of the
sample (96%5ga ree that it is important for EFL learners to keep

a positive face when addressing people. On}%r 34%) of the sample
are neutral. Therefore, the statement 1s justified. o

Statement (4)Teacher talk should promote a polite interac-
tion in the classroom.

M Fregquency

N Percent

Percent

Frequency
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According to the statistical analysis of fig (4), a most of the sample
(84%) agree that teacher talk should promote a polite interaction in the
classroom. Moreover, only (12%) of the sample are neutral and (4%)
disagree with the statement. Accordingly, the statement is proved.
Statement (5) Showing politeness is differ cross-culturally..
Fig (5) Showing politeness is differ cross-culturally..

— M Freguency
M Percent

Percent
Fregquency

According to the statistical analysis of fig (5), most of the
sample (92%) agree that showing politeness is differ cross-cul-
turally. Only (8%) of the sample are neutral. In accordance with
this, the statement is justified.

Findings

After analyzing the data, the study came out with the follow-
ing results:

1. EFL learners need to develop awareness about cultural aspect
of the target language.

2. Being polite helps in showing respect in an interactional act.

3. Itis important to keep a positive face when addressing people.

4. Positive politeness is to show solidarity and it is directed to the

positive face of the addressee.
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5. Negative face leads to apology and indirectness.

6. Socio-cultural context influences what people say and how
they say it.

7. Showing politeness is differ cross-culturally.

Recommendations

The study recommended:

1. EFL learners should learn how to keep a positive face when
addressing people.

2. Learners should develop awareness about cultural aspect of
the target language.

3. EFL Learners should be enabled to perform polite interaction
in the classroom.
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The Role of Short Stories in Enhancing EFL First Year
Students’ Writing Skills
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Abstract:

It has been observed by many teachers of English that; there
are some problems in students ‘writing skills; specially EFL first
year students, so this paper comes to investigate the role of short
stories in enhancing EFL first year students’ writing skills. This
study aimed to investigate the importance of short stories in im-
proving first year students’ writing skills, to highlight the prob-
lematic areas in first year students’ writing skills and to develop
first year students’ writing skills. The study adopted the descrip-
tive analytical methods. The data was collected with two tools:
a questionnaire for university teachers and pre and post tests for
first year students at university. The sample consist of forty (40)
EFL Universities teachers and thirty five (53) first year students
of English language at Gezira University Faculty of Education Al
Hasahiesa. The data were analyzed with (SPSS) program for the
questionnaire and (T) test for the pre and posttests. As the result

of the analysis it is found that: Short stories promote students writ-

ing mechanism, short stories improve students writing style, short
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stories equip students with varying figurative speech, short stories
provide students with memorable, grammatical , and vocabulary
items,. Based on the findings, the study recommends that: EFL
teachers have to pay more attention for teaching writing skill due
to its crucial role in the process of teaching EFL, many teachers
need to understand the importance of literary text as a tool to re-
inforce writing skill not only for the entertainment, teacher should
use short stories continuously to stimulate students and motivate
them to write more, finally improving students’ writing skills is
highly recommended through short stories.
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INTRDUCTION:
1.0Backgrond

Learning a foreign language implies the strengthening of
strategies that enable effective communication skills in meaning-
ful contexts. Over the years, a debate on the hierarchy of language
skills has taken place in language education. Many agree that all
skills deserve the same importance, whereas others believe that
writing should take first place, given its significance in all social,
professional, and academic domains.People use writing for vari-
ous purposes in different contexts in which individuals are evalu-
ated depending on the control they demonstrate of this ability.
1.0Statement of the Problem

It has been observed by many teachers of Englishthat there
are some problems in students ‘writing skillsespecially first year
students. A teacher of Englishmay encounter many problems in
teaching writing to first year students. These problems are restrict-
ed to Problems which are related to the content where the teacher
employs various techniques and teachers do not know how to use
the appropriate content for teaching writing skills.
1.2 Objectives of the Study
This study is set out to achieve so as to:
1. Investigate the importance of short stories in improving first

year students’ writing skills.
2. Highlight the problematic areas in first year students’ writ-
ing skills.

3. Develop first year students’ writing skills.

f\\___/
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1.3 Research Questions

This study attempts to find answers for the following questions:

1. To what extent short stories develop first year stu-
dents’ Writing skills.

2. How can short stories enrich first year students’ abil-
ities to paraphrase in terms of understanding the gist,
be able to discuss and write about what they read
about?

3. How can EFL students be able to present ideas based
on what they read in carefully structured in written
forms?

1.4Hypotheses of the Study

This study is planned to test the following hypotheses:

1. Short stories are effective techniques in promoting
EFL learners writing skills.

2. Short stories enable EFL learners to reflect their un-
derstanding of text cohesion, coherence, mechanics
and style based on their reading of short stories

3. Short stories develop EFL learners’ awareness about
the rhetoric of discourse.

1.5Significance of the Study

This study will be of great significance to teachers in
terms of understanding writing skill problems of the first year
students. Moreover, the study will help teachers promote their
teaching in terms of writing skills. In addition, the study will
help first year students in terms of understanding texts, contex-

tual meaning and cultural background meanings.

\_//——\
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1.6Methodology

The researcher used descriptive analytical methods, a
questionnaire and test are used as tools in the collection of data
relevant to this study.
1.7Limitations of the Study
The study is limited to Gezira University, Faculty of Education,
Al Hasahiesa first year students of English language (2017-2018).

LITERATURE REVIEW :
2.0 Background
This chapter focuses on the theoretical relevant literature

to the subject area of this research which is aboutinvestigating the
Role of Short Stories in Enhancing EFL First Year Students’ Writ-
ing Skills
2.1 Short Story

Short story is the work of literature usually written in narra-
tive prose. It is based on a series of events that make up the story.
In other words it is very short form of prose fiction. It usually
narrates a limited number of events with concentration on a single
aim with one plot. It often involves a small number of characters.
It has a beginning, middle and end. Each story has its own single
simple plot.The short story has a setting, central.

character, action and takes single place during a short of
time, such as an hour, few hours, and a day. For example, Ernest
Hemingway’s “Hills like White Elephants” is a short story based
on a conversation that takes place on a single day.

f\\___/
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2.2Using of Short Stories

