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Religious Institutions in the Rasulid State Era (626-858 AH /

1229-1454 AD): The Mosque (Motivation and Role) as a Model
Dr. Ali Abd Alkreem Mohmed

Abstract:

This study examines religious institutions in Yemen during the
Rasulid era (626—858 AH / 1229-1454 CE), focusing on mosques (mo-
tivations and roles) as a case study. Through a thorough and analytical
reading, the researcher traces the unprecedented surge in mosque
construction and their annexes over more than two centuries, as well as
the impact of this proliferation on intellectual advancement and the
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enrichment of civilizational progress during that period.The study be-
gins by exploring the distinguishing features between madrasas (Islam-
ic schools) and mosques, as well as the concept of “mosque-madrasas.”
It also highlights the manifestations of societal interest—across all seg-
ments, including the court and the sultans—in building and maintaining
mosques. Additionally, the research addresses the key factors (motiva-
tions) that drove the Rasulid sultans to establish these mosques.The
study further engages in a detailed architectural analysis of mosques
and mosque-madrasas from that era, examining elements such as min-
arets, domes, and other features. It then explores the most prominent
Rasulid mosques and their distribution across Yemen. Subsequently,
the research conducts a critical review of historical sources to assess the
scholarly role of these mosques and their annexes, such as libraries and
kuttabs (Quranic schools), including the function of study circles and
the contributions of scholars within these mosques.The study concludes
with multiple findings, which are presented in the conclusion and
throughout the discussion. The research relies on numerous contempo-
rary and modern sources related to the Rasulids, which have enriched
the study. It is hoped that this work achieves some of the objectives for
which it was undertaken.
Keywords: Mosque, Mosque-Madrasas, Sultans, Study Circles.
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