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First results of a Middle Stone Age survey in the Kerma
region, northern Sudan
Osman Khaleel
Sol Sanchez-Dehesa,
Nuno Bicho
Abstract:

The region of the Nile Valley and its tributaries as well as the sur-
rounding deserts are one of the most important archeological areas that
have provided important insights into the understanding of human de-
velopment during the Stone Age. This region, rich in geological forma-
tions such as sedimentary plateaus and basalt formations, reflects com-
plex environmental dynamics that created favorable conditions for
human settlement and migration over time. Research carried out be-
tween 2019 and 2023 by the University of the Algarve, Portugal, in
Middle Paleolithic sites around Kerma, near the Third Cataract, has
brought to light evidence of settlements that relied on the exploitation
of local natural resources such as basalt and quartzite to produce stone
tools using advanced techniques such as the Levallois method. The
tools discovered demonstrate technical sophistication and reveal the di-
verse lifestyles of the communities that inhabited the region during the
Pleistocene. The sedimentary deposits in the Kerma region indicate sig-
nificant geological changes related to the altered course of the Nile and
sedimentation patterns that created a favorable environment for hu-
mans, animals and plants. These conditions contributed to the forma-
tion of natural corridors for colonization of the region and possibly fa-
cilitated human migrations from Africa to the Arabian Peninsula and
the Levant. The study of this region thus contributes significantly to
understanding the history of human dispersal and the processes of ad-
aptation to changing environments. This research underscores the im-
portance of the Kerma area as a rich archeological region that provides
valuable insights into the history of anatomically modern humans and
their responses to environmental and technological changes during the
Middle Paleolithic.
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