Using short stories in the EFL classroom exposes learners
to distinctive opportunities for educational, intellectual, cultural
and linguistic development. Short story is considered as one of the
literary genres that can be used in the EFL classroom to enhance
language skill, motivate students, and increase their cultural aware-
ness and tolerance. concludes that short stories can be utilized as
engines, and a powerful and motivating source for assisting
learners consolidate and practice language (grammar, diction).
Similarly, (1) emphasize, “as stories are motivating and fun, they
can help students develop positive attitudes towards the foreign
language and enrich their learning experiences”.(2) believes that
exposing learners to literature provides them with memorable syn-
tactical or lexical items. Moreover, it also encourages learners
to make predictions, inferences and draw conclusions about ac-

tions, behaviors of character and ends of literary works.(3)states:
“Reading short stories motivates the students not only to de-
velop their reading skill, but also their imaginative thinking
skill.” He added that reading skill enables learners “to write
the language in a more imaginative way and to discuss ev-
eryone s perspectives.” According to him, “reading of short
Stories not only mirrors and illuminates human lives but

also improves the learners’ communicative competences”.
2.3 The following subsections demonstrate the value of using
and selecting short stories:
1. Authenticity: One of the main advantages for using short

stories is that they offer authentic material which appeals to the

\_//——\
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taste, interests, and liking of learners in the reading and dis-
cussion process (4).. One of the fundamental characteristics of
the communicative approach is that learners should be exposed
to authentic materials and extensive reading activities. Thus, “a
literary text is authentic text, real language in context, to which
we can respond directly”’(5). They add that “Literary texts provide
examples of language resources being used to the full, and the
reader 1s placed in active interactional role working with and
making sense of this language.” In this regard, learners respond
to texts intended for native writers and they are exposed to actu-
al language samples of real life experience, so they become
familiar with many different linguistic approaches, communica-
tive functions and meanings distorted. As (5) explain:

“Students have also to cope with language intended for na-

tive writers and thus they gain additional familiarity with

many different linguisiic uses, forms and conventions of

the written mode: with irony, exposition, argument, nar-

ration, and so on’.
(6) asserts that “literature provides us with a convenient
source of content for a course in a foreign language”. Ac-
cording to him, it could provide motivational and communicative
material. (7) explains, “learners are exposed to real, authentic us-
age of language in literary texts; these texts show them a variety of
styles, registers and language learning materials at several stages
of difficulty.” (8) explains, “ learners’ exposure to great amount
of authentic materials “increases their sensitivity to and com-

petence in the target language”. He added that popular materials

f\\___/
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such as short stories “have been found most appealing because
of their realistic, ready-to-use language and relevance to learn-
ers’ mindsets and experiences”. Learners’ exposure to authentic

material will prompt the process of natural language acquisition
(8).

2. LanguageEnhancement: Literary texts contribute to language
skills enhancement as they are ideal tools for intensive and exten-
sive reading approaches. (5) Mention certain benefits that learners

can gain when tackling literary texts. For example:
“ learners are exposed to “a rich context in which in-
dividual lexical or syntactical items are made more
memorable. Moreover, learners can develop their “ability
to make inferences from linguistic clues, and deduce
meaning from context . Learners’ exposure to short stories
will help them gain new vocabulary and encourage them to

guess their meaning”.

(9) suggests that “literature will increase all language skills be-
cause literature will extend linguistic knowledge by giving evi-
dence of extensive and subtle vocabulary usage, and complex

and exact syntax.” (10)suggest:
“The activities that teacher develop should help learners to
acquire language unconsciously. Consequently, they state
that “stories are the most valuable resource” for help-
ing learners in acquiring a language as they offer them
“a world of supported meaning that they can relate to”
and can be used to help learners “practice listening, writing,

reading, and writing”.

\_/,——\
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3. Cultural Enrichment: Short stories enhance and enlighten
learners’ knowledge of the native culture of the learned stories.
In order to get better understanding of this aspect, the literary text
will not be a translation of a literary work into English. This genre
provides the opportunity for learners to explore the various cultur-
al aspects and to see the similarities as well as the differences be-
tween their culture and the cultures exposed through their reading.
(11) Believes that short stories are very important as they enhance
certain values and beliefs.

4. Personal Growth and Reflection: Short stories play a vital
role in the development and the growth of the personal experi-
ence of learners and their reflection on life through literature
and through reading, analyzing, and appreciating. (12)Stated that
literary genres encourage intellectual development and personal
growth simultaneously. (11) Mentioned in her article, “encourag-
ing individual growth necessitates that “the teacher has to select
texts to which students can respond and to which they can use their
ideas and imagination creatively.”

2.4 The Use of Literature In Teaching Second/Foreign Lan-
guages

The use of literature to teach second/foreign languages can be traced
back to over one century ago. In the nineteenth century, second/
foreign languages were taught with the help of the Grammar
Translation Method. Students would translate literary texts from
the second/foreign language to their native language(13) affirms

that with students at the beginning and intermediate levels,

e
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instructors can use literary texts for “language practice, reading
comprehension, and possible aesthetic appreciation

Moreover, students can gain insight into literature by gaining en-
trance to a world familiar or unfamiliar to them due to the cultural
aspects of stories, and taking a voyage from the literary text to
their own minds to find meanings for ideas, leading to critical

thinking
2.5 Reinforcing the Skills

Short stories allow instructors to teach the four skills
to all levels of language proficiency. (14)indicates that “short
stories can, if selected and exploited appropriately, provide
quality text content which will greatly enhance ELT courses
for learners at intermediate levels of proficiency”. He explains
why stories should be used to reinforce ELT by discussing activi-
ties instructors can create such as writing and acting out dialogues.
Also, (15) affirms, “ literature helps students to write more
creatively”.

Instructors can create a variety of writing activities to help
students to develop their writing skills. They can ask students to
write dialogues (16) or more complex writing activities if students
have reached a high level of language proficiency. For example,
if instructors bring to class “The Wisdom of Solomon,” they can
assign the following writing activities:

a. Write a dialogue between King Solomon and the guard

holding the sword after the mother and the son, and the other

\_//——\
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woman left the palace.

b. Paraphrase the first four sentences of the paragraph, “And in
this way they argued . . . whose child it was” (fourth paragraph
from the bottom).

c. Summarize the story in three sentences, including the main

character, setting, conflict, climax, and resolution.

Write one sentence on the theme of the story.

Write a paragraph on what causes people to lie.

Write a classification essay on different kinds of lies.

@ oo o

Activities (a) and ( b)are suitable for beginning levels; activ-
ities c, d, for intermediate levels; and activity f, for advanced
levels.
2.6 Introducing Literary Elements to Boost Writing Skills
Instructors can introduce literary elements with short stories.
With beginning and low intermediate levels, instructors can teach
simple elements, such as character, setting and plot. The same and
more complex elements, such as conflict, climax, resolution,
etc., can be introduced with more advanced levels. (17) Ex-
plains, “ how literature can be introduced by describing the order of
activities: pre-reading activities, writing activities, factual in-class
work, and analysis and extending activities. In the pre-reading and
writing activities, students have the opportunity to learn about the
background of the story and vocabulary”. Instructors can start by
answering and students questions before they are introduced to
2.7 Teaching Higher-Order Thinking
Of all the benefits of short stories, higher-order thinking
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is the most exciting one. High intermediate/advanced students
can analyze what they read; therefore, they start thinking
critically when they read stories. The use of children’s stories
to introduce critical thinking to college students. (18) Agrees
with the use of short stories to teach critical thinking. He points out
that instructors have the responsibility to help students to develop
cognitive skills because everyone needs to “make judgments, be
decisive, come to conclusions, synthesize information, organize,
evaluate, predict, and apply knowledge.” By reading and writing,
students develop their critical thinking skills.

METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction

This part is intended to procedures adopted to conduct the
study: sampling, tools of collection and tools of data analysis dis-
cussed in the following sections. .
3.1Methods and Tools of the Study

The researcher used the descriptive analytical, methods as
well as the questionnaire and pre and posttests as tools.
3.2Population and Sample of the Study

The population of this study are (53) First year Students of
English language from Gezira University Faculty of Education Al
Hasahiesa Department of English Language who answered the
tests and (40) Sudanese teachers of English from various universi-
ties who responded to questionnaire.
3.4Tests Procedures
First year students (53) of English language at Gezira University
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Faculty of EducationAl Hasahiesa-Department of English Lan-
guage were asked to write a guided composition during the class,
the first year students were given one hour to finish the task, then
they were given A course on a selected short stories for 10 weeks.
The topic was a journey to apart near the convergence of the River
Nile after that the papers were collected, numbered and marked by
the researcher and three different teachers. The results were ana-
lyzed statistically and discussed.
3.5 Reliability and Validity of the Teachers’ Questionnaire.
Reliability refers to whether the questionnaire can produce
the same or very similar results if it is conducted again under the
same or very similar conditions.The researcher used Pearson’s

correlation and the results obtained as follows:
_ N(EXY)—(EXY)
JINEX?) -2 [NEY?) - (2Y)?

%

Where

r = correlation

R: Reliability of the test

N: number of all items in the test
X: odd scores

Y: even scores

> Sum

R = 2*r/1+r

f\
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Val = reliability

Correlation = 0.65

p_2Xr_ 2065 130

= = Reliability =.0.78
I+ 1+0.65 1.6

DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSIONS

4.0 Introduction

This part is devoted to the analysis, evaluation, and interpretation
of the data collected through the questionnaire and test

4.2. Analysis of Teachers’ Questionnaire

Now, let us turn to analyze the teachers’ questionnaire. All Tables
show the scores assigned to each of the 16 statements by the 40
respondents.

Statement (1): Short stories help first students to develop their

language
Table (4.1)
Frequency Percentage
Agree 38 95%
Natural 2 5%
Disagree 0 0
Total 40 10%

Table (4.1) shows the respondents who agree 95% and 5% are
to Neutral and who disagree are (0%). According to the result

(97.5%) of the respondent agree with the claim.

\_//——\
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Statement (2): Short stories enable EFL learners to reflect their
understanding of text cohesion, coherence, mechanics and style
of writing or serve the purpose of developing writing skill.
Table (4.2)

Frequency Percentage
Agree 30 75
Neutral 7 17.5
Disagree 3 7.5
Total 40 10%

Table (4.2) provestherespondents who agree are 75%, 17.5%
Numeral and who disagree are 7.5%. According to the result the
(75%) of the respondents agree that short stories serve the purpose
of developing writing skills and language.

Statement (3) Short stories raise EFL learner’s awareness of

discourse rhetoric

Table (4.3)
Frequency Percentage
Agree 32 80
Neutral 7 17.5
Disagree 1 2.5
Total 40 10%

Table (4.3) reveals the respondents who agree 80%, 17.5% neutral
and who are disagree are 2.5%. According to the result (92%) of
the respondents agree with the statement.

e
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Statement (4) Short stories raise first year students’ language

writing skills.

Table (4.4)
Frequency Percentage
Agree 35 87.5
Neutral 2 5
Disagree 3 7.5
Total 40 10%

Table (4.4) displaysthe respondents who agree are 87.5 %,

neutral are515% and who disagree are7.5 %. According to the re-

sults (87.5%) of the respondent agree.

Statement (5) Short stories enrich first year student’s abilities
to paraphrase in terms of understanding the gist, be able to
discuss and write about what they read?

Table (4.5)
Frequency Percentage
Agree 36 90
Neutral 0
Disagree 4 10
Total 40 10%

Table (4.5) shows the respondents who agree are 90%, 10%
disagree . According to the result (90 %) of the respondent agree
that Short stories enrich first year student’s abilities to paraphrase

in terms of understanding the gist, be able to discuss and write
about what they read.

~—— /_\
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Statement (6) Teachers are aware of using as effective tools in

teaching English language.
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Table (4.6)
Frequency Percentage
Agree 33 82.5%
Natural 7.5%
Disagree 4 10
Total 40 10%

Table (4.6) reveals that the respondents who agree are 82.5%,
7.5 %neutral and 10% are disagree,according to the result (82.5%)

of the respondents support the claim.

Statement(7) Short story helps first year students to enrich

their vocabulary

Table (4.7)
Frequency Percentage
Agree 38 95
Natural 5
Disagree 0 0
Total 40 100%

Table (4.7) proves therespondents who agree are 95%, 5%
neutral and disagree. According to the results (95%) of the re-

spondents agree with the statement.

o
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Statement (8) Short stories help first students to understand

the intended meaning of words.

Table (4.8)
Frequency Percentage
Agree 31 77.5
Neutral 9 22.5
Disagree 0 0
Total 40 100%

Table (4.8) displays therespondents who agree 77.5%, 22.5%,
neutral. According to the result (77.5%) of the respondents sup-

ported the claim.
Statement (9): Short stories are effective techniques in promot-

ing EFL learners writing skills.

Table (4.9)
Frequency Percentage
Agree 22 55%
Natural 11 27.5%
Disagree 7 17.5%
Total 40 100%

Table (4.9) reveals the respondents who agree are55.5%,
27.5%natural and 17.5 % disagree,according to the result (55%)

of the respondents support the claim.
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2022 )lo- 21443 —2-(Z9950) gilwd] sus] -4y gl dendidly &gy W) Ol yuld pal d=s 200




Aisha Fadl Almola Mohmmaed Al Emam

(Table 4:10) Descriptive statistics of the pretest and posttest
Paired Samples Statistics

Mean N Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean
Pair 1 Pre | 51.6667 53 19.44822 4.24395
Post 63.9048 53 17.02030 3.71413

Table (4:10) shows mean and standard deviation of the difference of the scores the
students got in two tests of study.

Paired Samples Correlations
N Correlation  [.Sig

Pair 1 Pre & Post 53 891. 000.
Table (4.11) Paired sample result
Paired Samples Test

Paired Differences

Confidence 95% Sig.
. T df .
s Std. De- | Std. Error | |nterval of the Differ- ((2-tailed
viation Mean ence
Lower Upper

Pair 1 Pre —

-1.22381E1| 8.82556 | 1.92589 |-16.25544-| -8.22075- |-6.354-| 52 000.
Post

The rise of the study group in terms of pre-test and post-test results was found sig-
nificant compared in the pre and pre / posttest (P=0.010). With this result, it can be
short stories had a significant positive effect on the enhancing first years students
Writing skills. in scores.

