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Re-reading The Triumphal Stela of the Sudanese king Piankhy
Dr. El-Hassan Ahmed Mohamed El-Hassan
Abstract:
The famed triumphal stela of the Sudanese king Piankhy (747-
716 BC), now exhibited in Aswan Museum, Egypt; found in 1862
together with other stelae by an Egyptian officer of the Turkish army,
inside the first courtyard of the Great Amon Temple at Jebel Barkal, at
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the ancient city of Napata. Then after transported to Cairo according to
the order of the Turkish ruler. The stela is one of the most remarkable
historical texts ever found, describes in literary Egyptian language the
military campaign of the Sudanese king Piankhy and his conquest of
Egypt ca. 727 BC. Although the stela has been subject of endless stud-
ies since it was recovered, [ would like through this paper to review the
texts of this important monument once again, in Hieroglyphs and Ara-
bic translation, to present its contains for the benefit of the Sudanese
citizens to whom the stela is truly belongs.The paper will present an
overview of Piankhy’s character, as a brave native Kushite king, de-
rived from Kushite ruling family. Piankhy, in the 20th year of his reign
led his army into Egypt in order to maintain his rule there, he got victo-
ry over an alliance of petty Egyptian kings of Lower Egypt, who were
threatening the city of Thebes (the northern home of God Amon) and
marched southward. The text of the stela shows Piankhy’s powerful yet
generous character, his strict religious beliefs, his humanistic orders to
his army, his desire to avoid bloodshed, his forgiveness of his conquered
foes and his great love of horses. The paper concludes with comment
on the meaning of some phrases mentioned in the text, to describe the
character of king Piankhy, recommendations concerning the Kush-
ite’s stelae displayed in the other world museums, and present list of
these stelae.
Key words: Piankhy, Kush, Lower Egypt, Tef-nakht, Namlot, Thebes, god Amon.
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