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Arab leadership in navigation

Professor Sabri Faris Al-Hiti
Abstract:

The Arabs have a notable creative role in maritime navigation, as navigation
between the Arabian Peninsula and India has been thriving since the second
millennium BC. The oldest ocean-going boat made of reeds, around 2300 BC, was
found off the Omani coast in 1994 AD, southeast of Muscat.In the era of the Arab
Islamic State, great scientific efforts were made, whether in the field of seafaring, in
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making machines that facilitate navigation, in drawing maps, or in writing maritime
instructions. This research will deal with monitoring these great pioneering efforts
achieved by the Arabs, those efforts that taught the Europeans how to navigate and
its scientific principles and helped them discover unknown places, as was the case
with the discovery of the Cape of Good Hope.The research will use examples of
manuscripts that dealt with navigation and the scientific value they added in this
field, while displaying examples of pictures of the machines used by the Arabs and

the maps they drew.
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