Table (4:12) Total Results of the two Parts of the Test

Section Pre test Posttest

Result Pass | % Fail |% Pass | % Fail |%
Students 12 22.4% |41 77.6% |27 50.2% | 26 49.8%
Total 53 100% 53 100% 53 100% |0 100%

The table (4.12) shows that the result of the two parts of the test
pre and posttest, in the pretest(41) students are fail on the other
hand on the posttest just (26) students are fail this means that the

e
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students on the posttest are success that the pretest. In the pretest
(20) students gets ( zero) mark no one gets (zero)in the post test.
More than ( 15) students get more that 55 marks in the post test.
This result meansshort stories enhanceand improve first year stu-
dents’ Writing skills

4.3 Testing Hypotheses

The topic tries to ensure and test the hypotheses that may

Answer previous question.

First Hypnosis: Short stories are effective techniques in promoting
EFL learners writing skills. According to the statistical analysis of
tables (4.5: 90%), , (4-4:78.5%), ,and (4.6: 82%) the majority of
respondents agree with the statement. Therefore, the hypothesis
is accepted.

Second Hypnosis Short stories enable EFL learners to re-
flect their understanding of text cohesion, coherence, mechanics
and style based on their reading of short stories. According to the
statistical analysis of tables (4.2:70%),(4-1: %)and (4-8: 77.5%).
The majority of respondents agree that, Short stories enable EFL
learners to reflect their understanding of text cohesion, coherence,
mechanics and style based on their reading of short stories. There-
fore, the hypothesis is accepted.

Third Hypneosis: Short stories develop EFL learners’ awareness
about the rhetoric of discourse. According to the statistical anal-
ysis of tables(4-3:80%), (4-7: 95%), the majority of respondents
agree that, Short stories develop EFL learners’ awareness about

the rhetoric of discourse. Thus the hypothesis is accepted.

\_//——\
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CONCLUSION, FINDINGS AND

RECOMMENDATIONS
5.0 Introduction

This partis devoted to summarize the study by shortly pre-
senting it’s the conclusion, the findings and the recommendations
5.3Conclusion

This study aimed to investigate Role of short stories in En-
hancing First Years Students Writing Skills, so Writing skills have
taken place in language education. Many agree that all skills de-
serve the same importance, whereas others believe that writing
should take first place, given its significance in all social, profes-
sional, and academic domains. The respondents in this study are
teachers and students. The study explains the finding and sets up
many recommendations as the following.

5.4Findings:

1. Short stories enhance student to write coherent and co-
hesive text through their reflection on life through liter-
ature reading, analysis and appreciatory.

2. Short stories promote students writing mechanism.

. Short stories improve students writing style.

4. Short stories are literary genres that can be used in EFL
classrooms to enhance language skills, motivate stu-
dents, and increase their cultural Awareness.

5. Practical Application for language can be utilized
through short stories

6. Short stories enhance students writing skills to con-
struct cohesive sentence (discourse).

7. Short stories help students to formulate their ideas to
build meanings through writing.

f\\___/
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5.5Recommendations
The study recommends the following:

1. EFL teachers have to pay more attention for teaching writing
skill due to its crucial role in the process of teaching EFL.

2. Sudanese EFL syllabi need to be revised adapting order to
achieve the balance in using the four basic skills.

3. Literature must be used in EFL lecture rooms in a proper way
and employed so as to achieve the intended results.

4. Many teachers need to understand the importance of literary
text as a tool to reinforce writing skill not only for the enter-

tainment.
5. Teachershould use short stories continuously to stimulate stu-
dents and motivate them to write more.

6. EFL teachers in Sudanese university have to exploit literature

in reinforcing Writing skills to reach better results.
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Abstract

This is article was originally written as a letter to the Prime
Minster Dr. Abdallha Hamdok as an emergency road map for the
educational Reform in the country. The research stems from the
fact that our educational system needs critical revision and modifi-
cation of objectives and plans. We need to make a radical change if
we want to integrate with the fast development in a fast changing
economy that mainly depends on knowledge and technology. So a
radical need for a change of educational objectives and adoption
of new strategies are badly needed to make the change in the edu-
cational system by including new ideas with special focus on qual-
ity control and quality management of the learning outcome. This
research has gone though some global experiences in educational
reform as well as exploring some other experiences from Africa
countries who we share the same environments and the same con-
cern. The researcher has made some suggestions of practical use
though which we can make educational reform where the results

are attainable and measurable with particular focus on general ed-
ucation at the basic levels.
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0.1 Introduction

The entire educational process revolves around the acquisi-
tion of knowledge and skills to modify attitudes and behavior on
the individual and at collective level. The transfer of knowledge is
the basic mission of the Ministry of Education, and the Minister of
Education is directly responsible, to develop the mental capabil-
ities of the members of the society to qualify them to solve their
practical problems - then education is to solve problems as the
ultimate goal of all educational efforts - by providing the appropri-
ate knowledge and skills. This role of the Ministry of Education
—the researcher is sorry to say - was absent or intentionally made
absent. The researcher can also claim that our educational system
1s a failure, due to lack of vision at the personal and national level
as well.

By this article the researcher would like to share these thoughts

as a contingency plan. Qualified and honest people are needed to

\_//——\
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do the job by using the right tools full with passion, willingness
and wide imagination. Imagination — here - is the ability to see be-
yond the wall. Such people can bring about fundamental changes
in our lives and lead us to a brilliant future for the nation - which
it deserves.
2.0 Educational Reform: Global Perspectives

Education is the concern of individual as well as it is the con-
cern of all governments in the world. But the government has the
major role to play as the main provider of education to its citizens.
It is the one who makes plans and design objectives and agendas
of national education. So governments have regular strategic plans
which can be modified from time to time to suit the needs of the
people and achieve social and economic developments. In the light
of this perspectives we can trace some successful global experi-
ences in the field of educational Reform. We focus on America,
Finland and Australia at global level and also trace some expe-
riences rom the African Region, from Ghana and Rwanda which
have similar environment and share common features with us.
2.1 America

The Unites States of America as the leading and the most
powerful economy on earth is a good example of how Education
System is successful to provide the community with highly quali-
fied man-power in different areas of science, technology and indus-
try. Such an experience will need volumes to trace. The policy ad-

opted by President Obama when he took office in 2009 has made
some great change.

o
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“...about the low levels of educational
attainment in schools and the impact that might
have on the US's place in the global economy.
As part of the federal economic stimulus pack-
age (responding to the financial crisis of 2007-
08), he sought to address many challenges,
including the inequality of achievement between

schools in wealthier and lower-income areas.’

