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Looting and Theft to Archaeological Tombs at Sarkemetto Site
A.Hozaifa Abdelmgid Abdelbagi
Abstract:

In this report, we attempt to shed light on the phenomenon of
grave looting and theft through an important archaeological site in
Sarkamtto, located in the Sikoot region of northern Sudan. This site
contains a large number of archaeological tombs dating back to various
periods of Sudanese cultural history. By examining the external ap-
pearance of these tombs and comparing them to similar sites, we can
distinguish several types of tombs, particularly the Meroitic pyramid
tombs constructed from mud brick and stone, in addition to circular
mound tombs, Christian tombs, and possibly tombs from the New
Kingdom of Egypt. This site has been subjected to deliberate acts of
looting and vandalism by treasure hunters and antiquities thieves in
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search of valuable artifacts. During inspection visits while working
with the Atabi Survey Project in the Eastern Desert, led by Australian
Julien Cooper during the 2018 and 2019 seasons, efforts were made to
document and assess the looting and theft at this archaeological site.
Keywords: Tombs, Sarkamtto, Looting and theft, Archaeological re-
mains.
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“Everyone of the pyramids at Nuri had been anciently entered by plunderers. Their
almost universal method of penetration into the subterranean chambers was by digging a
hole through the original filling of the stairway at its western end, adjacent to the door-
way which gave access to these chambers” (Dunham: 1950)
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