This policy which was called (Race to the Top (RTT): re-
forming education in key American states)has public impact as the
evaluation of the results concluded that “by 2014, winning states
had adopted, on average, 88 percent of the policies, compared to
68 percent among losing states, and 56 percent among states that
never applied. It summarized the public impact as a qualified suc-
cess: “no single test provides incontrovertible evidence about its
causal effects. The overall findings, however, indicate that Race to
the Top had a meaningful impact on the production of education
policy across the United States™.

The elements of this education reform was due to, “States
pledged to accelerate student performance, while adopting more
rigorous academic standards, and to rate teachers and principals
in part on Students’ performance. To be competitive, states also

had to do away with limits or bans on charter schools, open al-

ternative routes to certification for teachers, and improve teacher
preparation programmes.”’
The evaluation also stated that after the conclusion of RTT,

“all states experienced a marked surge in the

\_//——\
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adoption of education policies. And legislators
from all states reported that Race to the Top af-
fected policy deliberations within their states.
While it is possible that Race to the Top appeared
on the scene at a time when states were already
poised to enact widespread policy reforms.”
Seehttps://www.centreforpublicimpact.org/case-study/
race-to-the-top-education-competitive-grant-in-the-
us#the-initiative
2.2 Finland
What can the world learn from educational change in Finland? The
answer to this question was. ..
“that Finnish education policy has been built
upon periodic change and systemic leadership
led by commonly accepted values and shared so-
cial vision that resonate closely with contempo-
rary ideas of sustainable educational change.
The secret of the Finish education was due to
“the broader policies — and especially how dif-
ferent public sector policies are interconnected
with the education system. It is also essential
to emphasize that, although Finland has been
called ‘a model pupil’ in “listening to the poli-
cy advice from the international organizations,
especially the OECD and the European Union,

the Finnish education system has remained quite

f\\__/

211 £2022ylo- 21443 - (79950) @bl dusl] - & gsellly dundilly &9 W Olawlyll) a3l Ao




A Strategy for Educational Reform in Sudan in line with the Slogans of December 2018 Revolution

uninfected to viruses of what is often called the

global education reform movement or GERM.”
Since the 1980s, at least five globally common features of educa-
tion policies and reform principles have been employed to try to
improve the quality of education and fix the apparent problems in
public education systems. These elements are:-
o First is standardization of education.
o A second common feature of GERM is focus on core
subjects in school, in other words, on literacy and numeracy,
and in same case science.
o The third characteristic that is easily identifiable in
global education reforms is the search for low-risk ways to
reach learning goals.
o The fourth globally observable trend in educational re-
form is use of corporate management models as a main driver
of improvement.
o The fifth global trend is adoption of test-based account-
ability policies for schools.
By contrast, typical features of teaching and learning in Finland
are

“the high confidence in teachers and principals

as high professionals;, encouraging teachers

and Students to try new ideas and approaches,

in other words, to put curiosity, imagination and

creativity at the heart of learning. The best way

avoid infections of GERM is to prepare teachers

\_//——\
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and leaders well. In Finland all teachers must

have master s degree in education or in the field

of their subject.
2.3 Australia
The National School Reform Agreement (National Agreement) is
a joint agreement between the Commonwealth, states, and territo-
ries that aims to lift student outcomes across Australian schools. It
outlines a set of strategic reforms in areas where national collab-
oration will have the greatest impact on driving improved student
outcomes. The National Agreement features three reform direc-
tions across five years, 2019-2023 and focus on:
- supporting students, student learning and achievement;
. teaching, school leadership and school improvement; and
- enhancing the national evidence base.
These reforms are based on what works and have been informed
by several key reviews. The reform directions are being progressed
through eight National Policy Initiatives (NPIs), together with a
suite of state/territory-specific activities outlined in bilateral agree-
ments with each jurisdiction.
(1): Enhance the Australian Curriculum to support teacher assess-
ment of student attainment and growth against clear descriptors.
(i1): Assist teachers to monitor individual student progress and
identify student learning needs through opt-in online and on de-
mand student learning assessment tools with links to student learn-
ing resources, prioritizing early years foundation skills.

(i11): Review senior secondary pathways into work, further ed-

f\\___/
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ucation and training. The goals reflect the changing nature of
education, the economy and work. They set out the knowledge
and skills required for the 21st century, the importance of learn-
ing throughout life from early childhood onwards, and the need
for effective transitions between all stages of learning.sechttps://

www.dese.gov.au/quality-schools-package/national-school-re-

form-agreement
2.4 Ghana

Summary of the new educational reforms in Ghana

1. Kindergarten, primary school, JHS and SHS shall all be de-
scribed as basic school. JHS 1, 2, 3 and SHS 1 shall now be
referred to as BS 7,8,9 and 10 respectively i. e. SHS 1 shall
now be called BS 10.

2. All students in JHS 1 — SHS 1 shall run a Common Core Pro-

gramme called CCP which comprises of 9 subjects; namely —

Mathematics, Languages, Science, RME (stand-alone subject),
Physical and Health Education (not examinable) , Career Tech-
nology, Social Studies, Computing and Creative Art and De-
sign. 3. A new of examination called National Standard Assess-
ment Test (NSAT) shall be conducted at Primary 2, 4, 6 and JHS
2. 4. Basic Education Certificate Examination (BECE) shall be
replaced by placement exams at JHS 3 to enroll students into
SHS1 5. Students in SHS1 shall continue to run the Common
Core Programme for one year thus students into SHS1 shall not
select science, business or arts programmes. 6. At the end of

SHS1, Students shall write a Common Core Examination into

~—— /-\
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SHS2. 7. At SHS 2, students will now have to select either a
career related programme which include, vocational and tech-
nical programmes or a high school Diploma programmes such
as science, business, and arts. 8. This means Elective subjects
shall start in SHS 2. 9. WASCCE will be replaced by a uni-
versity entrance exams at SHS3. 10. Students after successful
completion of SHS 3 will be rewarded a Diploma Certificate
instead of WASSCE certificate.
The researcher thinks that there are two important features with
education policy in this country.
1. The examination system has been improved as new examination
system is adopted. So the West African Senior School certificate
Examination (WASSCE) is going to be replaced by a university
entrance examination as can be seen in item NO.10 which reads
“Students after successful completion of the Senior Secondary
School level 3 (SHS3) will be rewarded a diploma certificate in-
stead of WASSCE Certificate”. This means that the students will
be awarded a local degree from their own schools to certify the
requirements of finishing the secondary school education. But the
most important point is that university admission will be based on
an Entrance Examination to be tailored by Universities in Ghana.
This new evaluation system will allow universities to recruit the
best students in their colleges and departments.
2. Computer Enhancement. This is one of the most important con-
cerns of the Ghanaian Government to integrate Information Tech-

nology in education at all levels. The government has an ambitious

o
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plan to transfer all school into smart environment well equipped
with fast internet connection to facilitate teaching and learning.
According Kofi (2007), talking about ICT policies in Ghana,

“the government of Ghana has placed a strong

emphasis on the role of ICT in contributing to the

country’s economy, the country’s medium term

development plan captured in the Ghana pover-

ty reeducation strategy paper and the education

strategic plan 2003-215 all suggest the use of

ICT as a means of teaching out to the poor.”
So the education system will be more of research, community en-
gagement, and projects with fewer contents. Computer Literacy is
one of the major focus of this programme as all educational stake-
holders must be in good position to provide adequate I.T. facili-
ties for students. Science at the basic level comprises physical and
applied science which involves more of demonstrative features.
Kofi, also claims that,

“The Ghanaian tertiary education sector is the

most advanced in the deployment and use of ICTs

in the country. All the country s major universi-

ties have their own separate ICT policy, which

includes an ICT levy for students. This enables

Students to have access to 24-hour computer labs

b

with broadband connection.’

See https://coverghana.com.gh/summary-of-the-new-education-
al-reforms in-ghana/
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2.5 Rwanda
The researcher is interested in the Rwandan experience in

education. The country has run through long civil wars. The sit-
uation is similar to our satiation in the Sudan but the difference
is clear that the Rwandans were able, to keep their country unit-
ed in spite of the severe genocide experience. The following lines
can tell us how the RG has exerted efforts to improve economy
and social life through educational reform that took place through
planned objectives and clear ultimate.

The NST-1 2017-2024 (Republic of Rwanda,

2017), is the main implementation strategy for

the remainder of Vision 2020 and the first seven

vears of Vision 2050. It combines the previous

7YGP and the EDPRS into one coherent strat-

egy. It will also serve as a strategy for making

progress towards achieving the SDGs, the Africa

Union Agenda 2063, and the EAC Vision 2050.
NST-1 has three main pillars: 1. Economic transformation. 2. So-
cial transformation. 3. Transformational governance. The second
pillar includes an overarching goal to ‘develop Rwandans into a
capable and skilled people with quality standards of living and a
stable and secure society’, and one of its six priority strategies is
to ‘enhance the demographic dividend through improved access to
quality education’ (Republic of Rwanda, 2017).
Building on what has already been achieved,

the overall thrust of Rwanda’s development tra-
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jectory is the aspiration to become an upper mid-
dle-income country by 2035 and a high-income
country by 2050, and an intention to provide
high quality livelihoods and living standards to
Rwandan citizens by 2050.These core objectives
are further underpinned by eight specific policy
objectives.
2.5.1 Education policy objectives in Rwanda
The main objective can be summarized in:
* ensuring that education is available and accessible to all Rwan-
dese people.
* improving the quality and relevance of education.
* promoting the teaching of science and technology, with a special
focus on ICT and usage of digital content in all subjects.
Are objectives are objectives about culture, languages and envi-
ronments are also included in the educational plan such. So the
education plan can help:
* To promote the four languages of Kinyarwanda, English, French
and Swahili in the country, with English as the language of in-
struction for teaching and learning at all levels except preprimary
and lower primary, where Kinyarwanda is used. * To promote an
integral, comprehensive education oriented towards the respect of
human rights and adapted to the present situation of the country.
* To inculcate in children a sense of, and to sensitize them to, the

importance of the environment, hygiene and health and protection

against HIV/AIDS.
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* To improve the capacity for planning, management and adminis-
tration of education.
* To promote research as a mobilizing factor for national develop-
ment and to harmonies the research agenda.
A significant progress has been made by the Government of Rwan-
da towards Rwanda’s education policy objectives, by collabora-
tion with international commitments to Education for All (EFA)
and the MDGs.
2.5.2 Digitalization in Rwanda
The Rwanda government is very much concerned with modern
technology and digital content which is the main focus of their
education interest. Their plan is :
- To promote science and technology with special attention to
ICT and digital competencies
- To promote the teaching of science and technology, with
a special focus on ICT and usage of digital content in
all subjects.
A policy adopted in 2016, focuses on develop-
ing digital content aligned to the curriculum;
increased ICT penetration and usage in educa-
tion through smart classrooms, the development
of education leadership and training courses
for teachers in and through ICT; and enhanced
teaching, learning and research through ICT.

f\\__/
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2.5.3 The vision: To ensure Rwandan citizens have sufficient and

appropriate competencies (skills, knowledge and attitudes) to drive

the continued social and economic transformation of the country.

This vision is elaborated through nine strategic priorities:

1. Enhanced quality learning outcomes that are relevant to Rwan-
da s social and economic development.

2. Strengthened CPD and management of teachers across all lev-
els of education in Rwanda.

3. Strengthened STEM across all levels of education in Rwanda to
increase the relevance of education for urban and rural mar-
kets.

4. Enhanced use of ICT to transform teaching and learning, and
to support the improvement of quality across all levels of edu-
cation in Rwanda.

5. Increased access to education programmes, especially at
pre-primary, secondary, TVET and higher education levels, in
Rwanda.

6. Strengthened modern school infrastructure and facilities across
all levels of education in Rwanda.

7. Equitable opportunities for all Rwandan children and young
people at all levels of education.

8. More innovative and responsive research and development in
relation to community challenges.

9. Strengthened governance and accountability across all levels
of education in Rwanda.

See  https://www.globalpartnership.org/sites/default/files/docu-

\_//——\
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ment/file/2020-22-Rwanda-ESP.pdf
3.0 Road Map for Educational Reform in Sudan

Sudan is lacking behind in economic and educational aspects.

Poverty is one major problem as the majority of the population is
living under the poverty line. According to UNICEF, “some 36
percent of the population living in poverty, with 25 percent in ex-
treme poverty. Sudan ranked 167" out of 189 countries and terri-
tories in the 2017 according to Human Development Program. see

http:// www.unicef.org.sudan.

Such a gap presupposes great efforts from the individual Su-
danese person as well as from the government. The researcher be-
lieves that the only way out for our country to catch up is through
education; where the teaching force can make the difference by
designing teaching and learning programmes based on the latest
scientific and technological development, to qualify Sudanese to
compete in such a fast growing world economy. So education and
only education is the right tool through which we can make the
economic and social change at local and national levels. The in-
dividual effort will integrate with the official governmental efforts
to lead the country to the safe land. This research is a part of these
efforts, as an academic advice, which we provide to strategic plan-
ners, policy and decision makers- with some practical ideas - to
make the socio-economic and edu-culural change in our commu-
nities.

3.1 Vision: We need to see things as they are and then will deter-

mine how much change we look to make in the future.
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3.2 Mission: It is the achievement of goals by arranging and lead-
ing change with well-defined roadmap. By goals, we mean the po-

sition which we hope to be in, in the near future.

3.3. Objectives: The objectives of our education at all levels have
not been well described in scientific manner. Control and Quality
Management are absent concepts from our education and in many
other aspects of our life. We need a clear, attainable, measurable
objectives. We need clear educational national agendas that have
immediate and direct impact on the life of our citizens. Therefore,
the ultimate goal of our education should be training citizens with
abilities of thinking and ability to doing, full with of thoughts and

ready to carry out actions skillfully and effectively. We need man-
power with critical minds and efficiency to achieve tasks. Being a
Muslim, Christian, Jew or pagan is not one goal of modern educa-
tion, but in ¢his and that context, we have to become good citizens,
keen to carry out duties and fully realizing our rights, as well as
abiding to the limits of freedom, without prejudice to the others.
To achieve these agendas, the researcher would like to propose a
(transitional) road map to include the following objectives:-

4.0. Curriculum and Syllabus Design:

The curriculum is the outlines of the general philosophy be-
hind education in one particular country while syllabi are con-
cerned with details of the teaching and learning materials in the
classroom, including different subjects and different disciplines
intended to secure the desired learning outcome. A syllabus is an
educational dose given at the right time, for the appropriate age,
to bring about the desired change in learners. This dose may be
fatal sometimes, if it exceeds its amount, and the same is the case

\——, A
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if it is less than that. Syllabus Designers are the engineers who
are qualified to (programming) the people through these carefully
prescribed doses. But most of the curricula taught in our schools
today revolve around the history of science — with outdated infor-
mation that does not keep pace with modern education. This was
due to the way curricula was designed and manufactured in our
country. For years, in Bakht al-Ruda and other institutions there
were (resident) committees that dealt with the textbook industry
in a (traditional) manner, while in other countries - the textbook is
chosen in two ways:

4.1 First method—is to authorize the educational organization to
purchase the textbook directly from the publisher, where hundreds
of books and titles are published by experts in the field. There-
fore, the school can choose - from among those options available
in the market - the appropriate textbook that secures the national
education agendas in the country in accordance with the vision,
mission, objectives and regulations of the Ministry of Education.
This option enables stakeholders to choose the best textbooks for
the education of their children. Unfortunately, this option is not
available in our country now due to lack and of specialized aca-
demic publishing houses. Authors in other places put their produc-
tions on the sidelines - dozens of titles - in various scientific and
literary fields. So the school authority can choose from these titles
what they want, according to the age of the learners and according
to their need for the specific education or training. This is what we

need to here that we should encourage writers to publish books,
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magazines and periodicals in order to create a reading nation.

4.2 Second method. Curricula are dealt with on the basis of (Bids
or Tenders), where the Ministry or the Directorate of Education
announces to specialists writers and authors in curriculum design-
ing and textbooks authoring as well as publishers; to compete in
authorship on a particular subject in accordance with the directives
of the Department of Education to achieve the educational goals at
the local level. Using this mechanism, we can receive hundreds of
well-authored syllabus projects and choose the best from among
them, and we can make proposals to combine homogeneous proj-
ects into one book with the approval of two or more authors, with
common visions. In this way we can meet the requirements and
needs of the learners, while a team is assigned to work and write
syllabus often yield fragmented work and largely heterogeneous,
as those in charge of work as a team think differently and take
different directions due to difference in the human nature and per-
sonal moods. So it is true that too many cooks can spoil the broth.
5.0 Abolishment of the primary and secondary certificate ex-
ams in Sudan: Examinations is a mechanism through which edu-
cational goals can be achieved and social and cultural changes can
be brought about in the country. They are tools of measurement as
well as means of control. Examinations in Sudan have been tools
as psychological or sociopolitical devices that had once been used
by the colonial authority, since the opening of Gordon Memorial
College, to serve their interests. So instead of measuring the educa-

tional progress of students, they were used as rods for punishment.
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As students in Khartoum University it seemed to the researcher
that we have inherited such practice from our colonizers who left
the country but their teaching practice are still surviving. Exams
are tools for measuring and controlling the quality of educational
outcomes. They are not to be used as instruments of oppression or
discrimination as these are some ways examinations are perceived
by some teachers. What can a good test tell us? many things:

5.1 Students’ performance in a particular unit or course: ex-
aminations can help us see the progress that has been made by
the learners. Thus, we can provide advice to the slow learner and
bridge the knowledge gap by modifying goals and means.

5.2 teachers’ performance: We can decide from the analysis of
results of good test how well teachers are performing. If their tests
are comprehensive with content validity, then we can judge that,
that teachers have made good teaching practices and excreted great
efforts in the classroom to achieve the goals.

5.3 Syllabus success. A good test can tell us how successful a
course, unit, or lesson is when we see learners applying their
knowledge in practical live situations.

5.4 School management: A good test can tell us about the success
of the school administration, supervisors in managing the entire
educational process, by addressing stakeholders with the correct
knowledge and skills that their sons and daughters have acquired
to meet their aspirations. This will satisfy parents to see tangible
educational knowledge and skills gained in school and practically

being applied in real live situations by the learners.
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5.5 Local and National Agendas: In short, a good test can tell
us how well our local, national, and regional education agendas
are being met by evaluating the success or failure of our system,
through the designing and managing tests and interpreting results
to the stakeholders.

Unfortunately, all the above-mentioned points are absent as objec-
tives to be interpreted by the Sudanese certificate exams in its cur-
rent form, which take place every year and cost billions of pounds.
Then students are provided with papers proving their success and
the completion of their school assignments. These papers are not
worth the price of the ink with which they were written. In fact, the
current Sudanese certificate exams are (completely false) because
they do not measure anything at all. As for the papers that we give
to students, they are fabricated documents made out after major
surgeries, long (make-up) operations, and blatant intervention they
used to call statistical treatments. These papers in my opinion are
(obviously false testimonies) that require punishment for everyone
who helped in their making, including ministers, deputy ministers,
teachers and even soldiers who are to secure and guard these doc-
uments.

Billions of pounds are spent every year to eventually get a fake
document that does not tell the truth about exams in the Sudan.
We can notice the increase in educational losses in the decreasing
number among graduates every year, due to inability to keep pace
to continue education at the university. In some departments, ad-

mission may be given (i.e.) to 100 male and female students, but
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most of them fall in the middle of the road then we only get a hand-
ful of graduates equivalent to 20% or less. The reason behind this
failure is the admission criteria which used these falsely inflated
certificates.

This can clearly be noticed to what happened during this year 2020
that some students failed to obtain seats in some colleges - even
though, they got very high grades that could qualify them admis-
sion to colleges in normal situations. The failure was a result of the
extravagance and exaggeration in these statistical treatments, and
perhaps was due technical methods in which the tests themselves
were prepared by examiners or the way it was marked. This may
need another investigation to see how reliable, valid and compre-
hensive the examinations are.

The researcher believes that the reform begins by ending these
practices and replacing the Sudanese certificate exams with regu-
lar school achievement tests, after which we can give the student
a certificate or (diploma in arts-science, accounting-home sci-
ence-farming-women studies — mechanical training etc...) to rec-
ognize achievements of high school requirements, as it is the case
in Saudi Arabia and some other African countries as Ghana where
the West African Senior School Certificate Examination (WAS-
SCE) is replaced by University Admission Test. The evaluation is
done in the school, from the same staff. Universities and higher
schools then seek other criteria and policies for admission, accord-
ing to the requirements of each university, as it is the case all over

the world, where each university can (tailor) admission require-
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ments to its colleges and departments according to its local policy
and local standards. This practice is followed —here- in Sudanese
military and police colleges, where these colleges have their own
criteria for recruiting newcomers. In this way, the university can
guarantees the quality of freshmen coming to study there and this
will reduce the probability of failure rates.

Then those millions upon millions of pounds could be spared to be
used in maintenance and improving of school environment as well
as improving teachers’ conditions. The only role of the Ministry of
Education then is to set general policies of curricula and frame of
the final examinations, with close monitoring by supervisors and
directors of education.

6.0 Liquidation of education colleges: the majority of students
admitted to colleges of education in Sudan are those with low
achievement in the Sudan School Certificate. Most of these stu-
dents come to these colleges unwillingly. Colleges of Education
are considered the last option for them. Students look to this as
(better than sitting at home).So they would finish their education
with little enthusiasm. Then they go to teach with little enthusi-
asm. This process is harmful to education and threatening to learn-
ers’ future

So now we have two options to make the desired reform:

6.1 Attracting outstanding students who excelled on the Suda-
nese Certificate Examinations and encouraging them with monthly
salaries, as was the case in the (Higher Teacher Training Institute)

in Omdurman some years ago. We can consider them as teachers
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under training, affiliated to the Ministry of Education as junior of-
ficial servant and as prospective teachers. Incentives can attract
many students with high grades and achievements in the Sudan
School Certificate. Many students would find it very interesting as
it would be one practical way to help their poor families.

6.2 Canceling all programs of these colleges at the bachelor’s
level and rehabilitate the teaching staft in these colleges to be re-
searchers to carry out research in educational fields. Then they
can teach to qualify students for diplomas or master’s degrees in
(educational sciences) for the willing graduates, who will come
from other disciplines, as they wish to become teachers. With this
mechanism, we can recruit teachers from sciences, arts depart-
ments who come willingly to be professional teachers. This policy
has succeeded in India and other places in the world, where teach-
ers are admitted to colleges of education after they have obtained a
Bachelor of Arts or Science. Then they are allowed to go to teach-
ing after they have been trained at the diploma/masters level with
attractive financial incentives.

7.0 Digitalization of Education: We must benefit from the out-

comes of the electronic revolution and be digital natives by looking
at the experiences of similar countries in Africa such as Rwanda
where by 2024 all the Rwandan schools will be smart environ-
ment with digital devices 100%, where students will be provided
with simple electronic devices. It is estimated that about 21% of
primary schools, 17.8% of secondary schools and 22.9% of TVET
institutions have smart classrooms (MINEDUC, 2016b). Smart
classrooms will be established and increased across all levels of
education during this ESSP. This will build on the provision of one

o
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laptop per child in the previous ESSP. (ibid) This policy will en-
able learners to read from tablets and carry out educational tasks,
as well as having direct contact with teachers and classmates, to

exchange ideas and entertainment. These devices can easily be
supplied with small solar power stations. It is also accessible to
learners in urban areas as well as in poor rural areas where free en-
ergy can be provided from a sustainable African sun. To enhance
guality improvement in teaching, digitalised content will be de-
veloped for pre-primary, primary and secondary education. (ibid,
p 29)

8.0 Regional educational administrations: Fortunately, Feder-
ation System of Government gives people a space of freedom to
manage their lives according to their environment. In this context,
ministries and educational directorates in localities can be encour-
aged to adapt their education to meet their practical needs, taking
into account that would be under the umbrella and regulations of
the Federal Ministry of Education and in line with the national ed-
ucational agendas of the nation. Accordingly, it is possible to take
into account the ethnic and cultural diversity and to elaborate cur-
ricula in local languages to enable learners understand their local
environment, history and geography then to adopt local values and
local wisdom of the indigenous people.

9.0 Converting schools into productive units: In the researcher’s
opinion, schools can be encouraged to become productive units at
the local level, especially in rural areas, where poultry, farming and

animal husbandry can be income-generating projects, financed by
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local banks or by microfinance and run by students and assisted
by school employees. The same enterprises can be carried out in
cities with slightly different nature due to difference in produc-
tion relations. These productive units can act as money-generating
projects, as well as educational tools to provide young learners
with more skills, to later be able manage home economics. These
young learners can also pass on these experiences to their families
and communities.

10.0 Budget: To achieve these objectives:

* Money must be (generously) provided to build infrastructure.
*Improving the school environment to be an attractive place for
young learners, especially the basic education where international
guidelines recommend at least 45% of the budget be allocated to
primary education. Rwanda has been very successful in achiev-
ing high levels of primary enrolment (NER 97.7% in 2015). See
(https://www.globalpartnership.org/sites/default/files/document/
file/2020-22-Rwanda-ESP.pdf)

* As well as improving the position of the teaching force by attract-
ing the best students in to admit college of education by offering
good salaries to attract those wishing to have teaching as career
profession. Human resources are the best investment as proved in
Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, Korea and many other countries with
limited natural resources, but they are rich with men and women
who are willing to learn, under the guidance of their leaders, who
are also more willing and passionate to bring about economic, cul-

tural and social changes in their societies.
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Notes:

(1) Magnet, Kofi, 2007. ICT in Education in Ghana. Survey on
ICT and Education in Africa: Ghana Country Report.

(2) American Educational Reform- please see:https://www.cen-
treforpublicimpact.org/case-study/race-to-the-top-education-

competitive-grant-in-the-us#the-initiative. (Retrieved 25-12-
2021)
(3) Finish Educational Reform- please see Education Reform in

Finland and the comprehensive school systemhttps://www.cen-

treforpublicimpact.org/case-study/education-policy-in-finland.
(Retrieved 25-12-2021)

(4) Australian Educational Reform- please see:https:/www.
dese.gov.au/quality-schools-package/national-school-re-
form-agreement.  (Retrieved 25-12-2021)

(5) Ghana Educational Reform- please see Re-
trieved25-12-2021

(6) https//:coverghana.com.gh/summary-of-the-new-educational-

reforms-in-ghana/(Retrieved

(7) Rwandan Educational Reform EDUCATION SECTOR STRA-
TEGIC PLAN 2018/19 TO 2023/24. please see https//:www.
globalpartnership.org/sites/default/files/document/file-2020/
-22Rwanda-ESP.pdf.:  (Retrieved 25-12-2021)

(8) UNICEE. http:// www.unicef.org.sudan. (Retrieved 25-12-2021)
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